30 December 2004 Thursday Bible study.

<greg> Father we are ever so grateful for your word of grace, the plan of salvation you have provided before the foundation of the world, we come before you to give audience to your instructions this day, letting you be true and anything else a lie through Jesus Christ Our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 10:17-18, 17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. KJV

 

<opentext> Hearing, something most people take for granted. 

<opentext> And yet, people have the ability to be able to hear what they want, but can also ignore that which they do not want to hear.

<opentext> One can learn to block out certain sounds, whether it be certain people, places or things.

<opentext> So we can see that people can be selective in their hearing. Now this can be a good thing in certain situations, but this can also be a detriment as well. How often is it that one will tune out things that they don't want to hear, and yet could be beneficial for them?

<disciple> can happen frequently...according to who the person allows control of their mind

<greg> i tuned out a guy at work the other day for a bit, then found out what he was saying was from Father even though it was work related

<greg> that got my attention

<opentext> Just as we mentioned briefly yesterday, how that Balaam ignored the strong counsel from God, that just happened to come through a jackass. 

<opentext> How often is it that we maybe have missed that which Father had for us, because one did not like the way that God was trying to communicate with us?

<chosen> probably many times   <disciple> a lot

<helpmate> have done that because we did not like the person that His message was coming through, till it was almost too late

<greg> that’s why it says watch and pray always, keep the line of communication open so we are ready no matter how or what method He chooses

<helpmate> exactly

<opentext> We can easily recall, that a vast majority of the people did not like the messenger that God used at the time of the great flood, Noah. Yet, just because they chose not to listen, did it change the outcome?

<disciple> not at all   <chosen> no   <helpmate> no

<opentext> As Greg mentioned in the opening prayer, holding God to be true and every man a liar. But, if one does not know His voice, what can happen?

<greg> they end up leaning to their own understanding, holding man to be true instead

 <disciple> they can be mislead by another voice, other than Father's.

<at-peace> one will be listening to a strangers voice which will lead them down the broad path away from God

<chosen> they may think the lie is a truth

<helpmate> you won't hear who or what He is using either

<at-peace> lead them to destruction

<opentext> Now even another thing to consider, is that people can use words that God has spoken, but use them in a way that is contrary to that which God intended them for. So if they do not know His voice, and able to hear what His Spirit is saying, how easily can one be duped?

<disciple> words are either life or death...without hearing the correct voice, it's easy to get pulled into death with the wrong words

<greg> easily enough to mistake material things as blessings from God, and never coming to an understanding of the spiritual blessings that have been bestowed on them 

<at-peace> very easy....2 Tim 4:4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (KJV)

<opentext> Amos 8:11-12, 11 Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord God, when I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but [a famine] for hearing the words of the Lord. 12 And [the people] shall wander from sea to sea and from the north even to the east; they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord [inquiring for and requiring it as one requires food], but shall not find it. AMP

 

<opentext> Now stop and think for a moment, that God has sent His Word to all of the world, the sound of His Word through His messengers went to the ends of the earth; so why then is it that they are not able to find it?

<at-peace> they are not seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness 

<disciple> they aren't hungry to hear...taking for granted that which they have thinking they don't have need of anything spiritual 

<helpmate> they could be listening to the wrong messengers....everyone that talks a message is not sent by Father

 

<opentext> John 4:23 But the time is coming — it has, in fact, come — when what you're called will not matter and where you go to worship will not matter." It's who you are and the way you live that count before God. Your worship must engage your spirit in the pursuit of truth. That's the kind of people the Father is out looking for: those who are simply and honestly themselves before him in their worship. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> If they are operating in the lower nature, without the revelation of Christ, how can they have any kind of relationship with the Father? How can they grasp that which is spiritual in nature?

<helpmate> they will not be able to  <chosen> they can't

<at-peace> one can't ... the natural man cannot receive the things of God, neither can he know them

<disciple> they can't    <greg> its still a works thing with most

 

<opentext> Isa 30:9 That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD: 10 Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: 11 Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us. KJV

<opentext> Isa 30:9-11, 9 That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD: 10 Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: 11 Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us. KJV

 

<opentext> This was true in the time of Isaiah, it was true in the time of Jesus Christ, and it is true today. The people do not want to hear that which God is speaking to them, that which is beneficial for them. They would rather hear things that appease their lower nature, the flesh.

<opentext> Jesus Christ stands at the door of the heart, knocking to see who will allow Him in. Yet, since most have faulty information, they turn Him away as they would an intruder.

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to hear, trust and obey God, comes from comprehending the Message delivered to us by and through Christ. And the measure or effort that one puts forth to hear Him, His voice and the Message will determine whether life or death is what is active in their existence.

<opentext> One must remain attentive to and for His voice, so that they are able to hear and receive His counsel, regardless of how Father chooses to communicate with us. Today, will you remain attentive for His counsel to and for you?

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<helpmate> o/  <opentext> yes helen   <helpmate> have a verse to share

<helpmate> Jer 28:15Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie.16Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion against the LORD.(KJV)

<helpmate> he could have originally been sent by Father, but somewhere along the line he got of the strait path

<opentext> The people still had the choice to hear God through Jeremiah, or the perverted message given through Hananiah.
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