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19 January 1999

o/ = question from a participant

opentext = larry             helpmate = helen                 now-faith = michie               renewed = cheryl   

at-peace = charlene    marie/righteousn = judy         shama = steph                      mizpah = miz


<opentext> Father, we thank you for this time to gather together this day, to hear your words that will sustain us this day. we thank-you Father for your faithfulness, and ask

 for your guidance this day, that we may do all that you ask of us. we are so thankful Father for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Here in the New covenant, it is for each and every believer to understand all that Father has for them. The Holy Spirit will lead us and guide us into all truth. However, one has to be willing to be led. we were talking yesterday, about the mystery of the gospel that Paul relates to 24 times within his epistles and that to solve a mystery, one has to take the time, to collect and evaluate all of the clues that are pertinent. what happens if one misplaces or loses the clues they have compiled?

<renewed> they would not be able to come to a proper conclusion and find out what is the truth ....

<mizpah> they will forget a lot to them, and have to start again, searching for them.

<helpmate> nothing happens...they stay on the milk

<shama> they wont be able to have full understanding of the mystery

<opentext> good answers. and the same would be true, if they tried to race through the scene, they could miss some of the clues, or in their haste, they could cover some up in finding a few. To Paul was revealed the mystery of the Gospel. Something that had been hidden in the world until the day of Pentecost, but now was made plain by the Holy Spirit to God's apostles and prophets to freely share with God's people.

<opentext> Eph 3:3-5, How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read,*** ye may understand*** my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not made known unto

 the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; (KJV)

<opentext> it is interesting to note, that Paul does not say that you will understand, but rather that you ​may​.  

<helpmate> it all depends on if you pursue it or not

<mizpah> contingent on whether you stay in the race, and keep looking for the clues.

<shama> our choice

<opentext> Definition for **revelation** …apokalupsis- 1) a laying bear, making naked  2) a disclosure of truth, an instruction  a) ​concerning things before unknown​  b) used of events by which things or states or persons ​ hitherto withdrawn​ from view are made visible to all  3)​ manifestation​, appearance.

<opentext> Eph 3:3, How that by **revelation** He made known unto me the mystery.

<opentext> In order to understand the mystery of the gospel, we have to come to an understanding of that which God was making plain to all mankind.  

<opentext> Prov 25:2   It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.   (KJV)

<opentext> and we know that those that are born again, God has made kings and priests.

<opentext> def for ​conceal​.  5641  cathar (saw-thar'); a primitive root; to hide (by covering), literally or figuratively: KJV-- be absent, keep close, conceal, hide (self),

 (keep) secret, X surely.

<opentext> Ps 31:19-20  Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men!  Thou shalt hide them in the​ secret ​of thy presence from the pride of man: thou shalt keep them​ secretly​ in a pavilion from the strife of tongues.(KJV)


<opentext> Eph 1:17-18, That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, **may give unto you** the spirit of wisdom and revelation {in the knowledge of Him}: The eyes of **your understanding** being enlightened; that **ye may know** what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints. (KJV)

<opentext> often times, we try to blame everyone else for our shortcomings with God.....yet...since Father has made the gift available to all...it can only be our own fault if we are lacking.  

<opentext> Prov 25:2 
It is the glory of God to conceal a thing:  the glory of God will be concealed from the flesh, but revealed ...or made open, by His Spirit.  Eph.1:17, That He may **give unto you**!


<opentext> can a gift be forced upon anyone?

<helpmate> no

<now-faith> not really, no

<shama> no

<shama> one has to receive it

<mizpah> it sure can't...our choice to accept it or refuse it.

<helpmate> you either accept it or decline it

<opentext> just as now with this person...how the devil is using him to try to steal from you, so that you will not hear.

<now-faith> and receive!

<opentext> Father reveals...but we still have to resist, as well as cast down every thought and imagination that exalts itself against the knowledge of God.  Isaiah 9:6, unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given. We have to understand that which has been given

 unto us. That which is made available to each and every believer. the child Jesus of Nazareth was born to a virgin, the Son of God was given to man-kind for the sin sacrifice. What is it that the Father of glory has given unto you?

