Bible Study Monday 2 December 2002

 

As a man thinks within his heart, will determine the course he will plot, and the path he will travel. What is it that you are hearing which will determine your path?

 

Matthew 12:35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. KJV

 

Matthew 12:36 So I tell you, for every worthless word that men utter they will have to give account on the day of judgment; (William's New Testament)
 

What one often fails to take into account, is that Jesus Christ said that the words that He speaks, are indeed spirit, and they are life. So then, anything that is not spoken in agreement with Him, would be in open opposition to Him. Thus, one’s words will show others what the true condition of the heart is.

 

[Every idle word] a word that does nothing, that neither ministers grace nor instruction to them who hear it. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Now think about Clarke’s statement in line with the scripture verse above. If it does not minister grace, nor give proper instructions for a closer relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus, then it is worthless or idle speech. We are supposed to be quick to hear, and slow to speak. Do you always weigh your words before you present them on the scene?

 

Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. (KJV)

 

Kypke observes that signifies a useless, putrid, unsavoury, and obscene word or conversation. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

In short, it appears to mean any word or thing obscene, anything that injures virtue, countenances vice, or scoffs at religion. In the parallel place, <Col. 4:6>, the apostle exhorts that our speech may be seasoned with salt, to preserve it from putrefaction. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

1. Let your conversation be pure, wise, and holy, that it may be the means of conveying grace, or divine influences, to them that hear.

2. Let it be such as to be grateful or acceptable to the hearers. (From Adam Clarke Commentary) 

 

The word rendered "corrupt" means bad, decayed, rotten, and is applied to putrid vegetable or animal substances. Then it is applied to a tree that is of a useless character, that produces no good fruit; <Matt. 7:17>. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Then it is used in a moral sense, as our word "corrupt" is, to denote that which is depraved, evil, contaminating, and may denote here anything that is obscene, offensive, or that tends to corrupt others. The importance of this admonition will be appreciated when it is remembered: (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Faith is received, developed, and maintained by hearing, comprehending, and living the Message delivered by and through Christ Jesus. Anything other than words that are of His Spirit and give life, then have to be working in direct retaliation against God and those of His kingdom.

 

That such obscene and filthy conversation prevailed everywhere, and does still among the pagan. So general is this, that at almost every missionary station it has been found that the common conversation is so corrupt and defiling that missionaries have felt it necessary to send their children home to be educated, in order to secure them from the contaminating influence of those around them. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

People often think that they have to fit into this world, and thus often times listen to, or even partake in this kind of behavior. Yet, the Lord was quick to tell us that His kingdom is not of this world. So then, why would a person try to fit in, in this present evil world?

 

A Christian should be PURE in his conversation. His Master was pure. His God is pure. The heaven to which he goes is pure. The religion which he professes is pure. Never should he indulge himself in an obscene allusion: never should he retail anecdotes of an obscene character, or smile when they are retailed by others. Never should he indulge in a jest having a double meaning; never should he listen to a song of this character. If those with whom he associates have not sufficient respect for themselves and him to abstain from such corrupt and corrupting allusions, he should at once leave them. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Jesus Christ set the standard for the way and life that we should follow and live. It is established and maintained by adherence to God and His Word of truth. What will you allow to set your standards for this day?
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