2 February 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and fellowship with you and our brethren in your Word of life and truth.  Thank you for all that you have prepared for us that will enable us to remain faithful and obedient in all that you ask of us this day through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 4:9-10, 9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 10 How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 4:9, 9 Do you think for a minute that this blessing is only pronounced over those of us who keep our religious ways and are circumcised? Or do you think it possible that the blessing could be given to those who never even heard of our ways, who were never brought up in the disciplines of God? We all agree, don't we, that it was by embracing what God did for him that Abraham was declared fit before God?

<opentext> (from THE MESSAGE:  © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> It is vital that one always remembers, that it was by grace through faith, that Abraham was justified before God.

<opentext> The promise of God has been the same since the fall of man in the garden. Yet, how often does man try to make exclusions by some measure of the physical realm, rather then keeping it in a spiritual perspective?

<chosen> whenever they are operating thru a carnal mind

<at-peace> when one is caught up in the traditions and doctrines more than the Spirit

 

<opentext> One has to remember that the promise was made to Abraham, while he was yet a heathen, and many years before he was circumcised. So that we can see it was faith in God and His promise that justified Abraham, and not some physical act or ritual.

<opentext> Yet, how easy is it for a person to get caught up in a routine, in a set way of doing things, rather then remaining instant in season and out of season?

<chosen> it can be easy

<at-peace> the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak... flesh does not like change it is used to routine

<chosen> we need to remain open to the Spirit's leading at all times

 

<opentext> We are told to walk {live and operate in the Spirit of Christ] in the Spirit, and then one will not be led by the cravings and fancies of the flesh. And yet, for all, the carnal life was built upon routines and set ways of doing things, and often by vain repetitions.

<opentext> Now we enter a new way of life, a new way of doing things, or should. And this we can see from the example that Abraham set, when he did that which God asked of him, by leaving all of his old life, family and friends behind.

 

<opentext> Gal 3:8-9, 8And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 9So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. (KJV)

 

<opentext> In Abraham, would all nations be blessed. So then, one can see, that the mystery is not in bringing the Jew and the heathen together as most think, but rather that in Christ, all would be made one. Note that faith is the bond, not nationality. All to often people look at the physical implications, rather then the spiritual.

<opentext> Yet, for the flesh, how difficult is it to leave all those things of the old life behind?

<at-peace> when the Spirit is leading there will be that strength needed... for the flesh it is difficult

<chosen> it becomes easier when we seek only God's kingdom and His righteousness first, treasuring the new life in Christ that we have and not wanting to jeopardize it for anything

 

<opentext> When the Spirit is leading: and yet, one has to learn, to develop their new nature, so as to be able to hear, receive and then carry out the instructions given by God.

<opentext> Abraham acted upon that which he heard from God. And, one must remember that Abraham was a heathen when he heard God, and then acted upon that which was spoken to him.

 

<opentext> Gal 3:14, That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. (KJV)

 

<opentext> And yet how easy is it for the lower nature, to try, to attempt works to find favor with God, rather then simple obedience to that which He asks of you?

<chosen> when we don't accept His grace as sufficient

<at-peace> easy if the mind is not renewed 

 

<opentext> Rom 4:11-12, 11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised. KJV

 

<opentext> It is easy to be excited, to be stirred when one hears God talk with them and to them. Yet, how difficult is it to then maintain that enthusiasm for what we have heard, and hour, or day, or a week after one has heard Father's counsel?

<at-peace> one should be mindful at all times of those things above that we have heard and have been assured of as to not let them slip for a moment

<chosen> only when we pursue it, not letting it slip, treasuring what He shared with us…but the flesh tries to slacken off

<davek> it is a present state of being  presently abiding in Christ

<opentext> Without faith, without simple and swift obedience to Him and His Word, it is impossible to please Him.

 

<opentext> Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for and as righteousness. The manifestation of this took place, when Christ became sin [the wages of sin is death] for  you and me, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.

<opentext> It is the circumcision of the heart that takes place at this time, at this moment of the beginning of transformation. Paul tells us to not be conformed to this world, but rather to leave this world behind, and to allow the transformation to continue by the renewing of the mind by the living Word, so that one may stay and operate in the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God.

<opentext> If...we continue in the faith; if we continue to believe the promise that God has made to us; and live and operate within the boundaries of this promise, grounded and settled, then we will retain our right-standing with God, because we have accepted His grace, and continued in obedience to Him.
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