<now-faith> Christ, the hope of glory

<mizpah> His Son, Jesus Christ

<helpmate> the possibility of life eternal

<shama> Jesus Christ, my saviour, His son

<opentext> Eph 1:17-18, That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, **may give unto you** the spirit of wisdom and revelation {in the knowledge of Him}: The eyes of **your understanding** being enlightened; that **ye may know** what

 is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints. (KJV)

<opentext> good answers...but with all of the disruptions...was referencing to the above verse. ​*may give unto you** the spirit of wisdom and revelation {in the knowledge of Him}​: we have to accept the Holy Spirit, and then also receive that which He tries to open to us. how many times, has the Holy Spirit tried to reveal things to us, but since we had not heard it taught before, we dismissed it?  

<renewed> it has happened to me before

<shama> lol.. very often

<righteousn> oh yes some times

<mizpah> too often

<righteousn> even in bad things

<opentext> this is why when we hear things...we have to be as the Bereans, and study the Word, to be sure the things that we hear are so.

<righteousn> oh yes

<opentext> Did you notice, "the Father of glory, **may give unto you** the spirit of wisdom and revelation {in the knowledge of Him}".

<mizpah> yes!

<opentext> it does not say that you are automatically be given it

<helpmate> He will not force you to accept Him

<opentext> or that Father is going to force it upon you

<opentext> Rom 3:24 Being justified ​freely​ by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:(KJV)

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> we have been given the unction of the Holy one to know all things... but having that unction does not mean that we will know all things, right?  We have to seek out what is there?

<opentext> ask, and salvation is given....seek, and you will find the mystery,....knock at the throne of God and He will open to you all that has been concealed there.

<opentext> Rom 8:32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also ​freely give us all  things​? (KJV)


<opentext> again, if someone died, and you were left within the will of that person...it would be up to you, to find out all that was rightfully yours.   everything that was yours, would be **manifest**  within the will, and with the **right attorney** you would be able to find all that was yours.   the right **mediator** would **reveal** to you, all

 that was **concealed** within the will

<opentext> 1 Tim 2:5
For there is one God, and ​one mediator​ between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.


<opentext> def for mediator...

3316  mesites-  1) one who intervenes between two, either in order to make or restore peace and friendship, or to form a compact, or for ratifying a covenant  2) a medium of communication, a arbitrator

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:24, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. (KJV)

<opentext> We have to come to an understanding of God's wisdom and power, Christ. We have to come to an understanding of how it is made available to us, and how we keep it in operation. what happens to a car, if one does not keep it full of gas?

<now-faith> it would die

<righteousn> stops

<helpmate> you run out of gas on a lonely road somewhere

<shama> it runs dry and stops going

<mizpah> it will not go anywhere

<renewed> once the gas has run out, the vehicle is of no use to us .. and we may get stalled out in a desert place

opentext> what happens when we run out of the Word?

<helpmate> the same thing

<righteousn> yes

<shama> we stop going forward also

<helpmate> we are left weak

<renewed> we also get dry and stop going forward

<righteousn> feel like we died in side

<mizpah> we don't run out though...

<opentext> so then, just as with the car, one can not fill the gas tank one time, and expect it to stay full the whole time you own the vehicle.

<righteousn> its a daily thing

<opentext> it takes regular and scheduled maintenance

<opentext> now faith...today if you harden not your heart

<righteousn> i would think it would pile up

<shama> and we have to make sure we fill our car with the correct gas too.

<opentext> exactly Judy...a daily thing, of keeping our spirit man fed with the Word of God

<opentext> steph, very good point. how many can go a whole week, with only feeding

 your spirit man one day?

<now-faith> ever get water in the tank?! or the watered down version of the Word?!

<mizpah> no way!

<righteousn> yes the correct gas

<shama> not me

<helpmate> me either

<righteousn> yes

<renewed> not me either

<opentext> yes michie...many are watering down the Word...to serve their own purposes. his is why Paul said..​.it is given to you to know the mystery of the kingdom of God​ .

<righteousn> that's what i was doing

<opentext> others may tell you about it and share things with you about the Word, but it all comes back to what do you do with it. if you never go to the gas station, what good does the gas do you, even though you know where the gas is?

<righteousn> feeding my spirit man one day a week...i was always talking to Father  always ..but not feasting on his word daily.

<renewed> it doesn't do you any good

<shama> none at all

<mizpah> it doesn't...it won't get in your tank by itself

<opentext> what good does it do you if you never turn on the pump? or, you never stick the nozzle in the car, once you turn the pump on? many factors in getting the proper fuel in the spiritual engine.

