January 5, 1998

<opentext> Father, we come before you throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour. We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, that we would hear that which you have for us…the daily bread that we have need of to sustain us this day. 

<opentext> We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us…..and we give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord, brother and mediator………

<opentext> Over the past few weeks, we have been covering the shield of faith, and our responsibility for taking hold of the Word of God. We know that Father can not, nor will not, force His Word on anyone. It is solely each person's choice on whether or not they will accept the gift of salvation. However, once we have received the measure of the gift of God, the measure of the gift of Christ, into our lives, then what do we do?

<mizpah^> read the Word to learn about what we go

<mizpah^> got

<Stowe> learn about what we have in the gift of Christ

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> We know that we are given the measure of faith. That faith can only develop by taking time alone with Father to hear His instructions for us, and then obeying what He asks of us.

<opentext> We have to take the helmet of salvation, just as we do the shield of faith. However, what is the purpose for the helmet?

<mizpah^> to protect our head...or spiritually to protect our mind

<opentext> very good

<Stowe> to protect the mind ..

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> 4030  perikephalaia (per-ee-kef-al-ah'-yah); helmet; feminine of a compound of 4012 and 2776; encirclement of the head, i.e. a helmet:  KJV-- helmet. 1) a helmet  2) metaphorically, the protection of the soul which consists in (the hope of) salvation.

<opentext> so...the Word, is the encirclement of the mind

<opentext> So, what is it that occupies, or encircles your head the majority of the time? What is it that renews your mind each day?

<Stowe> the Word now!

<opentext> correct

<opentext> and as we proceed further on our straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house

<opentext> we see how important it is to keep our mind renewed by the Word of God

<opentext> not once or twice a week, but rather on a daily, moment by moent basis

<opentext> Josh 1:8-9, 8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest. (KJV)

<opentext> We are supposed to meditate in the Word day and night. It should be the first thing on our mind each morning, and the last thing on our mind when we go to bed at night.  Yet, how many of us really try to accomplish that? At the first sign of problems, whom do we turn to?

<mizpah^> Father

<opentext> exactly......He should be the first place that we turn, not the last

<opentext> what does it mean to meditate?

<Stowe> to ponder, to think upon

Airwalker [waldo@global-pool168.tml.co.za] has joined #the_gate

<opentext> 1897  hagah (daw-gaw');meditate; a primitive root [compare 1901]; to murmur (in pleasure or anger); by implication, to ponder:  KJV-- imagine, meditate, mourn, mutter, roar, X sore, speak, study, talk, utter. to moan, to growl, to utter, to muse, to mutter, to meditate, to devise, to plot, to speak  a) (Qal)  1) to roar, to growl, to groan  2) to utter, to speak  3) to meditate, to devise, to muse, to imagine  b) (Poal) to utter  c) (Hiphil) to mutter.

<opentext> how often when we ponder something, do we mutter to ourselves, until we come to an understanding?

<mizpah^> a bunch for me

<Stowe> I do that a lot

<opentext> exactly....

<opentext> so  this is why we need to meditate on it, so that we can allow Father to open a clear understanding of what He is saying to us

<opentext> What distractions do we allow in our lives each day, that keep us from pondering or reflecting on the Word of God? 

<Stowe> people, commitments, family ... just about everything and anything ...

<opentext> correct

<opentext> What really are my priorities this day?

<opentext> Ps 1:1-3, 1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. (KJV)

<Stowe> to spend time in communion with Father

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> note the verses above

<opentext> look at where and what we are NOT to seek counsel from

<opentext> From where is it that we usually get our counsel from? From where should we be receiving our counsel from? If we truly know that we are saved by grace through faith, we also know that faith can only come by our taking time to hear Father’s Word.  Then what is it that we should be renewing our mind with?

<Stowe> why does he seperate out the scornful from the ungodly?

<opentext> nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

<opentext> if we stay around those that scorn the Word, what will that do to our mind?

<mizpah^> we start to think like them

<Stowe> give us doubts about what we know ..... 

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> @read 3john 1:2

<Chatbot> (3john 1:2) -- Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

<opentext> What is it that delights your mind?

