5 January 1999


<shama> Father as we come before your throne, we thank you for this time together, we ask that your Holy Spirit would teach us this day all that you have already prepared for us, which would enable us to be the servant that you would have us be.  We come with open, expectant hearts and minds to receive your living waters and bread of life which sets us free. We give you all the thanks, praise, glory and honour for all that you have done for each person here and all that you still have for us, in Jesus Christ's name, our Lord and Saviour...

<opentext> Rom 16:25-26  Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world  But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: (KJV)

<opentext> How many of you are familiar with mysteries, and or mystery novels?

<renewed> I am

<helpmate> me

<at-peace> i am

<marie> yes , i am

<mizpah> i am

<opentext> How many of you are able to solve those mysteries, without compiling and remembering all of the clues?

<mizpah> it

<mizpah> it isn't a sound way to do it

<renewed> not me, I can't

<at-peace> i wouldn't be able to

<shama> not me

<marie> not me

<opentext> Mark 4:11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: (KJV)

<opentext> Within the Bible, Father has made manifest, or given us all of the clues that are necessary for us to learn and know the mystery of His Gospel, yet, how often is it that people go to Him for the answers?

<helpmate> not very often

<shama> not very often

<mizpah> Usually they go to men, not Father and His Word.

<renewed> Usually as a last resort or when they are desperate, maybe.

<at-peace> not very often

<opentext> Usually they are asking other peoples opinions, rather then going to the source.

Yesterday, we talked about hearing or not hearing.  If we are always talking, how can we hear Father?

<shama> we cant

<renewed> we can't

<at-peace> we can't

<marie> we can not

<mizpah> we can't

<opentext> If we are always giving our opinion, how can we hear any of the facts from Father?

<shama> we can't

<helpmate> we won't

<renewed> we can not hear

<at-peace> we won't be able to

<marie> we can not

<mizpah> we won't

<opentext> Hosea 4:6-7, My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. As they were increased, so they sinned against me: therefore will I change their glory into shame. (KJV)

<opentext> Many people use the excuse, that Father has not told them...but it is interesting to note Father's language here...because you have rejected knowledge!!  When we fail to take the time to listen to and obey Father's counsel...we have rejected Him.  Many will use the excuse, that the preacher did not tell them...yet they have 2 ears.  Most, have never taken the time to stop all that they are doing, and given full attention to Father when He wants to talk to them.  How often is it, that we fail to take the time to hear Father at the start of the day?

<renewed> Sometimes, not very often anymore

<mizpah> Not often for me.

<shama> too often at the start of the day

<marie> the Bible studies we are

<helpmate> sometimes, we forget to start our day with Him

<opentext> Most will do it at the end of the day, before bed, and tell Father all of the failures that they had. Gee, what a surprise!

<at-peace> sometimes, not as often

<marie> oh my

<opentext> How many of you will go all day without eating physically?

<marie> not i

<mizpah> not often at all!

<renewed> sometimes, not often

<helpmate> not to often

<shama> not often

<at-peace> sometimes but not often

<opentext> So, if we will take the time to feed our physical man, what about our spirit man, that part of us that is going to live eternally?

<mizpah> We need to feed it more than the physical man, so the spirit man stays in control.

<renewed> Even more important to make it a priority to feed our spirit man.

<helpmate> If we do not feed him properly...he will die also.

<shama> We need to feed it before we do anything else.

<at-peace> We should always be feeding our spiritman more than the physical.

<marie> Would it die even if we are saved born again?

<opentext> So then, we can see, that unless we take the time to hear and obey Father's counsel (knowledge)...we will be rejected.

<opentext> Judy....salvation is a gift, and a gift can be returned...or thrown away.

<marie> yes

<opentext> Jer 12:17, But if they will not obey, I will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, saith the LORD. (KJV)

<marie> I was told that once your saved you are always saved. that no man can take it away.

<opentext> No man can take us out of the Father's hand...however, we can give it away, or we can even reject it.