<shama> no good....we have to go there and receive it ourselves

<helpmate> diligently seek

<righteousn> we can't feed on others fuel…right?

<opentext> Word<---------------------------- i can point to the Word every day, but unless you go to the pump, turn it on, and receive what it has, it will be of no value to you. we will close here for today....any questions from today?  btw..very good input today by all

<renewed> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<renewed> not a question, but a comment ... was thinking of the difference between a self-serve gas station and a full-serve one .... one where we have to do the work for ourselves to fill our tanks, and therefore have the satisfaction of knowing what we

 are getting ... compared to a full server where we sit and expect someone else to do the filling for us. 

<righteousn> i like the point that we can not feed off others…Father has given me all the towels to feed on his word my self.

<opentext> cheryl...very good analogy

<opentext> Judy...exactly....Father has given you all of the tools

<shama^> going to the gas station and just looking around, would not help either.....like going to the Word with our fingers in our ears and not partaking of it?

<opentext> lol...yes steph

<righteousn> its like we need to hear that…that we do have the ability to do just that,,(for some reason i felt i didn't, like i always have to run to someone  higher up then me>0

<helpmate> like reading the Bible...just to say you read the whole thing

<opentext> just as many have never read their car manuals to find out what grade of fuel they need, thus end up putting in fuels that clog the engine

<shama^> yeah

<opentext> Judy...yes...and the only higher up we need to go to is God, and if we diligently seek Him, we will find Him

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> isn't wisdom and knowledge two different things?  like you can have knowledge, but without wisdom, you won't know how to use that knowledge?

<opentext> Col 2:2-3  acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;  In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.   (KJV)

<opentext> wisdom is of the Spirit, knowledge is of the intellect, or mind of man

<mizpah> ok...when it says we know all things...is that wisdom, then?

<opentext> will cover the definitions of the two at the start of study tomorrow

<mizpah> ok

<opentext> all wisdom and knowledge is from God, and we know that God is complete

<mizpah> and we are complete in Him

<opentext> and from 1Cor 1:24...Christ the power and wisdom of God.... exactly...we are complete in Him....nothing lacking. nothing hid or concealed from those that seek the

 mystery, and all that has been concealed within it.

<righteousn> i  used to think that i had to go to man…because I'd be safe and not led the wrong way…how silly my thinking. not silly Wrong. my thinking.

<righteousn> yes

<opentext> any true preacher of the Word...will ***always*** point the people to Father through Jesus Christ.  

<righteousn> and some are (right) but they can make big mistakes.

<opentext> that is why we need to always focus on the Word...not the person. it is the truth that sets us free....and His Word is truth

<righteousn> yes

<righteousn> it is so sad,, there are soooo many new Christians out there, i see them every day…and they are just spinning  .running to man for answers…like I've done and still do at times

<opentext> like cheryl was saying a bit earlier....most would like to go to a full service station...and depend on someone else, and never knew what we were getting.

<righteousn> right, but do you ever thing that maybe it all is not a mistake

<opentext> and that is why our dependency has to be in God, not on any person...study to show **yourself** approved unto God

<righteousn> because…I've been almost every were to learn about God.. and now finally I'm here

<opentext> judy...i know what Father has shown me, for He has backed it all up in His Word.  many people have called me a false teacher and such, but in 22 years...not one person or preacher has come to me and showed me in the Word where Father has taught me wrong.  

<righteousn> but now i don't need to run to all those other places because Father has com with me to them (to make sure id always be ok)but at the same time to get the learning that there ALL wrong.

<opentext> Father always has a remnant....so we know there are others....but that is not pertinent to us.  

<righteousn> yes.  larry did you ever go to a church? like Baptist…Lutheran?

<opentext> lol...yes...pastored at the Assemblies

<opentext> Rom 11:2-4  what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying,   Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life.  But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal.   (KJV)

<opentext> even Elijah asked God if he was the only one left serving Him....

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:16  At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.   (KJV)

<righteousn> oh my then you know about all the gifts of the spirit larry

<opentext> Paul even says, that at his first answer...all forsook him...yet that did not discourage him, from that which Father had showed him

<renewed> I see that scripture and I see the same thing, that Stephen said .. and can only wonder what the impact of seeing Stephen stoned was on Paul ...

