3 October 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for this day, to partake of the spiritual blessings you have blessed us with, learning to receive by hearing your message of love delivered through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 14:5-6, 5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. 6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. KJV

 

<opentext> How hard is it for people to overcome their past habits?

<greg> it can be difficult, especially when they don’t want to let go, and are not doing things heartily unto the Lord

<chosen> some are harder than others, but they all have to be replaced with doing that which Father asks of us

<at-peace> when trying to do it without Christ one continues to repeat those habits

<opentext> Consider for a moment all the things that you have done, just because that is what you were taught, or the way that you were taught. And because this is what you were taught, and the way you were taught, you continued to do them, most times without even thinking about them, they had become a way of life.

<opentext> And then consider how many other people that you know, who were taught and trained in much of the same manner, how much more pressure does it put on a person to then continue in that way or manner?

<greg> until one truly gets grounded and settled, they usually give in to peer pressure

<chosen> it may be a lot of pressure, but it depends on who one is trying to please

<opentext> So when Paul is talking about people esteeming one day above another, then wouldn't this mainly be a result of the way that that person was taught, and what they were taught?

<at-peace> yes, following the traditions and doctrines that they had been taught

<chosen> yes, teaching them to only worship God on particular days rather than every day

<opentext> Now for yourself, when change comes about in your life, are you more readily to accept it when it is forced upon you, or you are given the choice to make the change?

<chosen> when i have the choice    <at-peace> when given a choice

<opentext> And when you are able to observe someone who is also making those changes or adaptations in their life, doesn't it make it easier to accept them for one's own life as well?

<chosen> yes, if it lines up with God's Word   <at-peace> yes

<opentext> But, doesn't it also take clear evidence to be presented, to also make that choice more agreeable for a person to make change in their life?

<at-peace> yes it does      <chosen> yes

<opentext> But, consider this also; have you ever made changes in your life, without having clear and undisputable facts?

<chosen> yes     <at-peace> yes, going by hearsay

<opentext> And then to later find out that the changes that you made, were only made by some persons analysis, rather then by the truth. So how wary did this cause you to be of people trying to bring about change within your life?

<at-peace> didn't jump on the band wagon as readily 

<chosen> it should cause one to weigh any person's opinion against God's Word

<opentext> Now also consider this; in the past you knew songs and tunes that were not uplifting, nor did they give glory to God, but they did play on the emotions and such. And now, even after being more aware of the truth, when hearing those songs or tunes, how often can one find themselves singing or humming along?

<at-peace> used to more often before but now more aware

<opentext> So we can see then, that even though we have been delivered from many of these old habits, that unless one maintains their shield of faith, that one can get burned from time to time, if they do not remain vigilant to the truth of His Word. Yet,  how easy is it to allow the lower nature to stay around in some areas of one's life?

<chosen> we need to crucify it every time it starts to rise up, keeping it in subjection to God's truth

<opentext> Now, we have to keep in mind how Paul started this section off, by saying how we are to receive those who are under nourished in the faith, and to do this without doubtful disputations. So we should be beginning to see how vital the example that we set as believers is, and how easily what we do [right or wrong], can influence other people.

<opentext> And it is not something that one tries to force in and upon other people, but that one sets by the example of their life, as they have been instructed and taught by the sound doctrine of God's Word. Yet, how often will people in an attempt to get people to change, think that just a little bit of compromise will be okay?

<chosen> many do, but we should give Father 100% not 99%

<at-peace> when one forgets what manner of man they are and allow the leaven in

<opentext> Let us hold fast the profession of faith, without wavering! 
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