2 June 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father we thank you for your blessings this day that you have made available to us, we pray that we will walk in your truth, acknowledging you in all good things this day. We pray that you will speak to our hearts, and challenge us to grow closer to you as we sit to learn from you now, and we thank you for your faithfulness in providing for us  through your Son and our Lord Jesus Christ

 

<opentext> Rom 12:15, Rejoice with those who rejoice [sharing others' joy], and weep with those who weep [sharing others' grief]. AMP

 

<opentext> Learning to share with others. Quite an easy statement to make, but in reality, is one really always sincere in that, or are there times when people actually just say or do things for other reasons or motives?

<disciple> yes     <chosen> yes there are

<helpmate> yes, they have their own agenda in mind

<opentext> Look at it this way, when people are sharing about what is transpiring in their lives, is one really moved with compassion, or is it really just to placate them at that moment?

 

<opentext> Placate= to pacify or smooth

 

<disciple> it should be compassion and sincerity, not a put on

<at-peace> we are to have the same care one for another

<at-peace> we are members one of another

<chosen> it should be out of concern and love

<opentext> As was said earlier, we can see in the gospel accounts how many times that Jesus Christ was moved with compassion for the people. This is the example that we too are supposed to follow. Yet, when the lower nature raises it's ugly head, the lower nature wants the attention focused on itself, rather then other people.

 

<opentext> So when one has the opportunity to share in someone else's joy or grief, how one responds will be determined by which nature the person is operating in at the time.

<opentext> Now if it is something big, it is a bit easier to get caught up in the persons joy. But what about when it is something small, is one always really able to share in that moment? Doesn't the lower nature then try to rationalize the situation and wonder why people would get all worked up over nothing?

<disciple> yes, the lower nature does

<helpmate> yes it does

<opentext> So then how does one overcome this, so that they are able to minister to the family, rather then to be a stumbling block?

<disciple> walk in the spirit...it is the spirit within us that has true compassion and doesn't just become emotional

<helpmate> one has to keep their mind renewed

<at-peace> lay down our lives for our brethren and remain sensitive in the Spirit

<chosen> hearing Father on every situation, that our words will be His words, and so an encouragement to those He has us minister to

<opentext> Again, we must remember how it is that Paul is showing us in this chapter how the character of Christ is developed within us, as we yield to the teaching and guidance of the Spirit of Christ within us. That these traits only develop within us, and we become a more active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> Now just as one can be a bit lackadaisical in what other people are going through, then we also have those who want to manufacture problems, so that they can be the center of attention. So it is essential that one is operating in the Spirit, so that discernment is there so one will know how it is that Father wants a person to respond in the given situation.

<opentext> Now, if the emotions are allowed to be operating in the forefront, will there be much if any discernment there?

<helpmate> no     <chosen> no     <at-peace> no

<opentext> How often is it then, that people are really able to distinguish between emotions or compassion that  is in operation within their life?

<disciple> it depends on their relationship with Father at the time....if they are listening and acting upon what He says, or their emotions

<at-peace> if being lead by the Spirit one will be able to distinguish between the two

<opentext> Remember how in Galatians that Paul tells us how some began in the Spirit, and then think or move to the place that they try to bring about the final development in the flesh. Many times when one first becomes involved in a situation [whether it be in their joy or grief] they begin in the Spirit, but then when things do not progress in their timetable, then what happens?

<helpmate> they get impatient

<at-peace> revert to the flesh

<opentext> <helpmate> they get impatient...<at-peace> revert to the flesh...and then become a hindrance rather then a help

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 1:24, Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand. (KJV)

 

<opentext> So we can see then how important it is for one to maintain the right attitude at all times. And this can only be accomplished as one continues in the faith; that is, maintaining that constant and consistent communications with the Father by and through Christ Jesus, as His Spirit leads us and guides us into all truth.

<opentext> For each of us, we all know how much of a help it is to be able to share things with the family when things are going right, but even more so when times are a bit tough. If one will always keep in their heart and mind how important this was for us when we went through these things, then we will be more apt to be moved with compassion when other members of the family have the same things to deal with.
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