4 February 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

[05:02] <mike> Father... we thank you and praise you for the excellency of your precious Spirit. You are the One who delivers from death... and you have chosen to sup with us this day... which rejoices our hearts. thank you for my brothers and sisters in Christ and we look forward to the day we stand before you blameless in the righteousness of Christ Jesus or King!

 

<opentext> Rom 4:13-14, 13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: KJV

<opentext> How often is it, that people think or assume that they have exclusive rights to and with God, because of the physical things that they do?

<mike> what a trap... way to often

<disciple> trying to compare the physical things with spiritual

<chosen> many think that position in the world gives them position with Father

 

<opentext> As Paul points out here, that it is not by any physical bonds or association that sets a person in and under God's grace, but that rather that it is by faith, and faith alone in Father's plan of reconciliation. Man tries to set up and establish exclusive clubs for God; yet fail to hear and comprehend that God so loved "the world", that He gave His only begotten Son to bring about restoration.

 

<opentext> Rom 4:16, Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, KJV

 

<opentext> It is of faith, through the acceptance of Father's grace and mercy. As Paul points out to the Ephesians, that it is only by grace through faith that one can be saved, delivered, made whole by Christ in them. That it is not by works. lest any person should attempt to boast of their accomplishments.

Eph 2:8-9
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
(KJV)

 

Gal 3:22-26
22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.
23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.
24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.
25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.
26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
(KJV)
<opentext> It is very humbling, when one is able to recognize the great love Father had and has for us, while we were yet sinners. It is the reciprocation of this love, that allows a person to fully accept the gift that God has for those who sincerely seek Him.

<opentext> His grace and mercy is there for any and all that will accept it. It is amazing, that Father had the Son pay the price for every sin that has been committed, or will be committed, so that no one will have an excuse when they stand before Him.

<opentext> How often does one think about this great love, that they have the opportunity to allow to shine from their life, that one more may see?

<disciple> when one's purpose for everything they do is to glorify Father, then His light will shine, but most don't consider Him in anything they do

<chosen> it's a precious gift and we shouldn't hide it under a bushel

<at-peace> we have been given the ministry of reconciliation.. should be something we keep continually in remembrance being the example of the believers.

 

<opentext> For by grace, through faith is one saved. It is the very precious gift of God. Yet, does one always remember to treasure this gift? Is it always the highlight of your life?

<disciple> not always, but should always be in the forefront of our thoughts and actions

 

<opentext> Rom 4:17, (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. KJV

 

<opentext> Now for a moment stop and ponder; do you think that Abraham had any doubts when God asked him to move on and away from his sinful past? Do you think he wondered where God was going to bring him? How God would provide for him?

<chosen> yes am sure he would've questioned

<disciple> no different than we are...he had doubts, but then trusted Father to know what was best for Him, and obeyed Him

<at-peace> satan is immediately there to cast doubt in 

 

<opentext> We always read the end results, but do not always contemplate what it took for the person to get to their place in the hall of faith. Why is this?

<mike> like our sister shared earlier "trying to compare the physical things with spiritual"

<disciple> we want it to happen as fast as it took us to read that it happened for others...not realizing the time it took to grow and learn patience

 

<opentext> Counting the cost. Comparing spiritual thing with the spiritual; for God is a Spirit, and those who worship, fellowship with Him, must do so in Spirit in accordance with the truth of His Word.

 

<opentext> Prov 3:5-8, 5Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 7Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. 8It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Trusting in the Lord with all of "your" heart. Establishing "your" relationship with God, built around "your" intimacy with Him.

<opentext> It is then that we will see as Abraham did, that God has our best interests at the heart of the matter. It was "our" wisdom that got us in that deplorable, despicable state in the first place, so why would one want to return to their own reasoning and logic?

<mike> no thanks   <disciple> not me, like a dog returning to his own vomit

<chosen> thinking they know better than God

 

<opentext> Abraham remembered what his old life was like, and so learned to acknowledge God in all of his ways, so that the Lord was able to direct his path. Are you always willing to allow the Lord to lead?

<disciple> not always...i fail...and fall short, at times

<chosen> we only will when walking in the Spirit, not when our own agenda gets in

 

<opentext> Christ, the power and wisdom of God, is the gift that God has made available to us and for us. In Christ are all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and able to guide us safely to Father's house. Today, by grace through faith, you are able to have that intimate fellowship with Father, just as all of those listed in the hall of faith!
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