JANUARY 30, 1998

opentext -  Father, we come before your throne this morning through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour.  We thank you for this day that is before us, and the opportunity to serve you another day.  We ask that your Holy Spirit be our teacher this morning, and that we would have our ears open to hear your counsel and wisdom for us this day.  We give you and you alone Father, all the praise, honor, and glory for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord....

opentext -  During this week, we have been talking about our focus as we get up in the morning, and carrying our attitude of gratitude through out the work day.  How much of a difference has it made on our attitude during the week for us?

Mizpah - a great difference

NowFaithIs -  a big difference

at-peace  -  a much better attitude.

at-peace  -  no feelings of apprehension when I get a service call.

opentext -  What kind of attitude do we have by the time it comes around to the end of the work day, and it is getting around to supper time?

mizpah - still great, after abiding in Christ, and hearing the Word all day

at-peace  -  still a good attitude... the flesh is tired though

NowFaithIs -  better than it used to be

NowFaithIs -  and much less stressful

opentext -  as we begin to get ready for dinner.....how often do we think of it as nourishment for the soul as well?

opentext -  Matt 11:28-30  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

(KJV)

at-peace  -  ummmm,  not as I should.

renewed -  not me either ..

opentext -  we need to maintain the strength for our body, to continue to serve Him...the more strength that out body has, the more able we are to carry out what Father has asked of us

at-peace  -  for the Spirit never sleeps

NowFaithIs -  heard that loud and clear yesterday as my body forgot to eat

opentext -  during the work day, we have had all kinds of things happen, some that strengthen us, and some that weaken us.  Just as we have found out the importance of feeding the spirit man, it is also necessary to maintain the temple that houses the spirit man.

NowFaithIs -  hmmm

opentext -  so often, we have a tendency to favor one more then the other, and this is where we need to learn the balance

NowFaithIs -  what about if you are fasting? how does that tie in here?

opentext -  if one has been asked to fast by Father, then His grace and strength is sufficient

NowFaithIs -  ok, that is true, otherwise if one was doing it on their own---they will be weak

Matt 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.  (KJV)

opentext -  The spirit man is what should always be in control....and by keeping it properly fed....this is what gives it control over the flesh.  It is also the reason why we need to be mindful of praying for the brethren...when they are placed on our heart and mind

opentext -  Rom 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.  (KJV)

opentext -  have you ever noticed...how that when we put ourselves first...we have a tendency to have more problems?

Mizpah - every time

at-peace  -  yes

NowFaithIs -  yes

renewed -  yup

at-peace  -  that is because Father isn't in control

opentext -  if the Lord was coming by for supper, how different would your evening dinner be?

mizpah - i wouldn't go to sleep as early

at-peace  -  my spirit would be leaping with joy.  fulfilling

opentext -  would the table be set any different?  Would there be a different thing on the menu?

at-peace  -  yes... normally we don't eat at the dinner table

at-peace  -  probably

opentext -  why should it be any different then our every day routine?

opentext -  Matt 25:40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.  (KJV)

NowFaithIs -  I really don't think that I would think that I could possibly impress the Lord in that way, so I don't see the difference

at-peace  -  it shouldn't.

opentext -  so....if we did anything any different, would we not become a respecter of persons?

Mizpah - yes

NowFaithIs -  I was sitting here thinking that I wouldn't change anything but adding another place setting.   yes

at-peace  -  yes we would

opentext -  so, as we prepare each meal, it should be as if the Lord is coming for dinner, since we are all servants for His kingdom.  Again, it all comes to where our focus is.......have we let the Word be the top priority in our mind.  If we are doing all each day unto the Lord, it will always be done to the best of our ability.

at-peace  -  they used to eat bread and fish for meals... if you had macaroni it would be just as fulfilling with the Lord's blessing.

NowFaithIs -  and in preparing dinner, that doesn't have to mean by making a five coarse meal, but realizing that in whatever you have available in your cabinets, Father will bless it if you ask Him and it is just as "good" as a fancy dinner

opentext -  exactly

opentext -  Rom 14:6  He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks.  (KJV)

NowFaithIs -  :-)

opentext -  Eph 5:9-10  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) opentext -  Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. (KJV)

NowFaithIs -  it's all about our attitude behind it, isn't it? and not the actual food that we have prepared

opentext -  it is always our attitude...........how we perceive things in our mind....actually, if the Lord did come over, He would probably say let me cook, and you take a break  and most of us would argue

at-peace  -  if the Lord asked us, it would be different... we would not be doing it unto him... yes we would probably argue…yes we would be doing it unto him... oops!

mizpah - there goes that "receiver" thingy again

NowFaithIs -  lol

opentext -  Mark 10:44-45  And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be 

servant of all.  For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.  (KJV)

NowFaithIs -  what do you mean, miz?

