6 April 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for blessing us with this time of fellowship in your Word, we are so thankful for all that you have provided for us, to encourage us in our walk with you... we pray that we will hear your counsel this day and learn to apply it to our lives in all areas, so that we can continue our walk on the strait and narrow path, by and through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: KJV

 

<opentext> Learning to die to self, so that He [the Spirit of Christ within us] may continue to increase, that is to be the influencing Source within our life and walk.

<opentext> Being that new creation, thus one has to learn to live in and by the law of faith.

<opentext> Paul tells us of the constant battle that takes between the old nature [the flesh and all of it's lusts and desires] and the new nature of the Spirit of God within us.

<opentext> If one does not listen attentively to the voice and Spirit of God, how blurred does the line become between the lower nature and the divine nature?

<helpmate> very, won't be able to tell them apart

<chosen> our vision would become distorted   <helpmate> veil of the flesh

<opentext> Notice in verse 5, how Paul says that "if" we have been planted together in the likeness of His death; that is that the lower nature has to be taught and forced to take a back seat to the divine nature [the Spirit of Christ within].

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth learned to live in obedience to the voice and the Spirit of God [Christ] within Him.

<opentext> Now, is it enough to hear the voice of God, if one is not obedient to it?

<helpmate> no  <chosen> no

 

<opentext> John 12:24-25, 24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. (KJV)

 

<opentext> People seldom realize, how much they have been taught and trained as a child and young adult to live and abide in this world. Thus why we are told to come out from among them, and to be separate. Yet, how often do people try to hold onto to both worlds?

<chosen> a lot think they can hold onto both world’s .. one with each hand... but Father wants all of us, not part

<helpmate> most do, and don't see the difference between the two

<opentext> One has to learn to allow the old nature to die and fall off, so that the newness of life in Christ is what will be revealed in and through us. This is the faith that should afterwards be revealed.

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth [the forerunner] showed us the way by obedience to the truth of God's Word [Christ the power and wisdom of God], and this is the path or pattern of life that will lead us to the Father, and eternal life with Him.

<opentext> The faith revealed within us, [if and when the old nature, the lower nature is allowed to die and fall off] allows the light and Word of God to be manifest in and through us[ the new life in Christ], thus allowing the believer to be that written epistle known and read of all men.

 

<opentext> John 15:1I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. (KJV)

 

<opentext> To be planted with Him: to be grafted into the Vine. One has to allow themselves to become a part of Him, and allow the grafting process to proceed.

<opentext> If His kingdom is not of this world, why then do people fight so hard to be a part of this world? Wouldn’t this be trying to fight or go against the grafting process?

<helpmate> yes...and if one fights against it long enough, the graft dies

<chosen> yes, they aren't willing to resist the temptations of the world that the devil puts in front of them

<opentext> And he that hateth his life in this world shall  keep it unto life eternal. Yet, how often is a person tempted or enticed by the thoughts and desires of this world?

<chosen> when i allow things to slip in any area 

<opentext> When one gives thought or heed to those things which are contrary to the law of faith [the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus].

<opentext> The importance of being attentive to that which one is allowing their heart and mind to meditate in and on.

<opentext> Now, how many people do you know, that would willingly take poison and pour it on their food?

<chosen> no one <helpmate> none

<opentext> Yet, what is it when people allow the wrong thoughts or such, to continue to entertain them?

<chosen> poison to our mind

<opentext> It would be poison to our heart and mind. One would be trying to keep the wrong nature alive, thus they would be trying to kill the graft to the true vine.

 

<opentext> Phil 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.  KJV
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