6 January 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we are so thankful for this day and this time that you have made for

 us, to come before you by and through Christ Jesus, to receive that spiritual food that we

 have need of to sustain us this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 11:3-6, 3 Lord, they have killed Your prophets; they have demolished Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life. 4 But what is God's reply to him? I have kept for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal! AMP

 

<opentext> How often when one's hearing is a bit muffled or distorted, does one have the tendency to get like Elijah and assume that one is standing alone?

<greg> one marvels at the simplicity of the gospel, and how few see the love of God revealed in it, leaning more to their own understanding and works than receiving the grace

<opentext> Jesus Christ knew that all of the disciples would flee when they arrested Him, and yet He kept His hearing clear so He could stay focused in and on that which Father asked of Him.

<opentext> Again, one has to keep in mind that leading into this chapter, Paul was talking about how the people failed to hear, or listened to the wrong voices. So regardless of what the external circumstances may be, one has to remain intently focused on the instructions and counsel one has received from the Father.

Phil 4:11-13 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV)
Prov 3:6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. (KJV)

<opentext> So what does it matter how many others there are, if one is confident in and of their relationship with Father?

<greg> the more one lets God be true and everyone else that contradicts sound doctrine a liar (Rom 3:4), the more they will stand in time of persecution

<chosen> it shouldn't faze us

<helpmate> it does not matter as we cannot drag anyone else in to heaven when we go

<opentext> As greg brought up, it does not matter about the persecution, as we know that will happen for all those who choose to live a Godly life in Christ Jesus (2Tim 3:12).

 
Luke 6:22-23 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 10:5 So too at the present time there is a remnant (a small believing minority), selected (chosen) by grace (by God's unmerited favor and graciousness). 6 But if it is by grace (His unmerited favor and graciousness), it is no longer conditioned on works or anything men have done. Otherwise, grace would no longer be grace [it would be meaningless]. AMP

 

<opentext> Have you ever been so consumed with a task, that you were unaware of all that was going on around you?

<helpmate> yes     <at-peace> yes     <chosen> yes

<opentext> And why was that? Perhaps because your entire being was focused in and on that which you had set your mind to do? So why doesn't one develop this same intensity in living for God, by the instructions given by the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus?

<greg> the intensity is developed by keeping our spiritual senses exercised, discerning good from evil (Heb 5:14), and avoiding pitfalls

<at-peace> at times one falls short and allows the distractions to get through and then it takes some diligence to get focused again on the task at hand... working out our own salvation

<opentext> So we can see then why in the teaching of the sower, that it warns us about the distractions that will attempt to enter into our life and thoughts, and why it is imperative that one keeps the mind renewed in and by the living Word (Rom 12:2, Eph 6:17), for it is only this [the living Word] which is able to extinguish each and every fiery lie the devil throws our way (Eph 6:10-18).

Mark 4:14-20 The sower soweth the word. And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time:  afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, And the cares of this world, and the  deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. (KJV)

<opentext> Also notice in verse 6, how Paul again brings up the fact that this relationship with God is by grace only. For one is saved by grace through faith; that is recognizing Father's love, mercy and forgiveness, and then accepting it and walking in it.

<opentext> It is not of works [any of those things that man tries to tally as his accomplishments for God] lest any man should boast. 

Eph 2:8-10 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. (KJV)
<opentext> It is all by simple obedience to the simplicity of the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus.

 
<opentext> Rom 11:7,  What then [shall we conclude]? Israel failed to obtain what it sought [God's favor by obedience to the Law]. Only the elect (those chosen few) obtained it, while the rest of them became callously indifferent (blinded, hardened, and made insensible to it). AMP

 

<opentext> Let us remember that God's Word is truth (John 17:17)! Yet, how often is it that people take things other then God's Word as truth, and then wonder why their heart becomes hardened and calloused against the things of God?

Jer 2:13 For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. (KJV)


Isa 30:9-10 That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD: Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: (KJV) (2 Peter 2:17-22)

2 Tim 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (KJV)
Gal 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: (KJV)

<greg> most would rather hear the smooth things and boast of their own accomplishments, rather than taking an honest look in the mirror (2Cor 13:5) and seeing how our own righteousness is nothing less than filthy rags (Isa 64:6)
<helpmate> most believe the doctrine of men before they will believe the truth of God's word

<opentext> Those who choose grace, are those whom are chosen by God. It is all dependent upon whether or not one chooses grace, anything else is "not exactly!"

 

<opentext> Eph 2:8-9, 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. KJV

 

<opentext> It is "the gift" of God. So what does one have to do to obtain a gift?

<helpmate> take hold of it to make it their possession    <chosen> receive and accept it

<at-peace> accept it... freely ye have received

<greg> thank the giver, receive the package, open it up and read the instructions

<opentext> Can a gift be refused or returned?

<at-peace> yes  <chosen> yes     <greg> like the old song says, return to sender

<opentext> Can a gift be misused?

<greg> if one doesn’t follow the instruction manual

<helpmate> yes...it can be put away, never to be seen again

<at-peace> yes, if instructions are not read and adhered to     <chosen> yes

<opentext> So as greg so aptly pointed out, receive the package, open it up, then read the instructions for proper use, and then apply those instructions to the gift so that it will work as it was intended.

 <opentext> 2 Tim 3:16-17, Every Scripture is God-breathed (given by His inspiration) and profitable for instruction, for reproof and conviction of sin, for correction of error and discipline in obedience, [and] for training in righteousness (in holy living, in conformity to God's will in thought, purpose, and action), 17 So that the man of God may be complete and proficient, well fitted and thoroughly equipped for every good work. AMP

 

<opentext> Today, it is all a matter of hearing His instructions so that one can live a life in all aspects that is pleasing to the Father.

Ps 95:7-11 For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my work. Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said, It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have not known my ways: Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should not enter into my rest. (KJV)

Mark 7:6-9 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. (KJV)

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

 

<greg> a good preacher and hearer of the word will tell the people all that God has done

 on their behalf and give credit where credit is due, and a false prophet will tell the people

 all they are doing for God like He wouldn’t exist without them

 

<opentext> Ephesians 3:4 Every sermon reveals the preacher's grasp of "the mystery of

 Christ." If he has no insight into Christ, he has no call to preach. (from Robertson's Word

 Pictures in the New Testament)
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