Mizpah - it is much harder to receive than to give, and if Christ is cooking for you, it would be even harder to receive that

NowFaithIs -  oh ok, yes

at-peace  -  if the Lord was saying to us rest ... I will prepare your meal... we should be listening not arguing

NowFaithIs -  why is that? that it is so hard to receive? I even see that with ppl receiving the truth of the gospel. 

renewed -  because we have been taught we need to *pay* our way in this world ...

mizpah -  for me...it is such a blessing to give to others; maybe it makes the flesh feel good, i don't know, but it makes me joyful.

NowFaithIs -  true

opentext -  for one thing, it shows our dependency

NowFaithIs -  do you think that we are feeling undeserving? 

NowFaithIs -  true

at-peace  -  if we are, we are listening to the wrong spirit

opentext -  and our pride likes to say....look what i have done

NowFaithIs -  yes

opentext -  if we have given everything we have onto the Lord, then our dependency becomes totally on Him

NowFaithIs -  that is a hard thing for the flesh to learn

Mizpah -  sometimes, we look at the physical source, and forget that Father is the true source

at-peace  -  Father gave his only begotten Son... how much more love do we need.

opentext -  very hard.....because man always wants to be in control

at-peace  -  to me that is the only and true love.

NowFaithIs -  absolutely Charlene

opentext -  how often, as we get towards the end of the day, does our body get a bit tired, and the mind a bit weary?

NowFaithIs -  very often

at-peace  -  often

renewed -  quite often

NowFaithIs -  especially if I have stayed in the Spirit all day and allowed Him to be my thoughts and actions

at-peace  -  almost daily...being around so many worldly people

opentext -  how important then is it for us to be as mindful of Him at the end of the day, as it was just before we got out of the bed?

mizpah - extremely important

at-peace  -  very important

renewed -  very very important

at-peace  -  satan doesn't sleep either

NowFaithIs -  and if we want to wake up the next day refreshed and renewed in Father, we need to go to sleep on the Word

opentext -  so, if we keep in mind, that the Lord is our guest for supper each night, how much more mindful would we be of staying focused on the Word?

at-peace  -  much more mindful.

renewed -  very mindful

opentext -  if we use this approach to all that we say and do each day, would we grumble as much about the chores that are set before us?

Mizpah - nope, not at all

at-peace  -  no

renewed -  no, we would do then joyfully because we would know we are doing them unto the Lord

NowFaithIs -  no

opentext -  this is why it is so important to keep our mind renewed by the Word

NowFaithIs -  big lesson I learned as being a "housewife" with an unappreciative (seemingly) husband...that I wasn't doing it all as unto him, but unto Father through Jesus Christ

NowFaithIs -  that has made a huge difference in my attitude toward doing "mundane" chores

opentext -  it all comes down to what do we keep first and foremost on our mind throughout the day

opentext -  @read Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

opentext -  if we could keep this verse in our hearts, and on our mind throughout each day, how much different do you think we would act?

at-peace  -  a lot different.

at-peace  -  we would be keeping the Word always there with us.

NowFaithIs -  I have found now, that when I have a thought....I will stop and ask myself...is this true? is it honest? is it just? is it pure? etc. if any of the answers is no...I hold that thought captive through Jesus Christ

at-peace  -  satan continues to look for that open door.

opentext -  what is our evening schedule like after dinner?  Don't most look for things to entertain them?

NowFaithIs -  getting children ready for bed and cleaning the house. Most do

at-peace  -  I usually wash the dishes... and if it is quiet.. spend time with Father.  sometimes there are other things that pop up.

opentext -  yet, in the rest of the world, they look to the world for entertainment

opentext -  @read 2timothy 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

opentext -  notice, that there is no time of day stated in this verse

NowFaithIs -  and you don't have to have your bible open to do it!

opentext -  any time is the acceptable time to study for Father's approval.  Exactly michie....the Word that is sown in our heart is always readily available. It is there to feed us and build us up, any time that we call on it.

NowFaithIs -  have learned to retrain myself in that way recently!

at-peace  -  that we call on it.... we are responsible for our hearing.

opentext -  yes, many think they have to have their Bible open, to hear or learn from Father

NowFaithIs -  because Rick likes for me to keep him company as he watches t.v. ....what I will do is look in the direction of the t.v. but often times tune it out and tune Father in...and I have a study going on with Father!!

opentext -  @read Joshua 1:8  This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

opentext -  Ps 1:2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.  (KJV)

Ps 77:12  Will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings. (KJV)

opentext -  if we open our eyes to all of that which Father has created around us, how can we not be mindful of Him?  Most of us do not comprehend the fact of how well we live

NowFaithIs -  true

opentext -  we are not aware of all the blessings we have.  We take running water for granted.