<opentext> judy....the Bible in 1Cor 12:1...the word ​gifts​ is not there in the original text. we have all received the fullness of Christ...now it is up to each individual to find out how to access all that Father has given to them.  

<opentext> Eph 4:7

<opentext> 7
But unto every one of us is given grace according to

<opentext> Eph 4:7  But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.   (KJV)

<opentext> ​ the measure of the gift of Christ.
​


<righteousn> i say that so now i know you understand the kind of church i somehow got involved in..

<opentext> we can all understand judy....since many of us took the same path

<helpmate> sure can

<righteousn> yes, and that path i think helps me to be even stronger to realize i need only Father

<opentext> :-)

<righteousn> yes this is so cool, to learn…but sometimes (most of the time) i feel like a little ant...and i can't do any thing. But maybe that s what Father wants…He wants me

 to need HIM

<opentext> Phil 4:13 
I can do all things through Christ which

 strengtheneth me.   (KJV)

<helpmate> but the ant moved the rubber tree plant

<opentext> cheryl...what is it like to be stuck in a denomination?

<righteousn> oh my

<righteousn> lol

<renewed> wow .. it can be very difficult .. but I was thinking about what judy was saying ....and realized those that are truly seeking Father, He does lead them into a progressive awareness of Him ....

<righteousn> oh want to hear something neat?

<renewed> judy I was in the same "church" for 25 years, until I left it about 6 months ago

<helpmate> sure

<righteousn> i was thinking well I'm not leaving that church until i tell them just what i think and just how messed up they are. renewed my I'm sure that was hard

<renewed> no .. difficult .. not hard if you really are seeking the truth :-))

<righteousn> well Father has let me know that that is not my job to teach them it is his

<helpmate> Father will ask you to leave when it is time

<opentext> Prov 17:10  A reproof entereth more into a wise man than an hundred stripes into a fool.   (KJV)

<righteousn> he  does just want me out of there

<opentext> :-)

<righteousn> but i think he wants it done nicely

<opentext> walk away and close the door

<righteousn> like this Sunday…i didn't want to go soooo badly

<renewed> judy ... sometime I will discuss it with you :-))

<righteousn> well my work called.(and i NEVER work Sundays because i always have to be in church)

<opentext> judy...Father always makes a way of escape

<righteousn> yes larry he did ..my work called and i thought this is what Father is doing.  

so i called len and asked him if it was ok if i worked...he said sure.

<opentext> :-)

<righteousn> so i worked and i didn't die because i didn't go to

 church., but the fact of the matter I've been in church, every morning:-))))

<opentext> Acts 17:24  God that made the world and all things therein,

 seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth,​ dwelleth not in

 temples made with hands​;   (KJV)

<opentext> exactly Judy...we are the church...not any building

<righteousn> i really like that you don't mind telling me things

 over and over, because i love that bible verse.  i love hearing it

<opentext> lol...i did not learn the Word overnight...and i still learn each and every day

<righteousn> i had a church lady call me ..and she said so what did you learn in your bible study this morning on the computer.

<opentext> and

<righteousn> i got kind of scared ,,her question threw me...and i didn't know what to say,,, i just said well you'll have to come sometime to find out because it is hard to explained…but i said i had notes she could read. but then after i thought what s wrong with me why did i get scared? well now i know Father didn't want me to share…if

 she want Gods word she can come herself.

<opentext> Father will let you know when it is the proper time to answer

<righteousn> it was the pastors wife

<opentext> Father's wisdom

<righteousn> yes.  i meditate on bible verses, and i know so many by heart, but when someone says tell me it…my mind goes blank...but i can tell Father it all day long.

<opentext> when you went to kindergarten, when you went back the second day, did they start you in high school?

<righteousn> lol…i've heard that before   :-) no

<opentext> we grow in confidence each day in that which Father shows us

<righteousn> yes

<opentext> we also have to learn to be patient with ourselves

<opentext> right miz

<righteousn> yes

<mizpah> p p p p p patient?

<righteousn> i have to control myself at time  i feel like i could eat the hole bible at one time

<mizpah> lol...oh, yeh.  i sure know how that feels.  i want it all...and i want it right NOW!

<righteousn> oh good