<mizpah^> The Word 

<Stowe> in the law of the Lord, the Word

<opentext> when one thinks of a *chocolate delight*, what enters ones mind?

<Stowe> chocolate ...

<mizpah^> sweet

<opentext> does your mouth respond to your thoughts?

<mizpah^> yes

<Stowe> yes

<Stowe> oh, I see!

<opentext> so, as we have trained ourselves in these ways, this is the place we need to get to when we hear the Word of God

<opentext> When one listens to a lot of men talking, often times you will hear the standings of all of their favorite sports teams. They can tell you who the best players are, and what their statistics are, as well as their salaries.

<opentext> Another group of men, can tell you when all of the hunting and fishing seasons are. What the license fees are and, if you ask nicely enough, they might even tell you where the best spots are to go.

<opentext> The women, can tell you grandma’s favorite recipes, and all of the ingredients that are necessary. They can tell you what all of the latest fashions are, and where the best sales are available.

<opentext> this shows us what one mind is renewed with

<opentext> for out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks

<opentext> usually after 5 minutes of conversation with someone, i can tell what their mind is renewed with, and what is the prioity in their life

<opentext> Yet, how many of us have an answer for every man that asks of us, the reason for the hope that is in us? How well do you really know the Word of God that you claim to stake your eternity on?

<Stowe> not well enough yet

<mizpah^> need to know a lot more

<opentext> what do you think the people may have thought about Jesus Chrsit....is that all He can talk about is God?

<opentext> Christ

<Stowe> yes ... that's what they would have thought

<opentext> and the same about Paul maybe?

<Stowe> yes

<opentext> that is why when people say to me...is that all you can talk about is the Word.....i take it as a compliment

<Stowe> :-)

<opentext> Many of us know the basics for first aid if someone gets hurt. Others of us will know the number to call to get immediate help. Yet, how do you respond for a spiritual situation, that have life and death implications that will last for eternity?

<Stowe> by meditating on the Word

<opentext> when i was a cop....my partenr and i were known as *the God* squad.......all the other cops knew we prayed about every situation before we responded

<opentext> this is the point we want to get to...that we talk with Father in every instance, before we lean to worldly understanding

<Stowe> yes ..

<mizpah^> that is so tough to remember to do

<opentext> are we as quick to call on Father through Jesus Christ when any kind of situation presents itself in front of us?

<Stowe> not always ....

<opentext> this can only come about as we keep our mind renewed in and on the Word of God on a daily basis

<mizpah^> I think the tougher the situation is, the more likely we are to called upon Father

<opentext> as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he

<opentext> correct miz

<opentext> that is why it is never the big things that gets us to trip

<opentext> but the accumulation of little things

<mizpah^> hey, that's right!

<Stowe> yes ..

<opentext> did we remember to thank Father for the cup of coffee this morning?

<mizpah^> for my Dr. Pepper and tostettes

<Stowe> haven't had one yet!

<opentext> how about the snack at mid morning?

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> lol..stowe

<opentext> learning to be mindful who is our source for all that we have, and all that is provided through out each day

<opentext> We are quick to forget that death and life is in the power of the tongue. We are quick to speak words without regard to the damage that they might do. Yet, the words that come out of our mouth, are quick to show others what are truly in our hearts, and what is occupying our minds.

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:16, but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. (KJV)

McPumpkin [ircle@nhv-ct1-14.ix.netcom.com] has joined #the_gate

<opentext> the more that the Word is put forth first in our life

<opentext> the less control the flesh has over our daily walk

<McPumpkin> hello again

<McPumpkin> forgive me...didn't mean to interupt the bible study!

McPumpkin [ircle@nhv-ct1-14.ix.netcom.com] has left #the_gate

<opentext> This verse tells us quite plainly, that our inward man is renewed each day with the things that we treasure most in our hearts. 

michaelh [michael_ham@ppp-151-164-49-218.rcsntx.swbell.net] has joined #the_gate

<opentext> Meanwhile, the outward man gets one day closer to having to stand before his maker. What is it that most occupies the thoughts of your mind, and the intents of your heart this day?

<mizpah^> drawing closer to Father

<Stowe> overwhelming thankfulness to Father

<opentext> what we fail to see and hear in the gospels......is that Jesus Christ always looked to Father to provide exactly what was needed

<opentext> he never focused on the problem

<opentext> but rather the solution

<Stowe> who was Father!

