5 September 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for this day that we can fellowship with you in your Word, we ask that you would teach us in those things that you have prepared for us, as we open our hearts to your voice this day through Christ Jesus our Saviour

 

<opentext> Matt 24:5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. KJV

 

<opentext> Before we start on Romans 14, we will spend a few days reminding ourselves of the things that have been transpiring in the world in the previous days, weeks months and years, that often times we can forget or at times even become complacent about.

<opentext> We often forget about the warnings that the Word gives us pertaining to the end times. And when one allows this to happen, it is then easy to become complacent, and allow things to slip in their life, in their walk.

<opentext> With all of the wars that are going on even at the present time, since they do not always make headlines every day, how many give that much thought to it?

<chosen> not usually unless the media promotes it

<opentext> Now with the major hurricane that hit this country a bit over a week ago, i am sure that not to many people have remembered the war that is currently going on in Iraq. 

<opentext> It was not that long ago that SE Asia had that tsunamis, yet for many, that is but a distant memory. Just a few weeks back, the major headlines were of the famine that is ongoing in Niger, and for many now that other things are going on in the world. it too is probably a  distant memory for many.

<opentext> There is much of what Matt 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 talk about, going on at the present time within the world. Yet, how often is it that people recognize this, let alone keep it in their heart and mind?

<char-marilynn> one will not recognize this if they are not spiritually alert

<helpmate> people remind of it quite often when they ask...How can God let this happen?

 

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:1This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. KJV

 

<opentext> Note how Paul states it just a bit differently in relation to the end times. With all that we see that has been going on, except for the immediate response following the catastrophes, how long is it before people are more concerned with their own lives again, as the headlines begin to fade?

 <char-marilynn> if one is a lover of self rather than of God, than the focus will always be self

<opentext> Think for a moment, how it was when Father first began to open the mystery of the gospel to you. There was an excitement and enthusiasm for the Word. Each and every day was an adventure within the Word. Yet, is that same intensity still there today?

<helpmate> if it isn't, it surly should be

<char-marilynn> that intensity now burns in my heart, rather than the emotion of the moment

<chosen> every day should cause us to draw nearer to Him, growing in our intimate relationship with Him

<opentext> With the hurricane that is fresh in the news here in this country yet, you would think that people would take bit more time to reflect and maybe pray. To take some time to meditate in and on the suffering that these people are going through. Yet, after giving up a few dollars, how many do you think went back to doing what they would normally be doing on their weekends?

<helpmate> almost everyone

<char-marilynn> where one's focus was before the events is what will return most of the time

<opentext> Yet, if it had been their own community, wouldn't there have been a bit different of reaction from them?

<helpmate> yes     <chosen> yes

<char-marilynn> yes, as one is personally effected, their attitude changes

<opentext> Stop and consider for a moment, that an area the size of Kansas, 90,000 square miles, is what was affected by this hurricane. That several million people were displaced.

<opentext> But, also consider that in Niger at the present time, the famine is affecting several million people as well. That the war in Iraq is also affecting several million people also.

<opentext> The numbers are so staggering, yet how many people are really able to comprehend it in it's totality?

<helpmate> for most people, it does not overly concern them...they may think on it for a moment , then move on to their own pleasures

 

<char-marilynn> it is difficult to comprehend, the overall destruction and/or loss of lives

<opentext> When one really stops to look at and observe what is going on within the world from the perspective of the Word, you would think it would cause them to see the reality of what is going on from the perspective of God. Yet, people are so caught up in this present world, that they have lost their perspective and vision of His kingdom. We will continue here tomorrow. 
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