5 May 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father this is the day that you have made for us, to walk in the spirit, and hear the truth that sets us free and keeps us confident of the work that you have begun in us and continue to do through the name of Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 12:9, [Let your] love be sincere (a real thing); hate what is evil [loathe all ungodliness, turn in horror from wickedness], but hold fast to that which is good. AMP

 

<opentext> II Jn 1:9-11, 9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. (KJV)

 

<opentext> As we have seen going through this section of Romans, that Paul has again been talking to us of the simplicity of this gospel. And as he earlier brought out, that if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, they can be none of His.
<opentext> Now as plain and simple as this is, how often is it that we make excuses for those that have no knowledge of the truth?

<disciple> have done that, but the Word plainly says, all have heard...no excuses for what is plainly seen

<greg> many view christianity based on nice people, and not a working knowledge of the doctrine of Christ
<opentext> As Paul says at the start of this verse, that our love has to be sincere; and that we are to have and show forth Father's character which is that He wishes none would perish (2Peter 3:9). But, do you think God will make excuses for those who refuse the truth?

<disciple> not at all     <chosen> no     <at-peace> no

<greg> that would make him a liar, not happening… as well as a receptor of persons

<helpmate> no, it is a person's choice

 
Rom 1:20-22 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:5, Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Many appear to, or even give the appearance of having a knowledge of the truth. It all comes down to whether or not they have knowledge of the mystery of the gospel, which has been given for us to know (Mark 4:11).
<opentext> Now why do you think the Word is so full of warnings about avoiding the wolves disguised in sheep's clothing (Matt 7:15, 10:16, Luke 10:3, Acts 20:29)?

<disciple> because of evil communications...it can affect and infect a person, if they stay around 
the ones denying Christ Jesus

<at-peace> evil communications corrupt good manners (1Cor 15:33)
<greg> because those that don’t have the eyes of their understanding enlightened (Eph 1:18) by knowing the mystery of the gospel, as well as keeping their senses exercised to discern both good and evil (Heb 5:13-14), will end up falling for a cheap imitation of the doctrine of Christ

<helpmate> because their ways will slowly change your ways, to be like them…without even realizing it

<at-peace> 2 Tim 2:16But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 17And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; (KJV)
<opentext> How often have you been influenced by what others think or say? How long did it take for that wrong conversation to contaminate your thinking process?

<disciple> if one is not grounded, they began to doubt and it doesn't take long for confusion to set in...you have to line up everything by the Word and remain unmovable/unchangeable

<chosen> not long if we don't cast it down and reject it

<greg> when trying to please people, a long time, when not seeking anyone elses approval, not an issue

 

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:22-23, 22 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes. (KJV)

 

<opentext> How easily is a baby or young child influenced?

<chosen> very easy

<disciple> they pick up on about everything, trying to mimic and then learn it all

<helpmate> very easy...they believe everything they are told, that is why we are to come to Him as a small child
<opentext> How much does peer pressure affect the judgment of young adults?

<greg> it was everything in my younger years, outward appearance would make or break

<helpmate> it is their greatest problem in this world
<opentext> So we can then see why Paul tells us here to turn or flee from evil and those who carry this deadly virus, that is trying to infect the believer. And Paul says to cleave to, that is to be cemented, anchored to that which is good.
1 Pet 3:11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. (KJV)

<opentext> Yet, how often even after one hears these warnings from the Lord, how often do people think that if they can only have a little more time with these people, that they will be able to get them to turn?

<disciple> once they have heard, it's not up to us to get them to turn...it's up to them accepting the truth...we are the instruments, only

<helpmate> most think that because the Lord that are invincible to anything so nothing will change them

<chosen> only those seeking out the truth are able to hear

<greg> if one is looking through their own eyes they will expect things according to their understanding and not realize that we just need to deliver the message, then the rest is between them and God

 

<opentext> Matt 10:13-14, 13 And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. (KJV)

 

<opentext> What the verses here say is obvious, but why does the Lord then also say to shake the dust from your feet?

<helpmate> to get rid of any of their thoughts that you may be taking with you

<disciple> so as not to let the desire of 'converting' them, eat at us...we are to go forward after we do as Father asked, not to obsess on the outcome, as we see it

<chosen> so you take nothing from them, into your own life
<opentext> Good answers; not allowing anything from them to stay with us, lest it might contaminate our walk.

<opentext> So then we can see that we are to abhor or turn from that which is evil, and cleave to that which is good.  Clinging to the Word knowing that it is our life source.
<opentext> any questions or comments on today's study?

<at-peace> o/  <at-peace> verse to share  <opentext> yes charlene  <opentext> ok

<at-peace> Prov 4:13-15 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life. Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men.15Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. (KJV)

<opentext> good verses, can't add much to that...any other questions or comments?
<helpmate> John 6:68Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. (KJV)
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