4 October 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father, we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared for us that will keep and sustain us and enable us to remain on the strait and narrow path that leads home to you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:5-6, 5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. 6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. KJV

 

<opentext> Now as we talked about a bit yesterday, how easily it is for people to develop habits or rituals, and that even after leaving them, how easily they can still come back into one's life if they are not attentive to the Message of faith.

 

<opentext> Gal 4:9-11, 9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? 10 Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. 11 I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain. KJV

 

<opentext> Here we can see an example of exactly what Paul is talking about, and how he describes how the people "turned back again' to the weak and beggarly elements [habits or rituals] that they had left behind, but now some how had become a focus again in their lives.

<opentext> So how are these things [habits or rituals] again able to gain a foothold in the believers life?

<chosen> it's always a choice...... for us to make to allow them in

<at-peace> when one becomes dull of hearing from not keeping the mind renewed on things above 

<opentext> Let us again go back to the opening verse of this chapter, and how Paul describes those who have slipped as being weak in the faith. That is they had become lazy or dull in their hearing. In other words, they became lazy or inattentive to God and His Word, and began to give ear to things other then the truth of His Word.

<opentext> We are instructed to meditate in the Word day and night, to not allow it to depart from us. We can hear Father's counsel and instruction concerning this, but, does one really always give heed to it?

<chosen> it needs to be what consumes our heart and mind so that we do give heed to it

<at-peace> not when one allows the cares of this life to enter in and they stop walking by faith

<opentext> So what you are saying is, that when one is attentive to the counsel Father gives, that one will then be able to thwart the firey darts of the enemy, because they will have the proper amount of deterrent to quell any uprisings within?

<chosen> having on the armour of God

<at-peace> yes, the shield of faith up and operational

<opentext> So then, if you begin doubtful disputations with people over the foods they eat, or the days which they celebrate, haven't you lowered yourself to their level, rather then being confident and assured of the work that He has begun within you?

<at-peace> yes     <chosen> yes

<opentext> So we can see then, why it is so important that we know His voice, so that one will not give ear to, not entertain anything that is not from the Father. And the only way one gets to know His voice better, is by the quality time that they spend with Him.

<opentext> The key there being quality time; yet, how many really give quality time to and with the Father?

at-peace> few take the time to set aside all distractions and allow Father to minister to them that which is needful for their growth and maturity

<chosen> few do..... but He should receive the first of our time... my time with Him is priority

<opentext> Isn't not eating certain foods, or just honoring certain days, a way for the people to allot only certain times of and from their lives, so that they are free to then do what they want, seeing as how they think that they have done these certain things for God?

<chosen> most neglect Him until they want something from Him..... we should seek Him first every single day

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> We are saved by grace through attentive hearing of the voice of God and being attentive to the Message delivered to us by Him. Anything other then that becomes works, and one cannot be saved by works. So we can see then that when people eat only certain foods, of celebrate or only worship certain days, that they have entered the arena of works again, and we can see then why the intimacy of their relationship with Him will then begin to fade.

<opentext> So we can see how plain it is to identify this type of leaven when one's hearing is clear, and they are being attentive to the voice and counsel of God. Yet, when people have allowed this type of leaven in, how are they able to get free from it?

<at-peace> by seeking His forgiveness and returning to the truth and holding fast to it

<chosen> by laying aside everything else, and seeking only God's truth

<opentext> Can you think of all the times that you have strayed, whether a little or a lot, and how God had all of these sign posts along the way that tried to get your attention and warn you that you were listening to poor directions?

<chosen> yes     <at-peace> yes

<opentext> So we can see then why Paul instructs us to be confident in the work which He has begun within us, so that we can be that clear and readable signpost to those around us, that they might heed to counsel of God.
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