February 05, 1998

opentext changes topic to "This gate of the Lord!  Psa.118:19-24   Bible Study in Progress"

opentext -  Father we thank you for this day, and the opportunity to gather together in the name of your son Christ Jesus.  We thank you for this time to gather together to hear your wisdom and your Word.  We thank you for the peace and comfort that you have given our sister Charlene this day, for the situation that is before her.  We ask Lord, that you Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, as we seek those things that you have hidden for us in your Word.  We give you and you alone Father, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us, through Christ Jesus our Lord.

opentext -  For the last 8 days, we have been talking about how to get through a day, and learning how to keep our focus in and on the Word of God.  Taking the time to hear different ways that we can keep our spirit man nourished, and we got through the evening meal yesterday, but now, what do we do to entertain ourselves in the evening hours till we get ready for a nights rest?  Usually after the evening meal, we think or look for ways to entertain ourselves for the evening hours....and yet, it is during this time, that we are framing our mind with the thoughts that will carry us thorough the hours of rest.  What do we do usually in the evening hours?

dave, miz & dale -  study the Word and then rest

<Blessed> I normally watch tv

NowFaithIs -  watch t.v. with hubby

renewed -  if I don't have a meeting, spend some time on the net, prepare my clothes for work the next day, then read the Bible ...

opentext -  If we watch TV...what is our mindset, is it to hear Father in whatever we are watching, or is it to fill the void in the time?

dave, miz & dale -  a bit of both

renewed -  when I watch TV .. which is rarely ... it is to fill the void in the time

NowFaithIs -  it is to hear Father in whatever I am watching

opentext -  Prov 23:6-7 Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither desire thou his dainty meats: For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee. opentext -  (KJV).

NowFaithIs -  as I am only watching to keep hubby company and I don't want my mind renewed in garbage

<Blessed> I think a lot of the time tv is a distraction. it keeps our mind busy.

opentext -  In whatever we do, we should be seeking to hear Father, and what He has for us.  What we renew our mind with during these evening hours, is what is going to be on our mind while our body sleeps.  Have you ever watched a movie that was not so good, and then ended up having dreams that were not so edifying?

renewed -  yes ...

<Blessed> I normally read before sleeping. I find it easier to write thoughts and inspirations down then. More so than in the morning.

NowFaithIs -  yes

dave, miz & dale -  yes, i sure have

<Blessed> yes

opentext -  Why did this happen?

dave, miz & dale -  because we just renewed our mind with the garbage we just packed into it

renewed -  the movie was the last thing on my mind before I went to bed ..

NowFaithIs -  That is what our mind was renewed in and it keeps playing it over and over as well as the subconscious kicking in to help it along and further exaggerate what we saw.

opentext -  Do you think Jesus Christ ever renewed His mind with that kind of stuff before He went to sleep?

renewed -  I am sure He didn't

opentext -  even though we know they did not have tv or movies then

NowFaithIs -  no never

dave, miz & dale -  definitely not

<Blessed> I think a lot of technology (even IRC) can erode our mind's peace.

NowFaithIs -  I am sure that Jesus Christ communed with Father through prayer before lying down

opentext -  How have you been in the mornings....when you have went to sleep after a good study in the Word?

NowFaithIs -  *anything* not used properly, can do that

dave, miz & dale -  very refreshed and positive

opentext -  Blessed....everything we have in the world can be used for or against God........

renewed -  feeling very rested 

NowFaithIs -  refreshed, awake, excellent mood, look forward to what the day will bring, at peace

opentext -  Just as hemp is some of the best rope available.....however, if one smokes it, it totally controls the mind.  There is always a good side to everything that Father created, and the devil always finds an evil use for it as well.

<Blessed> what i was saying is that at the touch of a button we have access to so many inputs - tv, internet, movies - like never before. 

opentext -  Blessed...very good....we have to remember that we have that option or choice.

NowFaithIs -  yup, that is why it is imperative that we keep guard of what goes in to renew our minds

opentext -  We have the power over which decision that we make.

<Blessed> Once it's in our mind, it's sure not easy to get it out! It's a constant "renew your mind" that is needed.

opentext -  It comes back to how much time do we take to feed and nourish our spirit man, as to whether or not we will have the ability to control our fleshly body.

<Blessed> exactly

opentext -  1 Cor 9:26-27  I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. opentext -  (KJV).

opentext -  Paul recognized that it was a constant battle to keep his body in subjection to the spirit man.  Many times....what we do with our evening hours, is framed by how our day went.  If we have had a tough day, we have the tendency to shy away from the Word, and feel sorry for ourselves, and thus do things that please the flesh.  This is why it is so important that we start the day with the Word, and continue to renew it in the Word throughout the day.

opentext -  Isa 26:3-4  Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength: (KJV)

opentext -  whose mind is stayed on Thee

opentext -  Phil 4:6-7  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. (KJV)

opentext -  but in everything...........How often do we remember to seek Father's will in ***all*** that we do?  Or, is it many times an after thought?

dave, miz & dale -  eeks...not all the time

renewed -  sometimes forget ... especially as the day goes on ....

opentext - yes we are.   If we remember to thank Father, for all that He blesses us with throughout the day, aren't we more apt to talk to Him in times of need?

