3 December 2004 Friday Food for thought!

 

Romans 10:9-10 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. KJV

 


With the heart, man believes, trusts in, relies on his relationship with God by his relationship in Christ Jesus. Learning to abide (John 15:4-5), that is live in, operate in the realm of the Spirit. Thus, we can see why Paul tells us to walk in the Spirit, and then one will not be led astray by the yearnings, cravings, desires of the old or lower nature (Gal 5:16). Many begin a new life with Christ and will briefly operate in the realm of His Spirit. But, because people have a tendency to follow the crowds, it is not long before they revert to living in the fleshly realm, assuming, thinking that this will bring them to perfection. (Sower parable Mark 4:14-20)
  

Galatians 3:1-3 You crazy Galatians! Did someone put a hex on you? Have you taken leave of your senses? Something crazy has happened, for it's obvious that you no longer have the crucified Jesus in clear focus in your lives. His sacrifice on the Cross was certainly set before you clearly enough. 2 Let me put this question to you: How did your new life begin? Was it by working your heads off to please God? Or was it by responding to God's Message to you? 3 Are you going to continue this craziness? For only crazy people would think they could complete by their own efforts what was begun by God. If you weren't smart enough or strong enough to begin it, how do you suppose you could perfect it? (From THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

Galatians 3:1-3 O YOU poor and silly and thoughtless and unreflecting and senseless Galatians! Who has fascinated or bewitched or cast a spell over you, unto whom--right before your very eyes--Jesus Christ (the Messiah) was openly and graphically set forth and portrayed as crucified? 2 Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the [Holy] Spirit as the result of obeying the Law and doing its works, or was it by hearing [the message of the Gospel] and believing [it]? [Was it from observing a law of rituals or from a message of faith?] 3 Are you so foolish and so senseless and so silly? Having begun [your new life spiritually] with the [Holy] Spirit, are you now reaching perfection [by dependence] on the flesh? AMP

 


Are you truly striving and pressing forward in His Spirit this day, or have you reverted to the ways of the flesh? Food for thought!
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Romans 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. (KJV)

Philippians 3:3 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. (KJV)
