5 December 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

 

<opentext> Rom 15:4-5, 4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: KJV

 

<opentext> Now we must also be mindful of the fact that there was no New Testament and the time that Paul was penning this epistle, so he was referring to the Old Testament scriptures.

<opentext> And in looking at the Old Testament, we are able to see that all that God promised did indeed come to pass, that all of His promises are yea, and amen.

<opentext> We are also able to see the stedfastness of those who believed God, and held Him and His Word to be true, regardless of what was going on around them.

<opentext> Without His Spirit who leads us and guides us, how long do you think that you would have been able to hold onto the promises of God? How difficult of a time do you now have waiting for answers for a few days or weeks, let alone generations?

<disciple> it would be nearly impossible with the way we were trained through out our lives, with instant gratification in the physical

<at-peace> nothing is impossible with God, but without Christ it would be difficult for one to hold fast to the vision of a promise 

<opentext> It talks about in Hebrews of "when they shall fall away"; that happens when one no longer has the trust or confidence to hold God to be true. So we can see then why it is vital for one to keep their heart and mind renewed in the Word, to maintain that right relationship and standing with God.

<opentext> If you will recall the parable of the Sower, it talks about when things are allowed to enter in and begin to choke the Word. That means one has to let down the shield of faith in order for those fiery darts to get through. And once they start getting through, how difficult can it then be for one to stay focused on the task at hand?

<disciple> can be difficult, if one becomes distracted by the darts, rather than walking by faith, one step at a time

<at-peace> the cares and concerns of this life once entered in if not cast down immediately will eventually blur ones vision, the veil of the flesh having come between them and God

<opentext> Now another thing that Paul brings out in these verses, is that He is a God of patience and comfort, yet does one have to same patience with God as He has with us?

<disciple> no, we aren't perfected, yet...still learning and growing

<at-peace> right now yes

<opentext> And if we are not able to have that patience with God, what will we be like with our fellow believers, let alone those in the world?

<disciple> hopefully, encouraging one another to press onward, growing and maturing to reach that point of perfect patience

<at-peace> then we will not allow patience in anything have it's perfect work

<opentext> Now remember also, that patience also means being consistent. So it is when we become consistent in His Word, in those areas that He is dealing with us in and on, that when one begins to comply with Father's wishes, that it is then that His comfort enters one's life, and His peace then begins to rule in that area of one's life.

<opentext> If you have a group of people, and one person starts to become fearful, how long does it take for that person to affect or infect the others that are there?

<at-peace> not long if the others give into the fear also

<disciple> either that one person will be comforted and become peaceful, or the group will allow that one person to infect the group...it can work either way

<opentext> And once that murmuring does start, how long before most are worked into a frenzy?

<at-peace> when one allows discontentment in and follows a strangers voice that little leaven has perfect ground to leaven the whole lump

<opentext> Think about this for a moment; Jesus Christ was hailed king of the Jews one week, but by the next week this same group yelled crucify Him. Now remember, the peace of God that passes all understanding was in the midst of them, yet fear and turmoil prevailed. Why was this?

<at-peace> they allowed the external circumstances to dictate and over throw the peace within of that which they had heard

<opentext> And how often is it that one allows the external situation (people, places and things) to have more affect or control on them then the Word of faith?

<at-peace> when one does not hold to the peace of God letting it rule and reign in their heart

<opentext> Now keep in mind, that Paul in these past two chapters has been talking about those who are strong in the faith, and those with feeble minds. Those walking by faith, and those walking by sight. So we too, have to hear and heed the counsel and advice, as well as the warnings given here, so we have clear vision of where our next step is to be placed in our journey towards home.
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