3 November 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 
<greg> Father we thank you for all you have provided this day to walk in the spirit and fulfill your plan of salvation you have set for us before the foundation of the world, doing those things which are pleasing in your sight, letting your peace rule in our lives this day through Jesus Christ our lord
 
<opentext> Rom 14:11-12, 11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. KJV
 
<opentext> Each of us will have to give account of themselves to God. Thus why it is so essential that each one of us works out our own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God.
<opentext> Now that really simplifies things if one does keep that in proper perspective. We are not accountable for anyone's salvation but our own, however, one still has to be mindful that we are responsible for the example that we do set for others.
<opentext> It seems that people often forget that, and because they only have to be concerned with their own salvation, they then assume that they can set whatever kind of example that they want.
<opentext> And just as we talked about yesterday, that we are to be studying for Father's approval; that we are supposed to be doing all to please Him.
<opentext> So what happens when one's testimony does not align with their walk?
<at-peace> one is not taken seriously as being a Christian and can push others further away from God instead of closer.... being looked at as a hypocrite
<greg> there is no peace, and it become obvious to others that the example you claimed to be setting isn’t happening
<opentext> So we can see then that in one working out their own salvation [giving account of themselves to God] that one who is really seeking Him, will do all that they can to be pleasing to Him, and thus want to give the proper presentation of God's people and kingdom to those that are around them.
<opentext> Yet, how often do people try to "sugar coat" the Message, thinking that it will attract more people to the Message?
<helpmate> it is the way that most of them out there do it
<greg> if it takes a gimmick to attract the people, it will take more gimmicks to keep them around, rather than presenting the truth, and letting them deal with that
<chosen> most do, an ear tickling message
 
<opentext> Rom 14:13 Then let us no more criticize and blame and pass judgment on one another, but rather decide and endeavor never to put a stumbling block or an obstacle or a hindrance in the way of a brother. AMP
 
<opentext> So we can see then what Paul is talking about here, about not placing a stumbling block in the way of others. Sugar coating the Message would be doing just that.
<opentext> And then there are others that tell you to live the gospel Message, while they themselves have set up modified rules for themselves. How confusing can this be to those who are young in the Lord?
<helpmate> very, it makes one think that any way that they choose will be alright
<at-peace> very confusing and can be damaging enough to cause them to stumble and possibly fall 
<chosen> very
<greg> about as confusing as the guy who was having a water baptism, and ends up getting electrocuted, so much for rituals and traditions
<opentext> And then what about the fault finders, those who criticize anything and everything anyone else does?
<helpmate> that is to keep the focus off of what they are doing and do not want others to see
<chosen> they will one day be judged too, by The Judge
<greg> 2 Pet 2:18For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.19While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. (KJV)

<greg>2 Pet 2:18.  For by uttering arrogant nonsense, through base desires of the lower nature, they entice into immorality men who are just escaping from those who live in error,19.  promising them freedom, though they are slaves of destruction themselves; for a man is the slave of anything that conquers him. (Williams trans)
<at-peace> if one is looking for faults in others then they are not being attentive to their own walk and relationship 
<opentext> Usually too, aren't the fault finders also liking to live their life on the pedestal?
<chosen> not willing to look in their own eye
<greg> yes, they try and justify themselves
<at-peace> usually it is because of their own insecurities
<opentext> So often times then, aren't they the stumbling block, the obstacle, the hindrance themselves, that they place in the path of others?
<helpmate> yes     <chosen> yes they are
<at-peace> yes, and one becomes the stumbling block for themselves also
<greg> its usually the area's in their own lives that they have not conquered, that they criticize others with
<opentext> And again, we have to remain mindful about the consequences that the Lord talks about for those that lead any of His little one's astray.
<opentext> Being that example of the believer at all times, and not just once or twice a week, or once or twice a year. 
<opentext> Thus we can see why that Paul tells us that we should pray without ceasing. One should be in constant communications with the Father through Jesus Christ, just as Jesus Christ, the forerunner, set that example for us to follow after.
<opentext> But what about those that never want to bring up the intricate details of the gospel life and what is required of the believer, are they really any different then those who try to skirt the issues?
<greg> only the truth will set one free, most would rather build numbers rather than building up the spirit man
<chosen> they water down the gospel message
<opentext> Being responsible to present the proper picture or portrayal of life in Christ, is what one will do, if they are wanting to live a life that is pleasing to God. And this can only happen as one maintains a constant and positive relationship with the Creator, every minute of every day.
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