28 November 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for another opportunity to come before your throne of grace, seeking those things which are above, to sustain and guide us this day on the path of life you have chosen for us, letting you be true and anything contrary to sound doctrine a lie through Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 15:1, We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. KJV

 

<opentext> In the previous chapter, Paul was showing us how there are some that are still struggling in and with the basics of sound doctrine, and spend more time following the traditions and doctrines of men, then strong and wise counsel from God.

<opentext> Here in this verse, Paul says that those that are strong in the Word and are established in sound doctrine, need to give assistance or guidance to those that have weak scruples within their mind.

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are instructed to be renewed in the spirit of our mind. That we are to meditate in the Word day and night. But, is this always the case?

<greg> only if one wants to stay strong, where their treasure is right now, is where the heart will be also

<at-peace> should be that one incline their ear unto His sayings and attend upon His words at all times

<disciple> it's part of what He asks of us, so in order to please Him, we should do that

 

<opentext> Rom 15:1, WE WHO are strong [in our convictions and of robust faith] ought to bear with the failings and the frailties and the tender scruples of the weak; [we ought to help carry the doubts and qualms of others] and not to please ourselves. AMP

 

<opentext> So if one does not stay rooted and grounded in the faith, they will be of no value to those who they are around, who are weak in the faith, or of doubtful disputations.

<opentext> How often is it that we see people who will compromise the Word a little, so that they can appease or pacify those who they are around?

<greg> it seems with many they add a gimmick or two to try and win people to the Lord, rather than presenting the truth that will set them free

<at-peace> whenever one is seeking to please man and have forgotten who they are to be serving

<disciple> when one is trying to straddle a fence...wanting both sides approval

<opentext> And how easy is it for people to compromise the Word, when they are more concerned with what people think or say, rather then being intent on remaining faithful to Father?

<disciple> one should train their voice to listen to Father intently, not letting any distraction in

<greg> there is no greater love than for one to lay down his life for the brethren, and that would include dying to self and seeking to appease and pacify, rather than edify, even if it causes a godly sorrow to repentance

<at-peace> if one is not intent on remaining faithful to Father there is that opportunity for the leaven to enter in

<opentext> How often is it that people would rather have smooth words, rather then truthful words?

<greg> its usually the ones that are seeking to live a smooth and easy life, are the ones that avoid truth

<disciple> everybody would like to have smooth words if it's the truth, but a person in Christ would love to hear the truth

<opentext> When one remains mindful of how great Father's love for us is, then they will joyfully seek to do only those things that Father asks of them. But when the "gift" begins to lose it's luster, when it is no longer the prize possession, then what happens?

<at-peace> the leaven begins to enter in …taking away from the unleavened bread the truth and life in Christ

<opentext> So we can see then that it is those who still treasure and value the gift, are the one's that will continue in sound doctrine. And it those that are supposed to be that example of the believer in each and every word that they speak; that they are to live a life presenting the strong doctrine and values of the Word, so that their life is conducted at all times and manner to be pleasing to Father.

<opentext> It is only then that they can have a positive influence on those who they are around, without giving into the whims and fancies of those people.

 

<opentext> Rom 15:1, Those of us who are strong and able in the faith need to step in and lend a hand to those who falter, and not just do what is most convenient for us. Strength is for service, not status.(from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that those who are in [or supposed to be] His service, forget that they are supposed to be servants?

<disciple> we should never forget who we are to serve

<at-peace> whenever one is more focused on self 

<opentext> So then in order for one to be effectively used by and for the Lord, they have to remain humble. They have to remain renewed in and focused on that which the Father asks of them. After all, Christ is the power and wisdom of God, and we are only the vessels to be used to present this power to those who we are around.

<opentext> Thus we can see then that God has not given us the spirit of fear, but rather of power, Christ the wisdom and power of God; and when we remember His great love for us in making the gift of Christ available to us, then it will produce a sound mind that is constantly renewed and strengthened in and by that Word.
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