3 August 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we have to come before you by and through Christ Jesus, to receive of and from you all that we have need of for this journey through this day in now faith.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:8, Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. KJV

 

<opentext> John tells us that God is love(1John 4:8, 4:16). Those that fellowship with the Father, must do sp in Spirit and in truth(John 4:24), His Word is truth(John 17:17). Therefore to be that imitator of Christ Jesus, one has to be operating in love.

 

<opentext> If, one will then operate in that love of God, then the character of Jesus Christ is what will be manifest to those around us.

…character of Christ, the example of the believers – the fruit of the Spirit

 

<opentext> Gal 5:22-23, 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. KJV

 

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul scribed this description of what happens as the believer develops in the character and nature of Christ. And since faith works by love(Gal 5:6), then we can see that we first have to have God's love for ourself, before one is able to manifest it to anyone else.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that we see people that profess to be believers, yet do not apply God's love to their own life?

<at-peace> more often than we should…many being hears only and not doers(James 1:22-25)
<opentext> Thus we can see why the devil has such a snare out there for people to try to do works to validate their relationship with God. Since they are not able to have that intimate relationship with Him, then works gives them a false sense of security.

…not of works lest any man should boast (Eph 2:8-9)

<opentext> Good point charlene, that many are hearers of the Word, but not doers. In other words, they are not able to manifest the love of God within their life for themselves, let alone for others. But yet how often do people ever equate their failure of acceptance of God's love, as to why they remain a carnal Christian?

<at-peace> few because they get caught up in what man is saying what their relationship with God should be thus being blinded from the true love that is only in Christ... God's love

<opentext> Think about it this way: note how in both of the opening verses how Paul shows us that if the love of God is operating within one's life, then they have no need of commandments or laws to govern or guide them, since the essence of their being is now to imitate God's love in every situation, in every circumstance.

<opentext> Thus why we are to owe no man [beginning with ourselves] anything but the love of God. And yet how often are people really content with the person that they are?

<at-peace> depends on where one's focus is at... if on failures one won't be content

<opentext> We are instructed to be in the world, but not of the world(John 17:14-16). One has to walk in the Spirit, in order to be able to overcome the lusts of the lower nature(Gal 5:16). One can only be in this world, but not of this world, if they are operating in God's love, thus why we are told to be seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus(Eph 2:6).

<opentext> Think about it for a moment; isn't is when one gets out of the Spirit in their life [forgetting God's love to them and for them] that then the problems or warfare then begins in one's life (Gal 5:17)?

<at-peace> yes, the leaven begins to set in (Gal 5:7-9)
<opentext> So we then can see why Paul tells us why one needs to be accountable to God for this gift of Christ, the manifestation of His love for us. Why this gift needs to remain treasured and valued above all else. 
Matt 13:45-46 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. (KJV)

Ps 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. (KJV)

<opentext> I often think about how when people get a new car, that for the first few months, they nurture and maintain that vehicle and keep it in showroom condition. But, what happens as the next years models come out; and or the vehicle begins to lose it's luster and value?

<at-peace> the newness starts to wear off and it begins to be taken for granted... and thoughts of trading it in

<opentext> Isn't this the way most people are in regards to their salvation? They value it and treasure it until others start telling them about some new fad or movement, and how they now have to try that to get that spark in their life that now seems to be lacking?

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> To owe no man [beginning with oneself] anything but love. Since every day is now faith with Father (Heb 11:1), this gift of Christ we have should be new and fresh to us every day. It should captivate our every thought, and remain the prized possession of our life.

2 Cor 6:2  (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of  salvation.) (KJV)

 
Heb 2:3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; (KJV)
1 Tim 4:14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. (KJV)

Lam 3:22-23 It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. (KJV)

Love conquerors all and the beauty that is only in Christ

Allowing His love to blossom within us …the newness of life… today

Not allowing the weeds (cares and concerns) of this life in to destroy the beauty of the garden within us
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