29 November 2004 Monday Bible Study

 


I will be out of town Monday, 29 November 2004, so here are some things to ponder before Tuesday’s Bible study.

 

Romans 10:9-10 For if with your lips you acknowledge the fact that Jesus is Lord, and in your hearts you believe that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10.  For in their hearts people exercise the faith that leads to right standing, and with their lips they make the acknowledgment which means salvation. (William’s New Testament) 

 


All too often people assume that there is nothing more to salvation than acknowledging that which God has Jesus Christ do in and on mankind’s behalf. In verse 9, we can see what it takes for one to be saved; that is to be delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son. So, we can see then that verse 9 is talking about what it takes for one to begin to believe in order to be saved.

 


However, in verse 10, we can see Paul now addressing that which it takes to continue in the faith. Note in verse 9, that one first confessed with their mouth that which the Lord Jesus accomplished [somewhat of an understanding, but no depth] and realize in their heart, that somehow a transformation has taken place. But now in verse 10, we can see how Paul shows us that now that we have been brought into His kingdom, His family, now one has to grow to that place of understanding in the heart, how and why God accomplished this through the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made for them. It is not enough to acknowledge it with just words, now one must come to an understanding of it, and now live the example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow.

 


Many try to do good things to show God that they are trying [works]. But notice that it has to be in the heart, an understanding of God’s love, for only then will one be able to speak only those things which please the Father. They will only do those things that are pleasing to the Father. Why, because His Words which are Spirit and life, will be realized as an actual way of life and living.

 


Are you giving token lip service to God? 

 

Matthew 15:8-9 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. (KJV)

 

Matthew 15:8-9 These people make a big show of saying the right thing, but their heart isn't in it. 9 They act like they're worshiping me, but they don't mean it. They just use me as a cover for teaching whatever suits their fancy." (From THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

Matthew 15:8-9 These people draw near Me with their mouths and honor Me with their lips, but their hearts hold off and are far away from Me. 9 Uselessly do they worship Me, for they teach as doctrines the commands of men. (AMP)
Or are you being that example of the believer?
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