Bible Study Wednesday 28 August 2002

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, this time, and the means where we are able to gather together before you, and partake of your heavenly manna, that which will sustain us each this day.As we partake of the nourishment which you have for us, let us remember that it is by and through Christ Jesus, that we are able to be faithful to that which you ask of us this day.

<opentext> James 1:2.   You must consider it the purest joy, my brothers, when you are involved in various trials, 3.  for you surely know that what is genuine<a> in your faith produces the patient mind that endures; (Williams NT)

<opentext> When adversity or various trials come, what is your first reaction? Is it joy? Is it one of honor that one can offer it up for the cause of Christ? Does one mumble and complain?

<diligently> there are times i mumble and complain to Father.

<at-peace> should always be of joy, but at times find that i mumble and complain

<Faithful> have complained then realize that Father will take care of everything

<chosen> at times i mumble and complain

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:8-9,   8
We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
   9
Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; (KJV)

<opentext> One will often look at the life of Paul, and what one will allow themselves to see, is all of the great and vast insights into the Word that were opened up to him. Yet, how many of us really see all of the sufferings and hardships or various trials that went along with it?

<at-peace> at times forget all that he went through   <chosen> forget at times

<diligently> at times do not see

<opentext> As with most, they see the insights that were opened to Paul, and those they want. However, few ever consider the hardships that went along with it. This is when one has to remember that the joy of the Lord, is our strength.

<opentext> It is only as one has allowed the Word of God to be their total source, their total way of life, that they will have a patient and enduring mind (one renewed by and through the Word) that will sustain them and carry them through whatever challenge they may be faced with during a day.

 

<opentext> 
1. It is implied that troubles and afflictions may be the lot of the best Christians, even of those who have the most reason to think and hope well of themselves. Such as have a title to the greatest joy may yet endure very grievous afflictions. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)


<opentext> How our mind is situated or renewed, is what will determine how one will react when things do not quite turn out the way we think that they should. So, when things do not go quite as we think they should, what is your first reaction? Is it to

 praise the Lord? Not to thank Him for the adversity, but rather knowing that whatever comes our way, we are able to overcome by and through Christ who is our strength?

<diligently> growing up unto this daily, learning

<at-peace> it should be to praise the Lord, knowing we are able to overcome by and through Christ...but had not always reacted in this way

<Faithful> i am learning this...the more I learn the less I complain

<opentext> The trials of a good man are such as he does not create to himself, nor sinfully pull upon himself; but they are such as he is said to fall into. And for this reason they are the better borne by him. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> How often is it, that when these trials may come one's way; the first thing they do is to "think" that they have done something wrong?

<at-peace> still more often than i should

<Faithful> i used to, at times i still do, but more and more I know I have done nothing wrong, only what Father has asked of me

<chosen> too often

<opentext> We must not sink into a sad and disconsolate frame of mind, which would make us faint under our trials; but must endeavour to keep our spirits dilated and enlarged, the better to take in a true sense of our case, and with greater advantage to set ourselves to make the best of it. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> We all know (or should know) that if and when we have strayed, that our loving Father will chasten us, He will lovingly correct us.

<opentext> Therefore, when adversity does find it's way to our door step, the first thing one needs to do is remember how and why they are an overcomer. It is in Christ Jesus that we are always able to triumph; that we are more then conquerors. Remembering who it is that is the author and finisher of our faith. The devil needs no other reason to attack you, other then that you are a Christian.

<opentext> Philosophy may instruct men to be calm under their troubles; but Christianity teaches them to be joyful, because such exercises proceed from love and not fury in God. In them we are conformable to Christ our head, and they become marks of our adoption. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> So today, will you remember who you are in Christ, no matter what it is that may cross your path?

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes

<chosen> yes

<Faithful> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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