29 April 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we come before you this day to receive of you the living waters and bread of life that we need for our daily bread that will nourish and sustain us this day through Jesus Christ our Lord and savior. Let each person be ready to hear and receive in their heart, that which they have need of this day for life in Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 6:19 I'm using this freedom language because it's easy to picture. You can readily recall, can't you, how at one time the more you did just what you felt like doing — not caring about others, not caring about God — the worse your life became and the less freedom you had? And how much different is it now as you live in God's freedom, your lives healed and expansive in holiness? 20 As long as you did what you felt like doing, ignoring God, you didn't have to bother with right thinking or right living, or right anything for that matter.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Often times people forget manner of people they were before they came to Christ. Now, it is not that one is supposed to dwell in and on the past, but rather to be cognizant of what we have been delivered from, so that one will want to remain seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> And even though once was has been saved or born again, does this guarantee that they will always keep their mind renewed, and thinking in and on the proper things?

<chosen> no   <miz > no   <helpmate> no

<opentext> So we can see then, that even after having been delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son, one still has responsibility for keeping a right heart and mind.

<opentext> One is only able to keep a right heart and mind, be seeking Father for that daily bread that will nourish and sustain them each day.

<opentext> Many will seek that which they have need of each day. Yet, how many properly utilize that which they receive?

<helpmate> very few    <disciple> not many

<opentext> Even for ourselves, how often is it that Father provides that which we have need of, but one sticks it aside or away, and saves Father's counsel for some other time?

<disciple> have done that...we should always utilize that which Father blesses us with

<helpmate> have done that and it is not a very good place to be.....it could be a matter of life and death from receiving what we need till we finally getting around to finally using it

<opentext> It would be like getting a prescription from the doctor for a life and death situation. And because one now has the prescription, they think that they will be alright. And so they place the prescription on the counter, but never take the pills. They have everything necessary for sustaining life, but without using it properly, what are their chances of living or continuing on?

<helpmate> not much or for very long

<chosen> they wont last for long  <disciple> slim to none

 

<opentext> Rom 6:20-21, 20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 6:20 As long as you did what you felt like doing, ignoring God, you didn't have to bother with right thinking or right living, or right anything for that matter. 21 But do you call that a free life? What did you get out of it? Nothing you're proud of now. Where did it get you? A dead end.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> I like the way The Message states that the person did what they felt like doing, and ignored God's counsel.

<opentext> If we seek Him for our daily bread, and yet ignore His counsel, is one then really living and operating in that liberty that is in Christ?

<disciple> no     <chosen> no

<helpmate> they are not...they are still leaning to their own understanding

 

<opentext> One has to be a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only. One has to submit to God, resist the devil, and then he will flee from you.

<opentext> Many hear the Word, but few are willing to put aside the old way of life and living, and submit to the voice and the will of God.

<opentext> Any time one ignores the voice and the will of God, they have set aside right-thinking, they have rejected right living, and are headed for an end that will result in death. 

<opentext> Yet, when one ignores God and His Word, how often does one really consider the life and death implications?

<helpmate> it is rebellion, but they do not think of it that way

<disciple> if they considered it, they wouldn't ignore His Word

<chosen> most don’t think of it at the time

 

<opentext> Rom 6:22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 6:22 But now that you've found you don't have to listen to sin tell you what to do, and have discovered the delight of listening to God telling you, what a surprise! A whole, healed, put-together life right now, with more and more of life on the way! (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Life in Christ one does not have to listen to sin, but it does not prevent one from doing it. It makes possible that one has the ability to ignore what the devil and his workers are saying, and yield to the voice and Word of God. But again, it is each persons choice as to what they will do.

<opentext> One needs to delight in His Word and His way. One has to value and appreciate the new life that Father has made available to them. Just as Jesus Christ told us, that it has to be as the pearl of great price, that one is willing to give up all to maintain possession of that pearl.

<opentext> Isn't it when one forgets the value of His Word, that they then lightly regard the Word?

<helpmate> yes...and all the implications that go along with it… when one chooses to be dull of hearing

<chosen^> yes   <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> Ps 49:1-3, 1 Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world: 2 Both low and high, rich and poor, together. 3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding.(KJV)

 

<opentext> Rom 623 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  KJV

 

<opentext> Today, each person on this earth has the choice of life or death. 

<opentext> Gal 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? (KJV)

(
Copyright © 2004 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