<marie> okay

<marie> got it

<helpmate> Salvation is like receiving a bouquet of flowers...they are perfect when you receive them...but if you do not give them nourishment to live they will wither and die...just as our spirit man will if we do not feed him too.

<opentext> Hosea 4:6-7, My people are destroyed for lack of  knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast  forgotten the law of thy God

<opentext> Note...the verse says His people....because they rejected Him and His knowledge...a knowledge that will save us...IF...we hear and obey....If we continue in His Word...THEN are we His disciples.

<marie> yes very good

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:5, Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. (KJV)

<opentext> Many people have a form....

<marie> Didn't I hear you say one time that unbelief is a sin?

<opentext> def. for form...

3446  morphosis (mor'-fo-sis);

from 3445; formation, i.e. (by implication) appearance (semblance or [concretely] formula): 

KJV-- form.

<opentext> Judy...unbelief....that is what will send each and every person to hell...unbelief that Jesus Christ paid the full price in their behalf.

<marie> oh my

<opentext> Many people have the **form** of godliness...they give the idea of godliness by the buildings that they meet at, they say they have the formula, which you can buy for a price...yet....pray in the name of Jesus, and deny Christ, who is the power of God

<<opentext> 1 Cor 1:2  But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:7, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. (KJV)

<opentext> In Christ, are ALL the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.   How many places do we hear the mystery of the gospel being taught?

<helpmate> None that i have been at.

<mizpah> one...here

<at-peace> So far..none..except for here.

<shama> None other that i know of.

<helpmate> Yes...except here.

<renewed> Well when I have heard it being taught, it still was a mystery to those teaching it.

<marie> I have spent two years learning a lot of lies. what i have read in the Bible is truth, but all the other is lies, i have to unlearn it.

<opentext> Most are always learning and reading some new book, by some supposed Christian author, about some other thing...or they go to school for another degree...yet with all their knowledge, they still have no knowledge of the mystery of Christ.

<helpmate> We all have things to unlearn....or weeds to pull.

<opentext> Ever learning, yet never able to come to the knowledge of the truth....because they are looking in all the wrong places...asking all of the wrong people....seeking answers from those that have none.

<opentext> Isa 30:10-13, Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us.

<marie> And when i say to them one of there lies, they look at me and smile, like you are so cute.

<opentext> Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, Because ye despise this word, and trust in oppression and perverseness, and stay thereon: Therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking cometh suddenly at an instant. (KJV)

<opentext> Judy...that is because most of them teach from the book of **pat answers**, this is what they have learned from school or a book, and this is the only answer that they know.

<opentext> Rom 1:3-4, Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: (KJV)

<marie> yes

<opentext> Matt 3:17  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 17:5  said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. (KJV)

<opentext> Interesting to note.....declared to be the Son of God with power,....just as...forever O  Lord, thy Word is settled in heaven!  It has been declared, but who will hear it?

<at-peace> Only those who seek to know the mystery of the Gospel for themselves.

<mizpah> Only those with a willing heart will believe unto righteousness.

<shama> Not those looking to man for answers.

<marie> yes

<marie> Good shama.  That's something my flesh fights.

<helpmate> Only those who study for Father's approval, not mans.

<marie> oh yes

<opentext> Rom 1:16, For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. (KJV)

<marie> This is so good.

<opentext> When we side with man, instead of with God's Word...we have shown Father that we are ashamed of Him.

<marie> oh my

<opentext> 1 Tim 2:4-5  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men,  (KJV)

<opentext> Father wishes that none would perish....however...He has done all that He can...now the rest is up to us, the individual.

<opentext> Prov 14:6-7  A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him that understandeth.  Go from the presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not in him the lips of knowledge. (KJV)

<marie> It really saddens me that the churches are like that.  I wish they were not that way.

<opentext> So does Father.  But the religious leaders of today, are the same as they were when Jesus Christ walked this earth.

