5 August 2004 Thursday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, this moment in time that you ordained for us before the foundation of the world, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Let us be attentive to your Word this day, that it would enable us to be able to continue in the walk of faith this day, be pleasing to you in all that we say and do.

<opentext> Rom 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. KJV

<opentext> Now we touched on this briefly yesterday, but want to look at it just a bit more today. Did you notice the way that Paul says "our infirmities". Any area that one has not allowed the Lord to deliver us from the power of darkness. Any area in our life that one has NOT turned over to God.

<opentext> The Bible tells us that He sent His Word to heal us, and to deliver us from "our" destructions. Yet, how often does one really allow His Word in to their lives, to do as God perfect will is for them?

<disciple> don't always allow Him, but try to fix things on my own sometimes

<chosen> at times we may pick and choose areas where we allow Him into rather than allowing Him into all of our life

<opentext> "Our infirmities": those areas of hurts that we have not allowed the Word into to bring about restoration; a bruised mind or ego, that one will not surrender to Him. Have we forgot that the Word tells us that we are to cast all of "our" cares on Him?

<disciple> we know He says that, but we don't always do that

<opentext> They are "our infirmities”, because we will not let go of them. We are not willing to turn them over to God. And yet when these infirmities continue because of our failure to comply with His Word, His law of faith, who usually gets the blame for "our" problems?

<disciple> i blame satan, although it's my choice to allow it to go on, rather than casting it to Father

<opentext> When in the midst of panic, infirmities, or any other kind of attack from the devil, how often does one think or act rationally?

<disciple> usually don't                <chosen> not usually

<at-peace> in the midst of a storm it is difficult to hear His still small voice

<opentext> So we can see then, that they are "our infirmities" because we have not kept Father in the partnership. Thus we can see why the Word tells us that two cannot walk together unless they are in agreement.

<opentext> He has made a way of escape for us; however, if one will not listen to, or follow the counsel of the Guide, what good will any of His wisdom do for us?

<disciple> none

<opentext> If you get a prescription from a doctor, and you get it home and read the instructions, and then set it on the shelf, but only look at the bottle when hurting, what good will this healing agent do for you?

<disciple> none    <chosen> none      <at-peace> none

<opentext> So we can see then, why it is imperative, that one remains in a constant and consistent partnership with the Father by and through Christ Jesus, so that as we go through this life, we can have all of the victories that Father gave us in Christ.

<opentext> We can also see then why at times, when we have reached an impasse, that we can allow the guidance of His Spirit to lead us in how we should pray or address the situation.

<opentext> Think about this for a moment, when Jesus Christ fed the thousands on the hillside, natural logic [lower nature reasoning] said there was no way that this could be accomplished with a few loaves of bread and a few fish. Yet, the Spirit within Him said to bless it and give thanks, and feed the people. Jesus Christ had the choice to hear and obey the counsel of God, or to follow what the lower nature was trying to tell Him.

<opentext> How often is it that we are faced with similar situations, we hear the counsel of God, but the reasoning of the lower nature gets the upper hand, because we look at the circumstances, rather then walking by, operating in faith?

<disciple> have done that

<opentext> Thus we can see why the scriptures tell us that He is there knocking at the door of our heart, wanting to be there to assist us, and show us how to overcome each and every situation that we face [no matter how big or small], but do we always want to let Him in to help us? Especially if it is something He has talked to us about several times already?

<disciple> no...tend to shy away from Him, when i know i have heard the answer before and have not heeded it

<chosen> no not always

<opentext> How often is it that we ask Father for His counsel, nod in agreement with His insights, but then ignore Him in the decision making process?

<disciple> tough questions...have done that more than once...way too often

<opentext> Let's look at it this way: we have all through Christ, overcome areas in our life. Someone asks us for counsel on an area that we have successfully overcome with Christ, and we give them the counsel of God. They walk away, and continue to have the same problem, because they heard, but did not obey the answer for their problem.

<opentext> So we look at those that are struggling, and know that if they would only use the prescription that Father gave them, instead of just looking at the bottle, they too would have victory. But alas, each person is responsible for their own salvation.
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