28 January 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<d-h> Father thank you through Lord Jesus Christ for this time of study. Thank you that You have already prepared that which You know each of us has need of this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 4:6-8, 6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. KJV

 

<opentext> For by grace [the unmerited favor of God] is one saved through faith [the adherence to the Message delivered by and through Christ] and it is not of works [individual accomplishments] lest any man should boast, but rather of simple obedience to the Message, that one may be pleasing to Father.

 

<opentext> We talk about grace and mercy, and Father forgiveness to us and for us, but does one always remain mindful of this?

<disciple> sometimes are easier to remember than others, although it should always be remembered in every situation

<chosen> sometimes we can take it for granted

<d-h> j: not always

 

<opentext> I Jn 1:9, If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (KJV)

<opentext> In order to have Father's love, we have to admit, to own up to the fact of what we are without Him, without His love within our life. Salvation, is the gift of God to mankind, in spite of all of our short-comings and rebellious nature.

<opentext> Now, if you were offered a gift of a million dollars, with no hidden agendas attached, how many of you would refuse the gift?

<disciple> nobody would  <d-h> j: only if Father asked

 

<opentext> So with God, we are offered a gift that is more valuable then anything this world has to offer, yet how many are willing to accept the fulness of this gift from God?

<disciple> few

<chosen> not many, most want it in part, in accordance with their terms!

 

<opentext> How often in one's own life, do they fail to utilize all of this gift that God has made available to them and for them?

<d-h> j: Mt 22:14  For many are called, but few are chosen. kjv

<disciple> do that when i allow my own thinking to try and rationalize, rather than depending on Father for the answers

<chosen> when we take His Gift for granted, and so neglecting it

<opentext> Isa 43:25-26, 25I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. 26 Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that thou mayest be justified. (KJV)

<opentext> So if one is in Christ [the only way and means of one being righteous before God], who is it, what is it that talks about, or brings up our past failures and short-comings?

<chosen> the devil    <disciple> those the devil uses to spout his garbage

 

<opentext> If one is in Christ, old things are passed away, all things have become new. And thus then as David says, that to those that are in Christ...Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. Those who are in Christ, their sins are blotted out, and never to be remembered by Father.

 

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to believe the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus from Father, and then for us to live in accordance with this Message as a way of life, on a moment by moment basis.

 

<opentext> Matt 5:6, Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. (KJV)

 

<opentext> In Him, dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and "you" are complete in Him. However, this is conditional on how much one hungers and thirsts after the righteousness of God {Christ}.

<opentext> Is our spirit being always our first priority?

<disciple> it should be, but sometimes, it isn't   <d-h> j: it should be

<chosen> our spiritual hunger should come first before a hunger for anything else

 

<opentext> Jesus Christ tells us to come and follow Him. And we should see, that He only spoke those things He heard the Father speak, and only did those things He saw the Father do. Yet, how often is this the example that we follow, that we will pursue?

<disciple> have allowed circumstances to blind that pursuit, at times

<chosen> He set a perfect example, one that we need to strive to follow after

 

<opentext> The person to whom the Lord will not impute sin, is those that are operating in and by the Spirit of Christ. This is the choice, the decision that faces each of us this day, at this moment.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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