NowFaithIs -  have been trying to make myself aware of them all

opentext -  even our computers, with which we are having Bible study on

mizpah - i remember when i was growing up, the only running water we had was when we ran to get it...i appreciate just being able to turn on the faucet

opentext -  here we are, all many miles apart, and yet the Spirit of God is able to minister to us all

NowFaithIs -  and sometimes we get selfish and greedy, our computer isn't big enough, fast enough.....our car isn't new enough.....our jobs don't pay enough.....

renewed -  yes :-)

NowFaithIs -  @read Colossians 2:5  For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.

opentext -  exactly.......was sharing the other day....the first ministry car was a 70 ford maverick...it was a prayer mobile, had to pray constantly to get everyplace

NowFaithIs -  lol larry

NowFaithIs -  I really cringe when I hear Christians say that, because aren't they saying, Father, thanks but it isn't enough for me

at-peace  -  if they were true Christians, they would not be talking like that.

opentext -  Jesus Christ used that which Father had available...and was able to meet the need of everything that was set before Him

mizpah  - 1 Tim 6:8  And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.

 (KJV)

at-peace  -  like that one miz

NowFaithIs -  Father reminded me...Friday.  The psalms verse that dave gave me.....in regard to your mentioning how we are able to worship together

NowFaithIs -  Ps 133:1  Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! (KJV)

opentext -  Matthew 6:11    Give us this day our daily bread.  (KJV)

opentext -  His Word is the bread of life......and when we share it like this, we are building up the body of Christ.  So often though, the persons intentions are to build themselves up, and not the body.

NowFaithIs -  true

opentext -  as Christians, we are to be servants.......we are to be ministering to one another

opentext -  Matt 10:24-25  The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord.  It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household? (KJV)

opentext -  Matt 20:27-28  And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. (KJV)

opentext -  is all that we do each day....in the role of a servant?....or are we looking to be acknowledged now?

NowFaithIs -  no...don't want to be acknowledged at all

dave&mizpah -  i want everyday to reflect my servitude in Christ

at-peace  -  as a servant... I don't want anyone else’s approval except Father.

opentext -  when we share the Word, do we share all that we know?.....or just enough to keep the people coming back?

NowFaithIs -  what Father says

dave&mizpah -  we should share all that we know, when we are asked according to what Father asks of us.

at-peace  -  I share what I hear from Father.  Not all the time though

at-peace  -  to be honest

opentext -  exactly....and this is why we study for Father's approval....that we can have **the answer** for every man that asks of the hope that is in us.  If we do not stay built up in the spirit man **all** day, how can we hear what our answer should be

NowFaithIs -  we need to point them to the Word to find the answer, otherwise they are looking to us

renewed -  we can't ..

at-peace  -  we can't... i agree michie

opentext -  this is why it is sooo important, why we learn how to feed our spirit man at all times of the day and night....so that we are constantly renewing our minds

dave&mizpah -  Father will only lead us to share things that reflect on Him, not on us...we only have to listen for His guidance

at-peace  -  yup

opentext -  just as we have learned this week how to acknowledge Him before we even step foot out of bed in the morning......now we need to find keys to continue that throughout our day

at-peace  -  the only way to find the keys is to look to the Word... where Father has placed them.

opentext -  Prov 3:5-6  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  (KJV)

opentext -  @read psalms 119:105  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

opentext -  Prov 16:3  Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established. (KJV)

opentext -  if we remember to do everything unto the Lord, our attitude would be much different

NowFaithIs -  absolutely

opentext -  it is when we forget who we are working for, that the flesh gets in the way

dave&mizpah -  so true

opentext -  Prov 23:17  Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long. (KJV)

at-peace  -  in the world I work for the State of Montana... in the Spirit I work for Father

opentext -  all too often, it is when we look at what others have, that we loose our focus on the Word

NowFaithIs -  yes

opentext -  1 Cor 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  (KJV)

opentext -  Col 3:17  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.  (KJV)

opentext -  Col 3:23-24  And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.  (KJV).

dave&mizpah -  @read Philippians 2:14-16   Do all things without murmurings and disputings:

That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.

opentext -  **if** we could only remember, to do all that we do unto the Father through Jesus Christ
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