31 March 2005 Thursday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come before you to receive from you that which we need to sustain us this day by and through Christ Jesus. Let us be receptive to all that you have for us this day, that we may continue to grow up into Him in all things pertaining to salvation.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:3,  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. KJV

 

<opentext> God has dealt to every man, the measure of faith.

<opentext> Each of us receives the same measure, the same ability, to be able to hear that Message which has been delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Yet how often does a person think or assume that others have received more from God then what they have?

<disciple> used to think that     <chosen> most do

<opentext> His people perish because of a lack of knowledge. People can quote that verse, but seldom really comprehend what God is relating to us, as He is no respecter of persons.

<opentext> So it is a matter of one being able to hear the voice and the Word of God for growth, development and maturity to start in their journey towards home.

<opentext> We have all been given the same ability to hear His voice. So why is it then that there are so few that really hear His voice, and even fewer that will respond to it?

<helpmate> have not exercised that right

<helpmate> they have not studied for His approval so they have not learned how to hear

<chosen> they choose to listen to the roar which drowns out His small voice

<disciple> most ignore it, because it would take dedication to Father to obey...others are just numb to His voice

<opentext> In the world there are many voices that are vying for a persons attention. Yet there is only One voice that has one's true eternal interests in mind when speaking to us.

<opentext> So yes, it is a matter of learning to study for His approval, by rightly dividing His Word of truth, so that one is able to distinguish that which is pertinent in and for their salvation, and that which is detrimental.

<opentext> As John says, that we are to try the spirits. But as said above, this takes a dedication, a love for God for one to do all within them to be pleasing to Him.

<opentext> We are to be confident of the work that He has begun within us, and yet one still has to be humble before Him, and not to think more highly of themselves then they ought.

<opentext> How confident are you of the work that He has begun within you?

<chosen> more each day as i grow closer to Him, allowing Him to work in any area of my life that He chooses

<disciple> I know that IF i continue in His Word, the work He has started in me WILL be completed

<helpmate> i am confident that "if" i continue in His word, He will be with me always for He said that He will never leave us or forsake us

<opentext> And even though one can be confident in that work which He has begun and continues within us, yet how often does one still think or assume that others are farther along then they are; or maybe even been given more to work with?

<helpmate> i know that they have not been given more, it is just the area that He is working with me on, is not necessarily going to be the area that He is working with someone else on

<disciple> i used to think that, and it's a lie that keeps creeping up that i have to cast down

<opentext> So one has to be confident, but not arrogant of the work that God has begun within us. To remain humble, but yet confident of that which He is doing within us.

<opentext> And this is what we are able to see with Paul, that he has such a deep desire for all to see that which he has received from God, so that they too can be partakers of this great gift.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:3, I'm speaking to you out of deep gratitude for all that God has given me, and especially as I have responsibilities in relation to you. Living then, as every one of you does, in pure grace, it's important that you not misinterpret yourselves as people who are bringing this goodness to God. No, God brings it all to you. The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is and by what he does for us, not by what we are and what we do for him.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> If one always kept in heart and mind the deep gratitude of that which God has given to them, would they then be as apt to think more highly of themselves then they should?

<disciple> no     <helpmate> no     <chosen> no

<opentext> And note that Paul saw the responsibility that he had for properly presenting this gift that he had received. Do you always remember the responsibility that you have for properly presenting this gift to others, in the same way in which God presented it to you?

<disciple> i try to remember that, but i know i fall short sometimes

<opentext> Most ministers want the people to think that they are the only way in which the people are able to hear God, or to receive His counsel. Yet Paul shows us that we are to be that living sacrifice, so that one is able to present a clear a legible written epistle for all those around us to see and observe.

<opentext> So one has to remember to present to others that which God has written in and upon our hearts, and not the agendas of some man or men.

<opentext> In most instances where division and strife enter in, it is because people become jealous over that which they think others have received more then they have, or the position that they think others have received.

<opentext> Yet when we look at the life of Jesus Christ, Paul, or all of the others used by God, we see those that became willing servants of all that God asked of them.

<opentext> When pride or arrogance enters in, does one then still want to be that lowly servant?

<chosen> no     <disciple> no, usually wants to be on top...prominent for all to see

<helpmate> no, it is beneath them

<opentext> We all in our walk with God, have at times thought how great it would be to be able to be like Jesus Christ, or even Paul. And yet, this is exactly what is available to each and every believer, by being an active participant in and of His divine nature.

<opentext> Today, you have that ability to fully activate the measure of faith that God has given to you, to be that written epistle known and read of all.
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