6 July 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<greg> Father thank you for a now faith, to forget those things which are behind us, and deal with today, a day you have made for us to worship you in spirit and in truth, giving you the honor and praise you are worthy of through Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Rom 13:1-2, Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. KJV

<opentext> We know that all power is from God. Even though we know of this power, and have access to it, does one always use it as God intended it?

<greg> we would see more of it in our walk if we allow it and not try to help out

<at-peace> one should

<opentext> Often times, even when we know what is the right and proper thing to do, does one always do it?

<at-peace> at times one falls short and allows their will to get in the way of doing what is right and proper

<greg> not always, but it is a lot more peaceful when one stays grounded rather than wandering

<opentext> Another thing that we have to consider also, is that if we hear the truth of the Message, but listen to someone else's interpretation of it rather then God's purpose, how apt is one then to do that which is contrary to that which God intended?

<chosen> we need to be as the Berean's and check out every interpretation that we hear

<opentext> What was Paul's purpose in addressing this issue here in chapter 13? Often times when reading God's instruction for us, does one always seek out all that God was addressing through His Message, or does one have the habit of just skimming by it, if it does not seem relevant or pertinent at the present time?

<at-peace> if one does not take the time to rightly divide the word of truth the influence to do that which is contrary would be more apparent

<chosen> many can be quick to point the finger and forget to take a look in the mirror, by examining their own life and the relevance of what they are hearing for their life

<opentext> It is generally allowed that this letter was written about 58 A.D., four or five years after the edict of the Emperor Claudius, by which all the Jews were banished from Rome. And since in those early times the Christians were generally confused with the Jews, it is likely that both groups were included in this decree. (from Adam Clarke's Commentary)

<opentext> At looking at what Clarke has to say here in this statement, wouldn't it be one's first assessment then that the people of Israel were being persecuted?

<greg> i would say they were what Paul described as the off scouring of the world yes

<opentext> Let's look at the rest of what Clarke has to say about this:

For what reason this edict was issued does not satisfactorily appear. Suetonius tells us that it was because the Jews were making continual disturbances under their leader Chrestus. That the Jews were in general an uneasy and seditious people is clear enough from every part of their own history. They had the most rooted aversion to the pagan government; and it was a maxim with them that the world was given to the Israelites; that they should have supreme rule everywhere, and that the Gentiles should be THEIR vassals. With such political notions, grounded on their native restlessness, it is no wonder if in several instances they gave cause of suspicion to the Roman government, who would be glad of an opportunity to expel from the city persons whom they considered dangerous to its own peace and security; nor is it unreasonable on this account to suppose, with Dr. Taylor, that the Christians, under a notion of being the special people of God, and the subjects of His kingdom alone, might be in danger of being infected with those unruly and rebellious sentiments. (from Adam Clarke's Commentary)

<opentext> So we can see then in this instance that the people of Israel were bringing much of this hardship upon themselves because of listening to the wrong leaders. Have you ever got yourself in trouble by listening to the advice of the wrong people?

<chosen> yes

<greg> at the time the advice sounded good, but the reality was it was just a shortcut, and one ended up at square one

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> And when the problems came, who was blamed for the problems that you brought upon yourself?

<greg> the advice givers  <chosen> those we followed  <at-peace> as greg and steph said

<opentext> How often is it that we see those who call themselves Christians with the same attitude that Israel had, and think that the rest of the world should be a servant to them?

<greg> every time i see someone with a bumper sticker referring to God, then watching them drive like the devil

<at-peace> many are called and think they are of more stature than others, but few humble themselves knowing what manner of man they were and delivered from giving the praise, honor, and glory to God

<opentext> And so that because the Christians were not understood [for whatever reasons] that Rome placed them in the same category as Israel. How often is it because of the actions of other so called Christians, that we are then labeled the same as them?

<at-peace> almost always if others don't take the time to know who you really are

<greg> most so called Christians i meet seem like programmed robots, cookie cutter Christians, rather than being themselves and allowing the uniqueness of themselves in Christ to shine forth and be the person God intended

<chosen> most often

<opentext> So we can see how imperative it is that one learns to study for God's approval, and not that of man. That we are supposed to be the example of the believer at all times and in all places, not just at certain times or days of the week. Now before today's study, how many assumed the Israel was being unjustly persecuted by Rome?

<greg> unjustly for a few, because of the arrogance of the many

<opentext> As Greg points out, not all of Israel were guilty of this, but rather some made it bad for all that came under that label, and it appears that because of that attitude, that it was even carried over to apply to the Christians as well.
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