<opentext> Ezek 14:4   Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols; (KJV)

<marie> Oh yes the same. Father has let me see that.

<opentext> Anything that we store up in our heart, other than the Word of God...is an idol....it is a strange god that we put ahead of Father.  When we say that there is any another way to Father, other than His plan for salvation...we have put idols ahead of Hid Word.

<marie> Even unbelief, worry, fear of man....?

<opentext> Those are all idols...and we need to ask Father for His wisdom on how to overcome them.

<opentext> 1 Tim 2:5-6 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. (KJV)

<marie> oh my.

<opentext> Judy, the key is always to ask Father, that which it is that He wants us to work on first...that way we will overcome the thing that is hindering us the most.

<marie> I  want to ask you ,Oh how do i study to be quiet??  But when I've asked Father his words are, shut up just don't talk, LISTEN. can this be Fathers answer?

<opentext> Gal 5:7-9  Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?  This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you.  A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. (KJV)

<opentext> Judy...let me ask you this...would Father ever give you bad or faulty counsel?

<marie> no.

<opentext> John 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

<marie> Do you think that is bad or faulty counsel...bad because of the word shut up.?

<opentext> So then...if Father's Word is Spirit and it is life...would it not be wise, to be quiet, and hear His counsel that will get us through victorious this day?  Judy...you will find that father will speak to us in a language that we will understand.

<marie> Well i do under stand that.

<opentext> lol...not at all...Father has asked me to shut up a time or two...or three or....

<marie> I don't like it, but i under stand it, kind of like no more fooling around. Just do it.

<opentext> It is a matter of life or death.

<marie> yes!!!!!

<marie> I've got it.

<opentext> Heb 12:11  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. (KJV)

<helpmate> Rev 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. (KJV)

<opentext> Any questions from today?

<marie> no, very clear.  Not from me any ways.

<renewed> Can we talk about Christ, the wisdom of God and the power of God ... I have a Hisgraine ... Father is trying to  show me something here.

<opentext> sure cheryl...

<renewed> Christ was with Father in the beginning, so all the acts of power and passages about wisdom ... in proverbs and  psalms, about tying them around your neck (my translation) is

 talking about or were acts by Christ?

<opentext> Correct, because they would hang over the heart...and now...we are able to have Christ in our heart...and take Him with us where ever we go.

<renewed> right .. wow

<opentext> 1 Cor 10:4-5 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.  But with many of them God was not well pleased:  for they were overthrown in the wilderness.  (KJV)

<opentext> We can also see...that since they were hanging over  the heart, they were a shadow...of things to come,  if that makes sense.

<renewed> yes, it makes all kinds of sense!

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:20-21  Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the  wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by  wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of  preaching to save them that believe.   (KJV)

<opentext> Man's wisdom _vs_ God's wisdom...man's wisdom...acquired worldly knowledge -vs-

God's wisdom...Christ.

<marie> No longer do i have to listen to foolishness of preaching.

<opentext> God's wisdom..Christ...the Word...made the world, and all that is in it

Judy...exactly...you are able to go straight to Father through Jesus Christ

<marie> Its to bad that they mix good in with the bad, so then we have to really be on our toes to catch when the bad or wrong teaching  is being said.

<opentext> Rom 10:3-4
For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Judy, it would tie back to that verse in Timothy, ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.  And, they have the form of godliness...but deny His very power

<marie> Yes, so i don't need to be  sad I've learned the truth, but my heart feels sad for them. i want them to learn.

<opentext> They all have that choice, just as we have...it cannot be forced on them...no more than Father forced it on us.

<marie> Yes...and what is it that Father says (what Bible verse) they that diligently seek me WILL find me?

<marie> something like that.

<opentext> Prov 8:17  I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.   (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 7:7-8  Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:  For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.
 (KJV)

<shama> Jer:29:13: And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.

<opentext> Ezek 34:12  As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so​ will I seek out ​my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day.   (KJV)