NowFaithIs -  With thanksgiving is so important because that is our recognition that Father’s promises are true and He *has* answered our prayer and it is out of our hands---that is where the peace comes from

opentext -  excellent michie.   How often do we wait for the peace that ***passes*** all understanding, or do we pray and then react?

NowFaithIs -  if we pray w/o thanksgiving--we are apt to still worry

renewed -  yep quite often i pray and react ...yup

opentext -  And if we are thankful, and do not wait for the peace, there will be turmoil.

dave, miz & dale -  usually only on the BIG decisions i have before me. For the small things...i pay dearly if i don't wait

opentext -  This is why Father has been asking us this past week, to be cognizant or aware of all the little things that He blesses us with, so we become aware of how ever present He is with us.

NowFaithIs -  hmm, true.  I find it the hardest to wait for that peace when in a discussion with someone of the flesh

opentext -  That He never leaves or forsakes us.......but rather us that walk away from Him.  Yes michie, we also though, react quickly, when trying to impress someone with our walk with Father. This is also a time, we fail to wait for the peace that passes all understanding.  This is why in all that we do, we should be doing it unto Father, and then we will avoid many of the pitfalls.

dave, miz & dale -  per dale...that is why impressions are only impressions...they don't last long...it's only a mirror image

opentext -  When in the flesh....we will only see the flesh...lol...just as the other day, miz got some pictures back, and i was wondering who that old guy with all the gray hair was.  I see myself as young in the Lord, and am not concerned with the flesh, so it shocked me, at how old the flesh looked, and yet my spirit man feels so young.

NowFaithIs -  yeah...and your driver's license corrected that "mistake"!

opentext -  Well...even after that, i still did not see myself as the flesh being that ***old***

NowFaithIs -  when I look in the mirror, I see my flesh looking younger than it used to.  When I was not in the Spirit--the flesh looked very weary and old.

dave, miz & dale -  how can we not be satisfied with ourselves, if we are in the Spirit and look in the mirror, how can we improve on the image of Christ?

opentext -  We have to learn to see us as Father sees us, and in all reality, the closer we grow to Father, the younger we indeed get.....because we are that much closer to being home.

NowFaithIs -  :-) for the first time in my life, miz, I am satisfied.  I no longer focus on the imperfections that I used to and try to correct them, but rather see myself as His child.

opentext -  And the more we keep our mind renewed with the Word, the more of Christ that will be reflected in our life.

dave, miz & dale -  me, too...michie

NowFaithIs -  :-)

opentext -  This is why our mindset for the day is so important as to ***our*** walk with God, but also as to what others will see.

NowFaithIs -  tried to loose weight for about ten years, after I became satisfied with what I saw, Father blessed with an unusual weight loss during pregnancy.  If we give it to Father, then He can work and we cease from our works.

opentext -  As we go through the day with this kind of mindset, will it cause others to be comfortable around us?

renewed -  yes they will be ...

dave, miz & dale -  yes...our spiritual mood is reflected in the flesh

NowFaithIs -  yes, they are and they want to be around us more

opentext -  Exactly michie....being content...in whatever ***state*** we are in. 

opentext> Many times....when people are uneasy around us...the devil tells us how we are driving people away....and many times we listen, because for so many years, we have been told that we have to please people, to be a good steward for God.

NowFaithIs -  usually it is the "Christians" that get drove away

opentext -  And yet, just the opposite is true.

dave, miz & dale -  only the milk duds

opentext -  lol

NowFaithIs -  lol

opentext -  If we think back to the gospels....it was always the *** religious right*** that had trouble with what Jesus Christ preached.

dave, miz & dale -  per dale...scribes and Pharisees

opentext -  They always looked for a way to justify themselves and there actions, and yet, it was never according to the Word, but rather the traditions that they had set up for self justification.  This is why the Word says that we are to have an answer for every man that ****asks*** of the hope that is in us.

opentext -  Col 1:26-28  Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

dave, miz & dale -  there is nothing more irritating than receiving an unsolicited opinion

opentext -  Notice...that the mystery is made manifest unto His saints.  Ask and salvation is given....seek and you will find the mystery.

NowFaithIs -  He says if we seek with our whole heart, He will hearken unto us.  Someone who doesn't ask, is not seeking and the words spoken will fall on deaf ears

opentext -  And the mystery is....Christ in you....the hope of glory........the hope that we are to tell people about when asked. If our mind is not renewed.....with the Word, how can we have this answer?

dave, miz & dale -  we can't

NowFaithIs -  We cannot have the answer that will bring life (the Word) but rather our own words.

opentext -  And with our word and 75 cents they can get a cup of coffee.  It is the Word of God that brings eternal life.  So, not only does the start of our day have an effect on us, as to how we will act and react, but the thoughts and actions from the evening before, will have a major impact, on how our mindset is when we get out of bed the next morning.  This is why it is so important on our mindset, as to what we keep it renewed with it.

