29 September 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<mike> Father, we thank you this day that you are the vine and we are the branches. We ask this day for the nourishment needed to be fruitful according to your precious love for us in Christ's holy name.

 

<opentext> Rom 9:21-22, 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same mass (lump) one vessel for beauty and distinction and honorable use, and another for menial or ignoble and dishonorable use? 22 What if God, although fully intending to show [the awfulness of] His wrath and to make known His power and authority, has tolerated with much patience the vessels (objects) of [His] anger which are ripe for destruction? AMP

 

<opentext> Often times the obvious is overlooked. Even for those who say that they believe in God, and acknowledge that He is the Creator; why then don't they seek the Creator as to what His purpose was in creating us, as well as what he may require of us [the believer]?

<opentext> Stop and think about it, one is not going to use a sewing machine to try to cut the grass, nor is one going to try to sew their clothes with a lawnmower. So how hard or complicated can it be, to seek the Creator as to what His intended purpose and use is for us?

<chosen> it's not hard to ask, but at times we may not be open to His reply

<mike> Rom 3:12They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. (KJV)

 

<opentext> And by the same approach, then if we acknowledge that he indeed is the Creator, and the Supreme being, why is it that we often tell Him how things should be  rather then hearing and heeding His counsel?

<mike> I chose not to obey at times... or do not take the time to hear completely…lower nature

 

<opentext> Rom 9:23, And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, KJV

<opentext> That He "might" make known the riches of His glory. As Mike said, often times we choose not to obey, other times we choose not to hear. It all comes down to what is in the mind of the person, to occupy their thoughts at any given moment.

<opentext> Father wants to make known or reveal all that He has made available to us, but it all comes down to how attentive we are to hearing the Message once delivered unto us by Christ, and applying those things which we hear, properly to our life.

<mike> especially since He has prepared this for us from the beginning... it is available for us to hear continually

 

<opentext> Think about this for a moment; how often have you purchased or received something, and in you enthusiasm immediately started to assemble it, and have things go very wrong. So you had to go back and read "and follow" the instructions in order for it to be used as intended?

<chosen> quite a few times

<mike> lol... that happened at work yesterday. When I went in my lower nature's understanding... I failed. When I abode in the vine (hearing the guiding of the Spirit of Christ) I was successful.

 

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that He gave the ultimate sacrifice for any and all that would believe and apply His promise to their life. Note, that He so loved the "world". His purpose and wish has always been that all would be saved. Yet, man in his so called infinite wisdom, tries to set up certain people or races that he deems worthy of Father's love. Why is this?

<chosen> His strength is made perfect in our weakness

<mike> ignorant of the new birth, the regeneration, the body of Christ.

<chosen> the world doesn't operate in His grace and mercy and love

 

<opentext> So then we can see then what Paul is trying to illuminate here for us, that man has tried to set up certain specifics that they think are essential for man to be a part of God's plan. And miss the simplicity of seeing that it is all a matter of hearing the Message, and then following the instructions that are required for gaining adoption into Father's family.

<opentext> More simply put, they fail to see that the seed of promise, is in hearing the Message once delivered, and becoming an active participant in it.

<opentext> How often for ourselves, does one forget the simplicity of this Message?

<at-peace> whenever one leans to their own understanding the simplicity is forgotten

<chosen> at times... when the focus drifts onto things of the world

 

<opentext> How often does one forget, that if they are hearing and obeying this Message, that they are a vessel fit for the Master's use, regardless of what the world says about them?

<chosen> at times

<mike> Jonah 2: 8They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. (KJV)

<opentext> How often does one allow the world's evaluation of them, affect their relationship with the Father?

<at-peace> if one is seeking to please man rather than God one will often allow this to happen

<chosen> Father's thoughts of us outweigh everyone else's

 

<opentext> As Mike put forth in the opening prayer, that He is "the vine' and we are the branches. Therefore it is He who determines how we grow and develop, and how He chooses to present us to the world. It all comes down to how confident we [the believer] is in the work that Father has begun within us, and that same confidence to allow Him to complete the work to His satisfaction. Today, can you be confident and content in that which the Father has begun in you [a vessel fit for the Master's use]
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