3 February 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time to gather before you through Jesus Christ, that we may receive from you that which is essential for us to continue our journey home. With an open heart and mind, let us be receptive to that which you know that we have need of this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 11:22, Then note and appreciate the gracious kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's gracious kindness to you--provided you continue in His grace and abide in His kindness; otherwise you too will be cut off (pruned away). AMP

 

<opentext> Yesterday, we talked a little about how the wrong weight on a branch can damage it, and even break it off.

<opentext> One has to remember that God designed that branch to support and sustain the weight that it was designed for. At first the branch is small, and is only able to support a few leaves, but as it grows and strengthens in the Lord, it is soon able to support other branches as well.

<opentext> And eventually, it will be able to hold and support any fruit that is developed on it.

<opentext> Another thing to consider, that since the branch comes out of the vine, that shows us and tells us that the development of that branch then is based in and on the revelation of who one is in Christ, and all subsequent growth of the branch is determined by further understanding of that revelation.

<opentext> How often is one content at where they are in their growth, or are they to preoccupied in looking at what they think other branches are doing?

<helpmate> for most the cares of the world preoccupy their mind

<chosen> we need to be confident of the work He is doing within "me" no matter where anyone else is, being thankful that He has chosen to help me grow

<opentext> Since the growth is accomplished by one's growth and understanding of the revelation of the mystery of the gospel, then we can see that it is as Paul told us in his epistle to the Galatians, that is imperative that one seeks that deep and intimate relationship with the Father, in order for Christ to be revealed within us.

<opentext> Christ is the power and wisdom of God; in Christ are all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. So the more one understands who they are in Him, the more of all the proper nutriments that are provided to them and for them, for the proper growth and development to occur.

<opentext> Now if a branch is only several inches long, and it tried to grow fruit, what do you think would happen to the branch?

<chosen> it would weigh down and eventually break off from the weight on it

<at-peace> it would lean toward the ground because of the weight and eventually break off

<helpmate> the branch may crack or at the least be twisted and deformed because it cannot support the weight

<opentext> So what do you think happens to us, when we try to do or accomplish more then that which Father has asked of us?

<at-peace> the burden becomes to heavy and we can break also

<chosen> it could weigh us down, weaken us because we are doing it in our own strength 

<helpmate> we are mere babes

<opentext> So are we beginning to see how important it is for the believer to be content in where ever Father has them at in their growth and development?

<helpmate> ye   <chosen> yes   <at-peace> yes

<opentext> Now another thing to think about, that since one's growth is dependent upon the revelation of who we are in Christ, then all subsequent growth is a direct reflection of that revelation. Thus all new leaves, or branches that come out of that branch, are a result of further understanding of the mystery or revelation of who we are in Christ.

 

<opentext> Matt 7:15-17, 15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. KJV

 

<opentext> [Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit] What a terrible sentence is this against Christ less pastors, and Christ less hearers! Every tree that produceth not good fruit, is to be now cut down; the act of excision is now taking place: the curse of the Lord is even now on the head and the heart of every false teacher and impenitent hearer. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

<opentext> Again one must remember that there was but one tree of life within the garden. And since Christ is the vine and we are the branches, there is but one tree of life, everything else are but cheap imitations.

<opentext> I find it interesting that the Lord talks about wolves in sheep's clothing, and then immediately talks about a good tree or a corrupt tree. So what do you think this should tell us?

<at-peace> a man is known by his fruit... pay attention to the fruit if it is rotten stay away from it for it will only cause sickness

<helpmate> like sweet and bitter water coming from the same fountain

<chosen> there is only 2 choices, we are either for Him or against Him

<opentext> How about how intricate the deception can be, if one is not attentive to all details?

<helpmate> the deception is covered up with partial truths so that it looks good to most, only those who continue to study will be able to pick out the faults

<at-peace> one needs to be able to discern good and evil … and avoid that which is contrary

<chosen> having our senses exercised to discern both good and evil

<opentext> If you will recall, as Paul was sharing about the mystery in Hebrews, he was talking about how many are dull of hearing all revelation of the mystery presented to them; and as such their hearing became lazy and dull; and those who are in such a state are not able to discern between good and evil.

<opentext> One must remember that it is the Lord who knows the thoughts and intents of the heart; thus those who are His, those who are seeking the closer and intimate relationship in Him and with Him, will then have access to that information as well, since He is the vine, our source for everything.
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