Bible Study Thursday 2 May 2002

Just as people send out viruses to affect other people’s computer with malicious intent; so, there are those that wish the same on your spirit man.

Proverbs 6:19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. KJV

Love thy neighbor as thyself, the Lord told us. Yet, how often is it that we do, say, or think things against our neighbor, that we would never want done against ourselves? One also has to remember how it was that the lawyer tried to justify himself before the Lord; asking who was his neighbor. (Luke 10:25-37)
Luke 10:29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour? KJV

Proverbs 26:19 So is the man that deceiveth his neighbour, and saith, Am not I in sport? KJV

[Am not I in sport?] How many hearts have been made sad, and how many reputations have been slain, by this kind of sport! "I designed no harm by what I said;" "It was only in jest," etc. Sportive as such persons may think their conduct to be, it is as ruinous as that of the madman who shoots arrows, throws firebrands, and projects in all directions instruments of death, so that some are wounded, some burnt, and some slain. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

Ephesians 5:4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks. KJV
The apostle not only cautions against the gross acts of sin, but against what some may be apt to make light of, and think to be excusable. Neither filthiness, by which may be understood all wanton and unseemly gestures and behaviour; nor foolish talking, obscene and lewd discourse, or, more generally, such vain discourse as betrays much folly and indiscretion, and is far from edifying the hearers; nor jesting. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

Proverbs 26:20 Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth. KJV

[Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out] The tale-receiver and the tale-bearer are the agents of discord. If none received the slander in the first instance, it could not be propagated. Hence, our proverb, "The receiver is as bad as the thief." And our laws treat them equally; for the receiver of stolen goods, knowing them to be stolen, is hanged, as well as he who stole them. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
Contention is as a fire; it heats the spirit, burns up all that is good, and puts families and societies into a flame. Now here we are told how that fire is commonly kindled and kept burning, that we may avoid the occasions of strife and so prevent the mischievous consequences of it. If then we would keep the peace, (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

We must not give ear to talebearers, for they feed the fire of contention with fuel; nay, they spread it with combustible matter; the tales they carry are fireballs. Those who by insinuating base characters, revealing secrets, and misrepresenting words and actions, do what they can to make relations, friends, and neighbors, jealous one of another, to alienate them one from another, and sow discord among them, are to be banished out of families and all societies, and then strife will as surely cease as the fire will go out when it has no fuel; the contenders will better understand one another and come to a better temper; old stories will soon be forgotten when there are no new ones told to keep up the remembrance of them, and both sides will see how they have been imposed upon by a common enemy. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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