6 February 2006 Monday Bible study.
 
<greg> Heavenly Father we are ever so grateful to come before your throne of grace this day, to hear your heavenly instructions and allow your word to be the lamp unto our path, and that light that illuminates our next step on our walk with you through Jesus Christ our Lord
 
<opentext> Rom 16:6-9, 6 Greet Mary, who bestowed much labour on us. 7 Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me. 8 Greet Amplias my beloved in the Lord. 9 Salute Urbane, our helper in Christ, and Stachys my beloved. KJV
<opentext> Paul now is presenting greetings to those whom he knows of there at Rome, and while he brings out the names of the people, there is not much that is really known about them.
<opentext> Rom 16:10-13, 10 Salute Apelles approved in Christ. Salute them which are of Aristobulus' household. 11 Salute Herodion my kinsman. Greet them that be of the household of Narcissus, which are in the Lord. 12 Salute Tryphena and Tryphosa, who labour in the Lord. Salute the beloved Persis, which laboured much in the Lord. 13 Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine. KJV
<opentext> Rom 16:14-16, 14 Salute Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren which are with them. 15 Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nereus, and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints which are with them. 16 Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches of Christ salute you. KJV
<opentext> For those of you who would like to learn a little more about these people, Clarke, Barnes or Henry have a few more comments about them.
<opentext> Rom 16:17-18, 17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. KJV
<opentext> Now after all that Paul has penned, and the insights into the doctrine of Christ that he has shared with the people, Paul makes a very plain but strong statement. Now with all of the different teachings that we going on then, what do you think some of the people thought about this?
<disciple> that it wasn't true, because he was the only one teaching it
<greg> they were finding out that choices were needed in order to continue in the faith, and to stay grounded and settled they would have to separate themselves from those that claim to be of God and were not
<greg> and some of those choices would hit close to home with many
<opentext> But, what about those that are young in the faith, and do not have stability, how are they supposed to know who they should listen to, and who they should not?
<greg> it would come down to what brings peace, or what doctrines would cause confusion and doubts
<opentext> Each person has the choice, has the ability (because of the new creation) to hear the voice and counsel of God by and through Christ Jesus. They have been given His Spirit to lead them and guide them into all truth.
<opentext> But, as with everything in this life, there are many voices that are out there, and people have the free will to listen to which ever one they want to.
<opentext> Consider what Paul went through after his conversion, and how the disciples and so many others were teaching more or less the milk version of the gospel. So why should anyone listen to this person who had persecuted the church?
<disciple> because of the drastic change Paul had made...it would have to take Father to change him, and that means he is hearing Father
<greg> for those that were willing to listen, he was bringing them the meat of the word, and showing them how to walk in a deeper relationship with Father, not having to live in doubt or fear, but power, love and a sound mind
<opentext> Another thing that one has to remember, is that many people do put a face on those whom they hear the gospel message through. Paul told the people to be followers of Christ and not him. Yet, how many do you think tried to place Paul on a pedestal?
<disciple> many did...not seeing through the spiritual eyes of understanding
<greg> there were those that put him on a pedestal, but had second thoughts when they saw the things he had to endure as well
<opentext> Rom 16:17 I appeal to you, brethren, to be on your guard concerning those who create dissensions and difficulties and cause divisions, in opposition to the doctrine (the teaching) which you have been taught. [I warn you to turn aside from them, to] avoid them. AMP
<opentext> People try to warn us from impending disaster, yet, how often will people listen to the warnings?
<greg> 1 Tim 6:5-6, 5Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 6But godliness with contentment is great gain. (KJV)
<greg> rather than heed to warnings and avoid those phony hucksters that peddle the gospel, many seem to flock to them rather than heed to warnings and withdraw
<opentext> God has constant and consistent warnings as well throughout His Word, yet how many really hear them, let alone give heed to them?
<disciple> very few
<greg> for many they become lazy and dull of hearing, and rather than watch and pray they let down their guard thinking they are in a safe place, only to be surrounded with false teachers
<opentext> So it is a matter of one knowing who's voice it is that they are listening to. Thus why His Word tell us that one is to rightly divide the Word of truth; that we are to discern between good and evil.
<opentext> One also has to remember, who was it that gave the greatest opposition and persecution against Jesus Christ while He walked the earth?
<disciple> the religious people
<greg> Gal 2:4-5, 4And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: 5To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you. (KJV)
<greg> those that claimed to be of God, and how quickly the devil will get in to those that are unaware of his devices
<opentext> The religious leaders, who rallied the support of their followers. And yet, how many sincere people were caught up in this frenzy?
<greg> many that were unaware, that had fallen asleep and did not take the time to rightly divide the word of truth
<disciple> probably a lot, since there was a large crowd yelling to crucify Him, and the large crowd that had been following Him were not trying to save him from physical death
<opentext> Rom 16:18 For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ but their own appetites and base desires, and by ingratiating and flattering speech, they beguile the hearts of the unsuspecting and simpleminded [people]. AMP
<opentext> People often listen to what they want to hear, rather then what they need to hear. Just as with healthy eating, one often knows what they should eat, but seldom do it, for whatever reasons. 

 <opentext> Any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<greg> Jude 1:4-5 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. (KJV)

<greg> the warning is consistant throughout, for those that dont watch and pray always, the thief will get in and steal even those things which they already knew at one time

<opentext> just as we so those that abandoned Paul as he got closer to his departure

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