28 December 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

<chosen> Father we come to learn from you through your Holy Spirit, that which is necessary for us this day, that will deepen our relationship with you and allow us to walk in your love, through Christ Jesus... and we thank you for the truth of your Word and for all that you have done within us and have yet to show us

<opentext> Rom 10:17-18, 17 So then faith [cometh] by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. KJV

<opentext> Faith is by hearing, and one's hearing the Message delivered by Christ. Yet, one must remember what Paul said, that there are many voices out there in the world, so one must know what it is that they are hearing.

· take heed what ye hear (Mark 4:24-25) and rightly divide the Word of truth.
Heb 2:1-3 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 19:1-4, 1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.  3 There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.4 Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, KJV

(Rom 1:18-23)… all are without excuse
I Jn 2:15-17 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)
<opentext> All of nature proclaims the glory of God, yet there are so few that are able to, that want to hear that which nature proclaims.

<opentext> Hearing, that ability to be able to perceive a noise that is being produced, and with wisdom and knowledge perceive the meaning and respond accordingly.

· make our calling and election sure being attentive at all times to our walk and relationship with our Father
· attentive = alertly observant; heedful

· heed = close attention; to give attention; to take notice of; to listen and accept, as to heed a warning

· heedful = attentive; mindful
Col 3:1-2 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on (to exercise the mind, to be mentally disposed) things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV)
2 Tim 3:14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; (KJV)

<opentext> Have they not heard? How many times when you were growing up, were you asked to do something, and because you were preoccupied with other things, you did not do what you were asked? 

<chosen> many   <disciple> a lot...and sometime heard it and ignored it

<opentext> Why did you fail to hear that which was being asked of you? Laziness? Preoccupation with other things? 

<opentext> Preoccupied: distant; in a land of your own; inattentive; elsewhere; lost in thought; anxious; worried.  (other things entering in (parable of the sower) distracting and stealing that which was sown.)
<opentext> Have you ever noticed that when you really want something, then one becomes totally focused in and on the objective at hand, and that one does not miss anything that pertains to that which they are out to obtain?

<chosen> yes    <disciple> yes

<opentext> The Word tells us that we are to seek the Lord with all of our heart. That salvation should be of the utmost importance to us. Yet, is one always attentive to all of that which pertains to one's relationship with God?

<greg> so much more as we see the day approaching, it should be the only desire to run the race to the end

<chosen> no

<opentext> No, we are not always attentive to those things which are imperative in and for our relationship with God, because one is preoccupied with other things. That battle between the lower nature and the divine nature to see who will be in control of this fleshly temple (Gal 5:17).

<opentext> And control of the fleshly temple is determined by that which one's ability to hear is giving the most attentiveness to. (take heed what ye hear Mark 4:24-25)
<opentext> So, just as we were asked to do things when we were younger in our fleshly walk, many times one did not hear because they thought they had things of greater importance or value to be attentive to.

<opentext> And then because one did not hear or appear to hear, because of your failure to do that which was asked of you, you were asked if you heard? Why didn't you listen the first time? 

<miz> always wanted to wait until i felt i had to do it...waiting till the last moment i could get away with not doing it

<opentext> So then often times it wasn't that one did not hear the first time, but rather that one ignored that which they heard.

<disciple> yes    <chosen> yes

<opentext> How often does one do this with Father has well, [fail to listen to Him the first time] ignoring that which He speaks to us and for us?

<disciple> would like to say never, but that wouldn't be true...i do that at times

<chosen> probably more than we like to admit

<greg> if one is letting His peace rule, they will not allow that separation to begin

<opentext> One seldom gives consideration to that many bad traits and habits that one developed as they were growing up, and how many of these traits and characteristics still have to be dealt with in one's life.

<opentext> People seldom are aware of how much the Bible addresses hearing and speaking, the importance of these two things. And yet we are beginning to see how much we were taught in these areas contrary to that which the Word teaches us. Or, should i say, that which the Word wants us to be aware of and learn.

<opentext> So we can see then that which Paul is saying here in asking, have they not heard? And yet we know that all are without excuse, so yes, they have all heard. But, for one reason or another, they have made the decision, the choice to ignore that which they have heard.

<opentext> How many people hear the Word week in and week out, and even say that they have heard it, and yet their lifestyle says differently?

<disciple> many do that...they listen with their head, but not their heart...trying to live under the law "to be good"

<chosen> most that i know of

<greg> when a little persecution or affliction arises for the words sake they become offended, when it comes to taking a stand against traditions and doctrines of man, they would rather let man be true and call God a liar

<at-peace> many have a form of godliness but through their lifestyle deny the power thereof

<opentext> And just think, that we too used to be in that condition. But now we have the ability to be able to hear the voice of God, have a concise understanding of that which He is asking of us, and by His Spirit within, have the ability to respond and live in the affirmative to that which He asks of us.
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