28 June 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father, thank you for this day and time of fellowship you have blessed us with in your Word of truth and life that will enable us to grow in our walk and relationship with you, with open hearts and ears to hear we ask that you would minister to our needs this day through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:9 You, however, are not devoted to earthly, but to spiritual things, if the Spirit of God is really dwelling in you; whereas if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, such a one does not belong to Him. (Weymouth)

 

<opentext> What is it that a person is devoted to? That is what it all comes down to. What makes up the priorities in one's life.

<opentext> What is the focus of a persons attention and affections, is what is going to determine what path one is traveling down.

 

opentext> Rom 8:9, But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. KJV

 

<opentext> You are not supposed to be operating in the flesh, but rather operating in the realm of His Spirit.

<opentext> So how does one make the determination, of when they are operating in the flesh, some other spirit, or His Spirit?

<miz> try the spirits...basing everything we hear on the Word of God

 

<opentext> The Words that He speaks to us, are Spirit and they are life. Therefore, to hear the Message delivered by Christ to us, comprehending that which He is saying by seeking out His wisdom and knowledge pertaining to what was spoken, so that we can live a life in obedience to the Message heard, so we to can be pleasing to Father.

<opentext> Yet, how often in our life, in our walk, is one always determined to be pleasing to Father above all else?

<miz> sometimes i allow the lower nature to enter in, and that displeases Father

 

<opentext> That is why I like Weymouth's translation for this verse, because it talks about devotion that is motivated by love. Loving Him, and reciprocating that love, because we recognize how great His love first was for us.

<opentext> When love, true love is at the forefront of a person's motivation, then they will be devoted to the one they are trying to please. And to have and receive the Spirit of Christ, one cannot do this, without a deep and sincere appreciation for what God has done for us.

<opentext> It is when one begins to divide their devotion or affections, that troubles begin to arise in one's life. And as we know, or should know, that a house that is divided, cannot, will not stand.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. KJV

 

<opentext> The Spirit is life, because of righteousness. Yet, one has to remember that it is His righteousness that is there that makes us acceptable to God. Yet, how often is it, that one tries to show God how well they can do apart from Christ, hoping to show God how good they can be?

<miz> i occasionally have slipped into that mode of thinking, and it's never worked...always fail without being in partnership with Father

<chosen> when the flesh rises up and wants it's own way

 

<opentext> He [Christ] became sin for me, that i might become the righteousness of God in Him [Christ]. Always remembering and acknowledging, that it is not i that live, but Christ that lives within me, that puts me, or places me in right standing with God.

<opentext> If one allows Christ to rule and reign in their heart, then the body [the flesh, the lower nature, the carnal man] will remain dead, and the devotion to God will be in the new nature.

<opentext> Being devoted to Him. But, what does devoted mean to you?

<miz> being 100% attentive to pleasing the One we love 

<chosen> totally committed in love to Him, putting Him first above all else

<at-peace> loving Him with our whole heart, mind, and soul

 

<opentext> Fidelity, affections, dedication, loyalty, commitment, fondness. Are these the attributes we show to God each day in our relationship with Him?

<miz> well....it certainly should be

 

<opentext> Matt 22:37-39, 37 Jesus said, "'Love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence.' 38 This is the most important, the first on any list. 39 But there is a second to set alongside it: 'Love others as well as you love yourself.'  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Loving God, devoted to Him, with all of our passion, with every word that comes forth from the heart and the mouth, with every bit of strength and ability within us. But, it doesn't stop there, then we have to love our neighbor, with the same devotion that Father has for us.

<opentext> Does one remember then the definition for devotion? That is the same devotion [love] that God has for us, and isn't this why we are supposed to show and reciprocate that same love?

<miz> yes   <chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes

 

<opentext> Thus we can see why in Romans 8:9, we can see why Paul states it as he does...you are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit..."IF" the Spirit of Christ is dwelling within you!!
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