<opentext> Eph 4:22-24, 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (KJV)

<opentext> we read the verses, but do not always hear what they say

<opentext> Whether we want to admit it or not, we do renew our mind each day, by whatever spirit is controlling our heart. If it is the righteousness of God, then we will give heed to His Word.

<opentext> we forget, that Father's laws are going to work, whether we believe them or not

<opentext> @read romans 3:3

<Chatbot> (romans 3:3) -- For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?

<opentext> @read romans 3:4

<Chatbot> (romans 3:4) -- God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.

itsme [nunya@slip-129-37-77-82.tx.us.ibm.net] has joined #the_gate

<itsme> did Curtis make it?

<opentext> have not heard itsme

<itsme> sorry to inturupt

<opentext> np

<opentext> The question that each of  us has to ask ourselves, is, how important is our salvation to us? What things in our life do we allow to take precedence before the Word of God? 

itsme [nunya@slip-129-37-77-82.tx.us.ibm.net] has left #the_gate

<opentext> Is God truly my total source, or do I use those words just to impress other people? 

michaelh [michael_ham@ppp-151-164-49-218.rcsntx.swbell.net] has left #the_gate

<opentext> how often do we see people adjust their conversation, to whomever they happen to be around?

<mizpah^> I see that a lot

<Stowe> all the time

<mizpah^> that is why it is important to stay equally yoked 

<opentext> they are trying to be accepted by people

<opentext> axactly miz

C1 [C1@j6.ptl35.jaring.my] has joined #the_gate

<opentext> Is God the total focus of  my life each day, or just a few hours each week to impress others?

C1 [C1@j6.ptl35.jaring.my] has left #the_gate

<opentext> Paul tells us that he had a constant battle to keep his body in subjection to his spirit man, yet, how many of us remember Paul for the murderer that he once was? 

<opentext> Can you really imagine the thoughts that he had to combat, while trying to share the love of God with the people that were before him? 

<Stowe> nope

<opentext> we see the victories, but we do not look to see what he had to overcome

<opentext> Could this be why in writing to Timothy, he was quite plain to say that at his first answer no man stood with him, but rather all men forsook him?

<opentext> He chose to keep his mind renewed by the Word of God.  He chose this in spite of all of the opposition and all of the hardships that he faced each day in sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ.  He refused to listen to all of the negative things that they spoke of him.

<Stowe> he knew whom he believed in ...

<mizpah^> yep

<opentext> how often do we listen to the negative things people say about us, rather then hearing Father's Word of encouragement?

<Stowe> quite often ...

<opentext> no, we are not perfect, however we are forgiven

<opentext> Paul made a decision to only associate with those that were totally sold out for the gospel of Christ. He knew that friendship with this world, would cause a compromise with the truth that he knew. He knew that hanging around those people that spoke contrary to the Word of God that he knew could corrupt his good morals. 

<opentext> He made the only choice that he could. He chose to serve God with all of his being; and because of his faithfulness and obedience, we have the majority of the New Testament.

<opentext> I will not sit here and tell you that selling out for God will be easy for the flesh. It will most definitely not win you a lot of new friends. 

<opentext> It will however, put in your heart and mind, a peace that passes all human understanding. This is the peace of God. It will give you an assurance that you have never had before. As well as a retirement plan that has benefits that are out of this world.  

<opentext> Rom 12:2, And be not conformed to this world: (KJV)

<opentext> 4964  suschematizo (soos-khay-mat-id'-zo); conformed; from 4862 and a derivative of 4976; to fashion alike, i.e. conform to the same pattern (figuratively):  KJV-- conform to, fashionself according to. to conform oneself (that is, one's mind and character) to another's pattern, (fashion oneself according to).

<opentext> so, what Paul is saying here, is DO NOT take on the character of the world

<opentext> How often is it, that we pattern or fashion our lives off what the rest of the world is doing, or even more so, off the standards that they set? 

<Stowe> used to a lot ...

<mizpah^> ditto, stowe

<opentext> How many of us take the time each day, to conform to the same pattern as the Word of God? This is the key on how to be successful in pleasing Father. This is what will determine our focus in life.

