4 January 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and the fellowship you have blessed us with together in Christ, and pray that each of us would hear your guidance and counsel in and through all things that you may be glorified through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:19-21, 19 So the big question is, Why didn't Israel understand that she had no corner on this message? Moses had it right when he predicted, When you see God reach out to those you consider your inferiors - outsiders! - you'll become insanely jealous. When you see God reach out to people you think are religiously stupid, you'll throw temper tantrums. (from THE MESSAGE)

<opentext> People often hear, but seldom comprehend that which is spoken. Even in today's world, stop and consider how each denomination thinks or assumes how they have the only way to salvation. (1Cor 1:11-17)
<opentext> And how often is it jealousy that causes the friction between these different factions [denominations]?

<helpmate> very often, because each one says that "they" are the true and only way to make it to heaven

<chosen> probably often, as well as pride

<disciple> always...only one truth...many denominations

<helpmate> only Father's Word is truth (John 17:17)....and most of them do not know His word

<opentext> Stop and ponder for a moment, that when one sees God working in someone else, in a way they don't understand, how often is it that people will then attempt to discredit that which they don't understand, or that which falls within their supposed reasoning and rationalization of God?

<disciple> right or wrong, most people want to be the leading example...if it doesn't conform to their thinking, they believe it's wrong

<chosen> most often

<helpmate> Father works in mysterious ways…and only those that know the mystery are going to be able to understand His ways

<at-peace> if one has their focus off their own walk and relationship then they will not understand how God is working for the natural man cannot receive the things of God neither can he know them (1Cor 2:11-14)
<opentext> Isn't it amazing how people will attempt to limit God to what they understand, rather then remembering that he is the Creator of the universe, and that so often His ways are beyond our ways and our understanding. 
<opentext> So rather then putting forth the effort to seek God, and to see and verify if that is God working in that situation, rather they put forth all of their effort to destroy that which they do not understand.  …blindness of the heart

<opentext> Rom 10:20 Isaiah dared to speak out these words of God: People found and welcomed me who never so much as looked for me. And I found and welcomed people who had never even asked about me. (from THE MESSAGE)

 

<opentext> When people think or assume that they have a corner on God, don't they have a tendency to get a bit huffy, when they see people whom God may be working with?

<helpmate> yes… they have no patience for or with them

<opentext> [outside of their own circle, so to speak]

<chosen> yes     <disciple> yes

<at-peace> one going about to establish their own righteousness (Rom 10:3)
<opentext> How often is it, that maybe we have limited God in our own walk and life, because our thinking was the same as this?

<disciple> yes, have done that at times

<helpmate> we should keep our thinking out of the way and let the mind of Christ rule

 

<opentext> Rom 10:21 Then he capped it with a damning indictment: Day after day after day, I beckoned Israel with open arms, And got nothing for my trouble but cold shoulders and icy stares. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 
Heb 3:8-12 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.) Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. (KJV)
Heb 3:13-19 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness? And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not?  So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. (KJV)

<opentext> Have you ever given God the cold shoulder and an icy stare, because of how and why He may have been working in someone else's life? …. My heart convicted
<opentext> Now why was Israel like this? People are quick to forget, that faith, the ability to believe God, is by hearing the Message delivered to mankind, by and through Christ.

<opentext> Now Israel had been given the opportunity to hear this Message for several thousand years. They heard what they wanted to hear, but not hear God's intended purpose and plan. 
….a heart hardened

<helpmate> they were not listening through Christ, or to what the prophets had to say over the years...they only listened to man's doctrine they received through their church

<opentext> How often is it that we get the same way, we hear what we want to hear, and are not patient enough, or studious enough, to seek God's wisdom to understand His purpose and plan in any given situation?

<disciple> too often

<chosen> in some areas we may not be diligent enough to wait to hear Him all the way through

<opentext> Israel heard, but they did not hear! The same is true for many religious people today, they have heard, but what they have heard is not the wisdom from above. And so they formulate and then disperse what they think or assume is God's purpose and plan.

….they did not comprehend or think outside the box

<opentext> How easy is to keep [by one's own thinking] God within a box, and not allow the eyes of understanding (Eph 1:18) to develop at all beyond those self constructed boundaries one has placed on God?

<disciple> when one becomes impatient, and wants a quicker answer than what they are receiving

<helpmate> easy if you do not open your Bible and look to see what is in there for yourself...you have to place all of your trust and knowledge in what man has to say to you

<chosen> easy… in those areas that we have listened to the wrong voice in

<opentext> We can look at these examples of stubborn people within the Bible, and see how they got in the condition that they were in. Yet, one has to remain mindful of how their pride and arrogance got them to this place, so that the same thing does not happen to you.

Prov 16:18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. (KJV)

Rom 11:20-21 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.

(KJV)

Rom 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. (KJV)
Heb 3:12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. (KJV)
1 Cor 10:1-11 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual meat; And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. (KJV)
1 Cor 10:12-13 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

(KJV)

<opentext> And how does one avoid this pitfall? By recognizing, hearing and then giving audience to the voice and Word of God. Being cognizant that each and every word that proceeds from the Father's mouth (Matt 4:4), does have life and death implications. 
John 12:50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. (KJV)
…Rom 10 – a matter of the heart

…not falling into the same unbelief
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