4 August 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father we thank you for your Word, for that which you have prepared for us this day, we pray that we will receive it with a thankful heart and allow your words to be all that we give ear to this day through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 13:8, Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. KJV

 

<opentext> 1 John 2:5, But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. KJV

 

<opentext> How often is it that people equate God's love with His Word?

<helpmate> they don't

<chosen> not many do

<opentext> Now one must remember that faith [hearing, receiving and applying the message once delivered by Christ] works or operates in one's life by His love. 

<opentext> Christ is the manifestation of Father's love; so in order for one to be that active participant in and of the divine nature, one must be operating in God's love.

 

<opentext> 1 John 3:1, Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. KJV

 

<opentext> Yet, so often people will try to identify by and through the worlds standards, and then wonder why it is so difficult to live by and through His Word.

<opentext> And yet, when the world does not recognize the things one does in accordance with His Word, how often is it that it then bothers people because the world did not recognize what they were doing?

<helpmate> Amos 3:3Can two walk together, except they be agreed? (KJV)

<helpmate> He also tells us to come out from amongst them

<opentext> A house that is divided will not stand. One is either for God, or against Him. And that is why one must recognize that this has to first begin with us, the believer, that we have and acknowledge God's love in and for our life, before one can show it, manifest it to anyone else.

<opentext> As John says above, people want to be recognized as God's children, and yet want to world to acknowledge what they are doing. One cannot have it both ways.

 

<opentext> 1 John 3:18 Little children, let us not love [merely] in theory or in speech but in deed and in truth (in practice and in sincerity). 19 By this we shall come to know (perceive, recognize, and understand) that we are of the Truth, and can reassure (quiet, conciliate, and pacify) our hearts in His presence, AMP

 

<opentext> Let us love in deed and in truth. Now think about that for a moment; what is a deed? Isn't that which documents that which someone possesses?

<helpmate> anything that a person does....yes

<chosen> yes

<helpmate> yes...it tell one about the character of that person

<opentext> So think about that, our life is supposed to be an open declaration of God's love in our life, guided and directed by His message of love.

<opentext> God so loved the world [us], that He gave His Son as a ransom for us, even though we were not deserving of it. Yet, is this the way or same manner in which we present God's love to those that are around us?

<chosen> it needs to be

<helpmate> we try to have it so all the time...still need a bit of help in some instances

<opentext> Think about this; how often when traveling have you used a road sign to help you in getting to where you needed to go?

<chosen> lots

<helpmate> any time we are out going somewhere

<opentext> Now, when was the last time that after a road sign assisted you in arriving at your destination, that you called the city or state and thanked them for having the road sign there to assist you?

<helpmate> lol...never

<chosen> never

<opentext> Now, aren't we supposed to be road signs along that strait and narrow path? Yet, when doing that which Father asks of us, how often does one look for acknowledgement from the world?  Shouldn't it be enough to have the Father pleased with us, just as it was in the life of Jesus Christ?

<chosen> yes it's only His approval we need

<helpmate> yes...exactly

<opentext> So we can see more clearly that which Paul is trying to show us in Romans 13:8, that we are to owe, or be obligated to anyone for nothing except His love. And since that should be our duty or lifestyle, having Father pleased with us should be all that one wants or expects.

<opentext> His Word, or His love I have hid, i have treasured in my heart, so that i will do nothing displeasing to Him.
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