<opentext> Rom 12:2, And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, (KJV)

<opentext> 3339  metamorphoo (met-am-or-fo'-o);transformed; from 3326 and 3445; to transform (literally or figuratively, "metamorphose"): KJV-- change, transfigure, transform. to change into another form, to transform, to transfigure; Christ's appearance was changed and was resplendent with divine brightness on the mount of transfiguration.

<opentext> What you renew your mind with, is going to determine the focus of your life. It will determine whether or not we try to stay in step with the rest of the world; or whether we try to serve God with all of our being. Only by keeping our mind renewed by the Word of God, will we be transformed into God’s image, and after their likeness. (Do you recall, how God created man?)

Sarah [todd@206.105.113.154] has joined #the_gate

<Stowe> man was created in God's image

<opentext> and after Their likeness

<opentext> @read genesis 1:26

<Chatbot> (genesis 1:26) -- And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

<opentext> How can one renew his mind in accordance with the Word of God, unless he understands the will of God?

<opentext> I constantly hear people praying to hear and know God’s will. They constantly murmur, that they would do God’s will, if they but knew what it was. Are we so blind, that we cannot see or hear what the Word says  about Father’s will?

<opentext> Gal 1:3-5, 3 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: 5 To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, 

<opentext> The will of God; to be delivered from our sins by the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made in our behalf; and to be set free from the evil of this present world.

<opentext> We know, or should know; that sin is anything that causes us to break fellowship with Father. Sin, is willful disobedience to what God asks of us in His Word.

<opentext> 266  hamartia- sin; 1) equivalent to 0264  a) to be without a share in  b) to miss the mark  c) to err, be mistaken  d) to miss or wander from the path of uprightness and honor, to do or go wrong  e) to wander from the law of God, to violate God's law, to sin  2) that which is done wrong, sin, an offence, a violation of the divine law in thought or in act  3) collectively, the complex or aggregate of sins committed either by a single person or by many.

<opentext> so, sin causes us to miss the mark....what mark would this be?

<opentext> @read philippians 3:14

<Chatbot> (philippians 3:14) -- I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> this is why it is so important to keep our mind renewed by the Word of God

<opentext> to keep our focus on the *prize*

<opentext> if we are driving in a car, and are not watching the road in front of us, what can happen?

<Stowe> we crash the car ...

<mizpah^> we run off the road or crash

<opentext> and not only might we kill or hurt ourselves, but may take others with us

Sarah [todd@206.105.113.154] has left #the_gate

<opentext> and, since it is a straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house, how watchful do we need to be?

<mizpah^> very very watchful

<Stowe> we need to keep alert

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> are we beginning to see the importance of our keeping the mind renewed with the Word of God?

<Stowe> yes, very much so ...

<mizpah^> yes, very much so

<opentext> lol...same Spirit

<mizpah^> yep

<Stowe> :-)

<opentext> and, this is why we have to meditate in the Word night and day.......

<opentext> @read psalms 119:105

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:105) -- Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

<opentext> @read psalms 119:9

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:9) -- Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.

<opentext> No one can determine what controls your mind but you! It is up to each individual, as to what it is that is the controlling factor in and on their minds. You, and you alone, have to choose who it is that you want to serve. There are but two choices of whom you can serve; it is either the devil; or God through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> the mind is the battle ground

<Stowe> sure is

<mizpah^> absolutely

<opentext> 2 Cor 10:3-5

<opentext> 3For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

<opentext> 4(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

<opentext> 5Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal,

<opentext> yet, how often do we see people trying to do battle in the flesh?

<Stowe> just about all the time

<opentext> and...if we battle in the flesh, we will be a loser every time

Tronix [timnell@isp226.unl.can.dynamite.com.au] has joined #the_gate

<opentext> we have to cast down.......imaginations

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah^> I notice that we are to cast DOWN imaginations, and cast our cares on him

<mizpah^> so our cares go to Father...but cast down?

<opentext> very good miz

<mizpah^> that goes back to somebody else

<opentext> fo you for a minute that Father is going to keep things contrary to His Word in heaven?

