Bible Study Monday 6 May 2002

 

Even though one has accepted Christ as their Lord and savior; did you accept Him on your terms or His?


2 Corinthians 5:16-17 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. KJV

 


Even though a person may purchase the software for their computer, how often does one read the purchase agreement (the terms and conditions of the license), before using the software?

 

How often is it that you read the instructions, to learn how to best utilize the software program you have just purchased?

 

Often times one will complain about the virus program they have purchased, because they did not read the terms and conditions that came with the program. If one is not familiar with the terms and conditions, how can one know with a certainty what is to be expected?

 

How many times does one have a problem with a software program, and immediately blame the program for any difficulties they may encounter? Isn’t it true, that after installing a new program, and if anything goes awry in your computer, that the new software program is immediately blamed?

 

How often is it, that after people become a Christian, that they blame God for anything and everything that may go wrong in their life? Weren’t those problems really there all along, and now brought to light by God’s Word?

 

It is when one is born again, that they received the full program of salvation by and through Christ Jesus. This program is capable of detecting all viruses that were previously in you and give you the proper order for isolating and removing them from your operating system.

 

Colossians 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: KJV

 

And the apostle intimates here that nothing less than the power of God can redeem a man from this darkness, or prince of darkness, who, by means of sin and unbelief, keeps men in ignorance, vice, and misery. (From Adam Clarke's Commentary)

 

Once one has become a new creation, that is a possessor of the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9), then one must begin to come into compliance with the terms and conditions of this contract, in order for all to be fulfilled as stated in the contract (the New Testament).

 

To continue in the Word. John 8:31-32 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. KJV

 

To continue in the faith. Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; KJV

 

That is, to continue in hearing, receiving, and then operating in compliance with God’s plan of reconciliation for you, delivered by and through Christ Jesus.

 

Often times, people attribute that which they have heard to other people, rather than giving the glory and honor to God (that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God). Take for example; if someone tells you to go and get the updates for your virus program, because a new virus has been discovered; and so, you immediately go and get the updates. Then, after a very short period of time, your computer is hit by that new virus, but because you heard and followed through with getting the updates needed, you were able to thwart the new virus from gaining access to your computer. Now, did the person that told you to get the updates provide the program that you needed to defeat the virus? No! However, they did make you aware of the necessity of going to the creator of that program, to get the proper assistance that would be immediately available to you. They were able to direct or point you to the source with the proper solution.

 

Yet, how often is it, that the person that pointed us or directed us to the available solution, is given the thanks, rather than the creator of the program?

 

In like manner, just as the store or place of business that one may purchase the virus program from, is not directly responsible for you if you use the program irresponsibly. Yet, how often is it, that one will blame the store for any problem with the software, if it does not operate or function as they “think” it should?
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