27 July 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time you have blessed us with to fellowship with in your Word and pray that we will be attentive to all that you have prepared and receive into our hearts and apply it to our lives as you lead and guide that in and through all things you may receive the praise, honor, and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 13:8, Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. KJV

<opentext> To be obligated for nothing but the love of Christ to one another. What one has to be aware of here though, is that it is talking about God's love, and not man's love. What is the difference between these two kinds of love?

<helpmate> one is spiritual and the other is physical

<at-peace> Spirit and flesh

<chosen> a spiritual and a physical

<opentext> But, what is the difference between these two kinds of love?

<at-peace> love of God is Christ and being an active participant in Him... allowing Christ to fill our heart..... man's love is temporary and void without form

<at-peace> man's love is here today, gone tomorrow.... God's love is everlasting

<chosen> the physical kind is based on emotions and God's love is agape love, that of the Spirit, because of His grace

<opentext> So then what you are saying is that the physical love or that which guides the lower nature is both self serving and self centered, while God's love is that of self sacrifice, and seeking the good of the whole of the body rather then just a particular part?

<helpmate> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Yet, how often in our daily walk does one then really remember to operate within God's love, especially since it is contrary to the lower nature?

<chosen> only while remaining attached to the Vine, so that one is in union with His divine nature, operating within His realm

<helpmate> and it has to be day by day....every day

<opentext> God chastens and rebukes those whom He loves. God's character is love. So then is it always easy to show or manifest God's love in our life, when there are so few that appreciate or cherish this type of love?

<helpmate> not always, but with Father all things are possible

<at-peace> it should be easy at all times and yet have fallen short at times too

<opentext> How often is it that people like to be the one who has to be the one who delivers correction to someone else's life?

<helpmate> that is the lower nature of man

opentext> To owe no man anything but love; being the example of the believer in word, in conduct, in conversation, in all manner of life and living. Yet, when and if one conducts their life in this manner, will it cause one to be very popular, or even to be well liked?

<at-peace> no, not always

<chosen> no

<helpmate> not always

<opentext> So then, how often does one consider the rejection of the world, when making the decision of whether or not they will allow the full love of God to be manifest within their life?

<chosen> we should only consider pleasing God in all decisions we make, and not fear what man might say, think or do

<at-peace> depends on whether one is seeking to please man or God

<opentext> Jeremiah was instructed not to be afraid of their faces; yet how often is one affected by the people and their attitudes that are around them?

<at-peace> as often as one allows the little leaven in and forgets whom they are to be pleasing

<helpmate> if one does not stay rooted and grounded in Father's love, it can and will happen

<opentext> Friendship with the world brings about enmity with God. One cannot please both God and man; they will hate one and love the other. A divided house will not be able to stand. So as we are beginning to see, that there is a bit more to owe no man anything but God's love, then what one most often considers. It shows us the battle that is constantly taking place between the two natures.

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity, the privilege of presenting God's love to a lost and dying world. Any questions or comments from today's study?
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