30 August 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for your love and for all that you have freely given to us through your Word.... we pray that we will hold fast to your truth this day and allow it to be the lamp to our feet that we have need of... thank you for preparing this food for us, and we pray that we will allow it into our hearts through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 8:35-36 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. KJV

 

<opentext> We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Since people do not know the hope of glory (Col 1:27), they have no idea what awaits those who are faithful to Him (1Cor 2:9, 2Tim 4:7-8).

<opentext> And, because we do know Him, then our eyes should be in and on the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Phil 3:7-14).

Phil 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; (KJV)

<opentext> One must all remember, that the world first hated Him (John 15:18), and if we are following Him, what should we expect from the world?

chosen> just the same

<greg> their hatred of God and His word to be directed at His messengers

<disciple> we will be hated, also

 
<opentext> Yet, when persecution arises, does one always remember this?

<disciple> not always   <chosen> no

<greg> God confirms His word with signs following, and the persecutions are a confirmation that we are on the right path  (Mark 16:20, 2Tim 3:12)
<at-peace> not always

 

<opentext> How often is it that one often fears more those that can kill the body, rather then He that can judge the soul?

 Matt 10:17-20 But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. (KJV)

John 2:24-25 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man. (KJV)

Heb 5:7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 10:28  And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. (KJV)

 
<disciple> i strive always to remember that greater is He that is in us, than he that is in the world (1John 4:4)
<at-peace> the natural man fears... if one is operating in the Spirit the Godly fear will be the driving factor so to speak

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul stated just a bit earlier, that if God be for us, who can be against us. One realizes and recognizes that  life here is but for a moment (James 4:14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. (KJV)),  and how one lives their life here [with or without Christ] will determine their eternity.

<greg> if one is operating in grace, that grace will be sufficient to get us through any situation (2Cor 12:9)
 

<opentext> Yes, one must remember, that it is by grace, through faith that one is saved (Eph 2:8). And often times one forgets what the word saved means. Deliverance, rescue, safety, health.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. KJV

 

<opentext> Note how Paul states that when one is operating within His grace and love, that one is more than a conqueror, through Him that loved us. So what then is one that is more than a conqueror?

<at-peace> one who operates in the victory... having entered into His rest (Heb 4:10-11)…a joint heir with Christ Jesus (Rom 8:17)…each time one is obedient, each time one overcomes an area death is swallowed up in victory

 
1 Cor 15:54-58 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,  forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. (KJV)

Rom 6:9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. (KJV)

<opentext> One who operates in victory. Knowing that the battle has been fought and won. So there is no reason for one to be concerned with a fight, since Jesus Christ already did and accomplished all of that in and on our behalf [those who believe]. So therefore, since i am a part of Him, then i too am entered into that rest. 
Col 2:15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. (KJV)

John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. (KJV)

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us that we are supposed to remain seated in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph 1:20-23, Eph 2:4-7), He has accomplished the task that Father set before Him, He has delivered us from the power of darkness, and made available to us the right to be translated with Him into His kingdom (Col 1:13).

<opentext> Yet, how often does one think that they still have to do battle? That they still have to prove to the world that God is real?

<miz> most wear a chip on their shoulder and if somebody tips it, they lay into them shoving their version of the Word down their throat

 

<opentext> If the world does not believe, does that change any of the purpose or plan of God that He has set into motion?

<miz> not at all   <chosen> no  <at-peace> no

 
Rom 3:3-4 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV)

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are told to work out our own salvation (Phil 2:12). That i have to know who i am in Christ, so that i can be that proper representative, that ambassador (2Cor 5:20) for Him and His kingdom, in the same lifestyle and manner that Jesus Christ set forth for me to follow after.

1 Pet 2:21-25  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. (KJV)

<opentext> Being confident in the work which He has begun within me, and that trust to know that if i hear and obey His counsel to me and for me this day, that He will continue this good work within me (Phil 1:6). Now doesn't that sound like victory to you?

<miz> yes   <at-peace> yes... without Him i can do nothing   <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> So, this day, we have to choice to rest in Him and His victory, or to operate outside of His grace and love.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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Heb 2:8 Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him. (KJV)
It is when we overcome and have the victory that we SEE that area put under him.
