2 August 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and for this time of fellowship you have blessed us with and all that you have prepared for us that will encourage and strengthen us in your love that in and through all things we will present your grace and mercy to others that you may be glorified through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:8, Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. KJV

 

<opentext> To be accountable only for His love in and through our life. And if one is not able to see, recognize and accept His love in and for their life, how could they possibly show it to anyone else?

<chosen> they couldn't

 

<opentext> And that is why, as we were discussing yesterday about; Gal 5:22-23, 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. KJV

 

<opentext> And in these verses we are also able to see how the character of Christ is developed within the believer. First, the love of God is shed abroad in one's heart by the Holy Ghost(Rom 5:5).

<opentext> Then one begins to recognize how Christ is the strength of their life, and have and maintain a joyful countenance in doing that which Father may ask of them.

<opentext> And because His love is manifest in and for their life, and recognizing that He is their strength, they then have that peace that passes all of the understanding of the lower nature, to allow them with confidence to do those things that the Father may ask of them.

<opentext> It is when these characteristics of Christ begin to develop, that one then begins to see and comprehend the patience that Father has had with them, and then they begin to also show this same character with those who are around them.

<opentext> Now as you were growing, did Father use a hammer or such to try to beat the law of faith into your heart and life?

<chosen> no   <at-peace> no

<opentext> No He did not, But was rather gentle with us, yet stern. Thus we can understand why it says that He chastens and rebukes those whom He loves(Rev 3:19).

<opentext> Thus we can begin to understand why Paul tells us to be that example of the believer in every word that we speak, that our conduct and conversation does put forth the law of faith which is written in and on our heart.

…speaking the truth in love – gentle yet stern

<opentext> So that people see that we walk by faith(2Cor 5:7), His Word in our heart and life, and not by the external circumstances that are around us, because we are in the world, but yet are not a part of it.

<opentext> And yet, as God manifest Himself in and through our life, one still has to remain meek or humble. To remain a vessel that is fit for the Master's use.

<opentext> Even Jesus Christ was plain to tell us that He could do nothing without the Father. Yet, how often is it that the believers forget this, and think that they can order God around?

<chosen> many do

<opentext> So we can see then why Paul is telling us that one first has to be accountable for God's love within their own life. If one is not able to accept Father's love in and for their life, how could they ever possibly show it to anyone else?

<chosen> they can't     <at-peace> would not be able to

<opentext> Look at it this way, how often is it that the worst of drivers are the one's that try to give you advice on how to drive?

<at-peace> their advice is not always verbal

<opentext> So we can see how foolish this is, but yet where is the difference if someone is trying to share with you about God's love, and yet has no self worth or confidence of the work that he is doing in their life?

<at-peace> none     <chosen> it would seem hypocritical

 

<opentext> Most people try to tell others about God's love, without having it in operation within their own life. They talk about second hand experiences, but have little to really share how God has worked within their own life.

<opentext> And for others, they start off on the right path, but then by hanging around the wrong people, places or things, they allow that love to become corrupted. They begin their walk in the Spirit, but then get to the place where they think that it can be perfected in the flesh.

<opentext> So we should be beginning to see why, that we are to owe no man anything but love, and that this love has to first begin within us, within our own life.

<opentext> We are to be that written epistle of the Father's love. It is His love that is supposed to be there for all of the world to see.

<opentext> Today, how precious will you allow that love to be in your life? 
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