<opentext> He disposes of them for us

<mizpah^> nope

<opentext> so, a worry is an imagination, contrary to the Word

<mizpah^> and since satan is the one that gives us the imaginations that are contrary to the Word, we cast them down

<Stowe> ah, I see

<opentext> exactly

<Stowe> so if we cast down the imagination right off, we shouldn't have a care to cast?

<opentext> and they can only be cast down by a mind whose thoughts are in obedience to Christ;

<mizpah^> that's right

<opentext> exactly stowe

<opentext> it is when we have allowed the imaginations to grow

<mizpah^> however, since we aren't perfect, we do have to cast down imaginations

<opentext> ever had a problem you thought about, and the longer you though about it the larger the problem appeared?

<mizpah^> the Word gives us a way to escape,always

<Stowe> yes!

<mizpah^> yep

<opentext> so, we were renewing our mind with the problem, rather then the Solution

<Stowe> right!

<opentext> and whatever we renew the mind with, is what is going to be in control

<opentext> @read mark 11:23

<Chatbot> (mark 11:23) -- For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.

<Stowe> That happened to me for a minute on the way home last night, I started to think about something Randy had said before I left on Friday ... but when I focussed on Father ... the thought had no power .. and when I got home, everything was fine....

<opentext> PYL

<opentext> have you ever stopped to wonder what that mountain is in this verse?

<Stowe> our imagination?

<mizpah^> overpowering thoughts that have built up from small thoughts (molehills)?

<opentext> Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 

<opentext> if it exalts itself against the knowledge of God

<opentext> doesn't it become a mountain that blocks our veiw of the prize?

<mizpah^> yes

<Stowe> it sure does!

<opentext> notice the middle of that verse...and shall not doubt in his heart, 

<opentext> means the mind has to be renewed

<opentext> in the Word

<opentext> this is a good place for us to stop this morning...we have covered a lot

<opentext> especially since it shows us what  it is that clouds our view of God in every day life

<opentext> a good thing for us to keep our focus on today

<Stowe> yes, it is!

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> Ps 37:23

<opentext> 23The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> yes miz

BPB-sleeping [BrianB@ppp03-19.ght.iadfw.net] has quit IRC (Connection reset by peer)

<mizpah^> since we are not to doubt in our heart, and that is by renewing of the mind, then how did I get healed?

<opentext> @read psalm 107:20

<mizpah^> Does He also show grace for those who haven't studied His Word yet

<opentext> @read psalms 107:20

<Chatbot> (psalms 107:20) -- He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.

<opentext> yes......

NowFaithIs [r-mcarr@d184.b64.cmb.ma.ultra.net] has joined #the_gate

Chatbot sets mode: +o NowFaithIs

<opentext> as well as the manifestation of the Spirit, to operate beyound where our faith is developed

NowFaithIs is on IRC

<mizpah^> so, I believed the Bible, which was my advantage, and did not doubt because of that belief

<opentext> exactly...you told God you had tried all the other ways, and now you wanted His way

<opentext> remember the 10 lepers that were healed...only one returned to thank God

<mizpah^> yes

<mizpah^> I thank Him everyday for my healing

<Stowe> why is it we find it easier to believe for something for someone else (like healing) but we have difficulty believing it for ourselves?

<opentext> remember, you also told God that you wanted *all* that He had for you

<mizpah^> actually, it is the other way around for me, stowe

<mizpah^> yes, I did...and He already gave it so it was a matter of accepting

<opentext> stowe......because of what we have had programmed into out minds for most of our lives

<opentext> out=our

<opentext> isn't one of the things that we think, is that everyone else is always better then us?

<Stowe> yes

<mizpah^> I know where I am in Christ, so I can believe it for me...I know others are healed; however, I don't know that they will accept it

<opentext> exactly miz....

Blue-Sky [mikes@esclinic.hiline.net] has joined #the_gate

<opentext> so, if we think we are low man on the pole....where does that put us for receiving the blessings of God?

<Blue-Sky> hi everyone, que pasta hehee

<mizpah^> It used to be that I believed other could be healed also, but I am learning that I can't believe for others

<Stowe> usually out of the picture, because we don't think there is enough to go around <G>

<opentext> exactly stowe....

