2 December 2004 Thursday Bible study.

<chosen> we thank you Father for this day and this time that you have made available for us to worship you.... we pray that we will hear and respond to the depth of your love as we hear your Words of life this day, allowing it to be our most precious possession, and we thank you for it through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Rom 10:9-10, 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. KJV

<opentext> Just to refresh a bit here, verse 9 shows us what is required for the natural man [carnal] to come into and establish a relationship with God.

<opentext> Does one fully understand what transpired when they acknowledged the Lord Jesus? No. They do know that something has happened within [therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation (new nature) and old things have passed away, for there has been a new beginning].

<opentext> In verse 10, we begin to see that the new nature takes a new way of life, and a new standard of living.

<opentext> As a carnal or milk Christian, one spoke things with the mouth, and then hoped in the heart, that those things would come to pass.

<opentext> But in verse 10 as we can see, that now one has to believe in the heart those things that the Father reveals to them, and then with the mouth makes an open declaration of their agreement with God.

<opentext> Now as Mike brought out yesterday, many people say they know God [how be it that they really only know of Him] just as Nicodemus declared, yet, when pressed to answer by Jesus Christ concerning the new birth, he [Nicodemus] was bewildered, as he responded as to "how can these things be?"

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:11-12, 11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. KJV

<opentext> That we "might" know the things which are freely given to us [the believers] in Christ. One can no longer try to ride someone else’s coat-tails into the kingdom, that is confessing that which they hear others speak, and then hoping that those things may come to pass.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:13-14, 13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. KJV

<opentext> A new standard of living, for the new creation one has become. Yet, how often is it that people try to understand God by the old nature, and then wonder why their relationship with God seems so shaky, so hit or miss?

<disciple> most try to understand in the physical, but without the Spirit of Christ, it can't be done

<opentext> How often is it that people try to use other peoples explanations for what has transpired in their life, rather then seeking God for His explanation of it?  {note, the natural man, that carnal creature, thinks the things of the spirit realm are foolishness}

<chosen> our own understanding does that ... but we need to seek Him to have the eyes of our understanding enlightened through His Spirit

<disciple> there is no other way to Father but through Christ Jesus...not a preacher or other men, seeking only physical gain

<opentext> The understanding of the old nature, tries to resurrect the old ways of doing things. Thus we can see why Paul said that there was that constant battle to keep the stinking thinking process of the old nature [the flesh] out of the way, so that the Spirit of Christ would be that which would lead us and guide us into all the truth of God's Word.

<opentext> Now, if we are a new creation; if we have been born again by the Spirit of God [remember that Jesus Christ was the firstborn of many brethren] shouldn't there then be a new standard that we are to live by?

<chosen> yes   <disciple> yes   <at-peace> yes, the law of faith

<opentext> Now when one looks at the life of Jesus Christ, don't many people marvel at the miracles that took place? Don't they stand in awe of the things that transpired within His life?

<chosen> yes         <at-peace> yes, most do    <disciple> yes

<opentext> Jesus Christ though, went about things on a daily basis, knowing that these things were a part of the nature of Christ. These were the things that Father asked Him to do, and so it was just a natural thing [in the realm of the Spirit] for Him to do those things which the Father asked of Him. He believed in the heart those things that the Father spoke to Him, and then lived according to that which He heard.

<opentext> Jesus Christ did not oooo and ahhhh at the things Father had Him do [but the people did] because for Him to do that which Father asked of Him, in the realm of the Spirit, was no different then one going to get a glass of milk, or the simple things that one does each day to satisfy the cravings of the flesh.

<opentext> Jesus Christ responded to that which Father asked, and since He was living and operating in the Spirit, it was a natural way of life and living for Him.

<opentext> So we should be beginning to see that which Paul is speaking to us in verse 10, that as a new creation, as a new creature, there is a new standard of how we are to live. It is just like if you traded in your old car, and yet, still tried to use the old car keys on the new car. Would the new car be of any benefit to you?

<at-peace> no  <chosen> no   <disciple> no

<opentext> Matt 15:8-9, 8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. KJV

<opentext> Many people, even though there has been a transformation in their lives, still try to live by the way that natural men have tried to tell them how things should work, in a realm that they have no understanding of.

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity, the privilege of applying to your life, and your walk, the new nature of Christ within you. Realizing the things that God has made available to you in Christ, so that it becomes a natural way of life and living!
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