<open-help> Rom 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  (KJV)

<open-help> Col 3:2  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  (KJV)

<open-help> Yet, how often is it that we try conform to this world, or the people that are in it?

dave, miz & dale -  not anymore...i believe

<peacemaker> true

renewed -  still happens ...

<open-help> It really bugs me, when people say that we have to lower themselves to other people’s level....in order to reach them.  Jesus Christ never lowered Himself to the worlds standards, but always made them arise above ***their*** problems  Isn't our life a constant healing process?

dave, miz & dale -  yes

renewed -  yes ..

<peacemaker> i know mine is

<open-help> Psalms 107:20  He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.

<peacemaker> but for me it has been a process

<open-help> This is why we need to learn to apply the Word in our life to all situations.

<peacemaker> amen

<peacemaker> i am doing that day by day

<open-help> As we hear and obey the Word of God, it brings about healing and correction in our life.

<peacemaker> you hit it right on when you said obey

<peacemaker> a lot read but do nothing

<open-help> And as we allow the Word to lead us, it delivers us from ***our*** ways of destruction.

NowFaithIs -  Heal also means healing where we have pruned off the old thinking.

dave, miz & dale -  Matt 12:36-37  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.  (KJV)

<open-help> very good michie

NowFaithIs -  applying the "ointment"

<open-help> When we are purged or pruned......there is an open sore left, and the more of the Word we hear, the faster the healing process takes place…by hear i mean hear and obey....not hear and ignore.

NowFaithIs -  yes, and the longer we don't apply the Word, the more it oozes and gets infected

<peacemaker> so our minds are renewed by hearing he word of God?

<open-help> Yes...our mind is renewed by the Word of God.  Our spirit man was made new the moment that we accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and saviour.

<peacemaker> that is why our pastor tells us every Sunday to read the word daily

<open-help> 2corinthians 5:17   Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

dave, miz & dale -  Col 3:10  And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:  (KJV)

<peacemaker> and i must confess i do not read every day, any suggestions

<open-help> We have studies here every Monday through Friday here

<peacemaker> i will just have to set my alarm for 7 and be disciplined then.

dave, miz & dale -  per dave - as the outward man perishes, the inward man is renewed day by day

<open-help> If we hang around those that will uplift us in the Word....it will have an affect on us.  This is why in Romans 12:2 ...it says to not be conformed to this world......any that will lead us away from the truth.  It is as we continue in the Word on a daily basis, that we will know the truth, and the truth will set us free from the things that have been pulling us down.  The only way our spirit man can be in control, is if we feed it enough to be stronger then the fleshly man on a daily basis.

<open-help> @read john 6:63   It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

<open-help> So, we see His Words, they are food for the spirit man, that brings about life in Christ.

<peacemaker> good morning my joy

<peacemaker> yes He is our daily bread

<open-help> And if we are to seek Father for our daily bread, it means the spirit man first...and the flesh second.

<open-help> Matthew 6:11  Give us this day our daily bread.

<open-help> And yet, so often we do not take the time to seek Father, and what daily bread that he has for us.

<open-help> Matthew 4:4  But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

<open-help> It is the bread of life, that is of the most importance.  The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

<open-help> John 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

<open-help> Notice, that the flesh profits how much?

renewed -  nothing ...

dave, miz & dale -  nothing

<open-help> And yet so often, we try to build up the fleshly man, rather then feeding and nurturing the spirit man.

<peacemaker> yes how true

<open-help> Rom 8:8-9 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

<open-help> So, we see the importance, of feeding our spirit man, so that we can keep the mind controlled by the Word of God.

<MYJOY> we are to walk in the spirit & not fulfil the lust or the flesh

<open-help> exactly

<open-help> Col 3:10  And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: (KJV)

<open-help> Gal 5:16-18  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.  (KJV)

<open-help> 2 Cor 10:3-4  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) (KJV)

<open-help> so, as we can see, it is of the utmost importance for us to keep our mind renewed by the Word of God at all times...not just when we ***feel** like it.  It really bugs me, when people say they take the summer off from Bible studies....as i know the devil never takes a vacation.

<open-help> The devil is always on the job....looking and seeking whom he may devour.

<peacemaker> i know we were just talking about that our church does not have summer Sunday school for the children

<open-help> And the main reason most take the summer off, is to fulfill the lusts and pleasures of the flesh.  We, the church, have become lazy in our attitude towards Father and His Word.  We want Father to cater to us, when it is convenient for us.

<open-help> tomorrow, we will talk about how to fill our spiritual lunch box for each day
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