5 July 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

<chosen> Father we thank you for this time in your Word to fellowship with you and learn more of who we are in Christ. We pray that we will be attentive to your voice, seeking to please only you, and being the example of the believer to everyone that sees us this day, through Christ Jesus name.

<opentext> Rom 13:1-2, Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. KJV

<opentext> Again, one must remember that there is no power, but of God, and that power that is of God is Christ. Keeping in mind that which Paul said, holding God to be true and every man a liar; as well as, what if some shall not believe, will it make the faith of God without effect?

<opentext> Regardless of how adamantly some doubt God, and doubt His existence, has it stopped the world and creation from being? From continuing?

<chosen> no    <at-peace> no

<opentext> We must also remember that the Roman government at the time of Jesus Christ, was not the most honest government;  nor were the religious leaders of Israel of any greater character. If man is not seeking a deep and sincere relationship with God by and through Christ Jesus, won't their motives and intentions be self serving?

<chosen> yes    <at-peace> when it is not about "we" it is about "i"

<opentext> Now also consider this: as much as one gets disgruntled with their governments, what kind of chaos would there be,  if it were not for the constitutions and the governments that enforced them?

<chosen> much chaotic confusion

<at-peace> where there is no vision the people perish

<opentext> Yet, how often does a person spend more time grumbling about the government and it's leaders, instead of praying for them?

<at-peace> for many, more often than not

<opentext> For a moment stop and consider where we were, before Christ became a reality to us: what would people have thought or said about us?

<opentext> What were your thoughts about Christians before Christ became a reality to you?

<chosen> "hypocrites"

<opentext> So then one has to consider the fact that before salvation became a reality to you, someone, someplace, was praying for you.

<opentext> So because of the power of God, you live in a country with somewhat of a semblance of order, and have the opportunity to freely seek out a relationship with God. Yet, how often does one take this liberty in Christ that we have, for granted?

<chosen> at times we do

<at-peace> whenever one allows the cares and concerns of this life cloud their vision, their heart and mind on things above

<opentext> So just as people prayed for us [whether they were aware of who or what they were praying for] before Christ became a reality to us, shouldn't we then also be as quick to pray for people or governments when God asks that of us?

<at-peace> yea     <chosen> yes

<opentext> But do you?

<at-peace> yes, when i am being attentive and have not allowed other things in to distract me

<chosen> not as much as i maybe could, unless God has placed something or someone in particular on my heart

<opentext> This is why Paul is so quick to so eloquently point out that all power is of and from God. Even though people may pervert it or misuse it, it is still from God. Without God's order and laws, what do you think would happen to this world?

<at-peace> it would perish quickly having been destroyed   <chosen> it would fall apart

<opentext> Stop and think for a moment even the work that one does on the computer, if the laws that govern it from operations to programming are not followed, how effective of a tool will it be?

<chosen> not very effective   <at-peace> of little use

<opentext> And if you are not attentive to those laws that govern to programming and operations, how effective will your means of communications be?

<chosen> not very effective

<opentext> Now for a moment let us reflect back on chapter 12, and how Paul was illustrating to us how the character of Christ should be developing within the believer. Now if the characteristics of Christ are developing and progressing within the believer, then they will see and comprehend how and why God's order is at work within their country, and within this world.

<opentext> Just as Jesus Christ said that we are to render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's, we can then see how God's order is at work, whether one is aware if it or not. That is why it is so vital that a person remains an active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ. Yet how often when looking at these opening verses of this chapter, is it something that most people skim over, and seldom hear what God is trying to show us here? Today, let us be more aware of that which is required of us believers and active participants in and of the divine nature of Christ.
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