28 April 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for giving us this time of fellowship where we can allow you to encourage and build us up in your Word of truth, and we pray that we will open our hearts to your counsel this day through Christ Jesus our Lord and redeemer

<opentext> Rom 12:8, He who exhorts (encourages), to his exhortation; he who contributes, let him do it in simplicity and liberality; he who gives aid and superintends, with zeal and singleness of mind; he who does acts of mercy, with genuine cheerfulness and joyful eagerness. AMP

 

<opentext> So then if we are operating in the proportion of our faith according to the grace that is given to us, then one will be able to put forth the Word of God by thought or action according to His leading, because one seeks to be that servant that is pleasing to Him, by giving proper instruction by example of the Word in operation in their life, thus being an encouragement to those that are around them, or observing them.
<opentext> As we talked about yesterday, that one is able to be that example of the believer without having to say or speak a word. Yet, how often does one think that they need to put forth a multitude of words in order to be effective?

<disciple> most do, but we know what the Word says about good words and fair speeches (Rom 16:28)
<greg> I used to, then i read this verse…Prov 10:1919In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise. (KJV)

<chosen> sometimes there isn't words to describe what is in our heart, so then it is meaningless to speak

<helpmate> people have been watching us long before any words are put on the scene
Matt 6:7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. (KJV)
Eccl 5:2-3 Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude of words. (KJV)

<opentext> How important is one's attitude as they give themselves to God, to be used by Him?

<greg> an attitude can speak volumes, good or bad

<helpmate> we are to come to Him as a small child…a vessel fit for the Master's use

<disciple> an attitude tells what the person is all about

<at-peace> an attitude of humbleness and singleness of heart

<greg> an attitude of we are the clay, not the potter
<opentext> If one has the expression on their face looking like the back end of hard times, how effectively do you think they will be in trying to encourage others to go on?

<disciple> they won't be...nobody will want to be around them

<helpmate> go on to where?...they are not headed to the right place at that moment, and no one will want to encouraged to head there also
<opentext> If one is constantly complaining, how effective do you think one will be in encouraging others?

<helpmate> they won't be...they have an attitude of discouragement

<disciple> they won't be

<chosen> if they can't speak encouragingly they should stay silent

<at-peace> the only thing one would hear is discontentment
<greg> 2 Cor 2:1But I determined this with myself, that I would not come again to you in heaviness. 2For if I make you sorry, who is he then that maketh me glad, but the same which is made sorry by me? (KJV)
<opentext> So we can see then why at the beginning of this chapter that Paul said that we are to present ourselves to God a living sacrifice; alive spiritually. And if one is alive spiritually, then the joy of the Lord is their strength (Nehemiah 8:10), and what is that able to portray to those around us?

<at-peace> the love of God

<disciple> Christ in us, the hope of glory

<greg> a light to those in darkness

<helpmate> love, gratitude, contentment, peace,...everything that is Christ

<chosen> the example of Christ
<opentext> All good answers. So we can see then why it is essential that we are able to present our trust and confidence in God, and the work which He has begun within us, and that same trust and confidence that He will bring it to completion. When one is able to that, then all of the above answers will be apparent in that believers life and testimony.

<opentext> Isn't that the type of example that would be an encouragement to you?

<helpmate> yes    <chosen> yes     <at-peace> yes     <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> Rom 12:8, if you give encouraging guidance, be careful that you don't get bossy; if you're put in charge, don't manipulate; if you're called to give aid to people in distress, keep your eyes open and be quick to respond; if you work with the disadvantaged, don't let yourself get irritated with them or depressed by them. Keep a smile on your face. (from THE MESSAGE

 

<opentext> Now one must remember that we are helpers of their faith, not dictators. Sign posts along the strait and narrow path that point the people to Father through Jesus Christ.
2 Cor 1:24 Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand. (KJV)

<opentext> Yet in most religions isn't that what we see, people trying to dictate their traditions and doctrines on people in an extreme effort to manipulate them?

<helpmate> never really thought of it that way, but yes, they do

<at-peace> 2 Pet 2:18For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 19While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.  (KJV)

<disciple> yes     <at-peace> yes
<opentext> How effectively can you lead others to safety, if you have your eyes closed? If you have no real confidence in where to place your next step?

<at-peace> can't... blind leading the blind they both fall in the ditch (Matt 15:14)
<helpmate> one cannot because they have fallen of that strait and narrow path

<greg> be like throwing dice to choose their next elder or pastor, slippery slope

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us that the eyes of our understanding have to be enlightened (Eph 1:18-23), and this can only happen as one presents themselves to God that living sacrifice, so that the Father is able to reveal more of His Son within the believer.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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