January 26, 1998
opentext -  -  changes topic to "This gate of the Lord! Psalms 118:19-24   BIBLE STUDY IN PROGRESS"

opentext -  Father, we come before your throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour.  We ask Father, that the Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, that we would hear and receive all that you have for us this day, let our hearts and minds be receptive to your counsel and guidance, that we would be the more responsible and capable servants for that what you would have us do
opentext -  we are going to be spending the next couple of weeks talking about*** what is there to eat****

opentext -  as many of us know, when we start each day, what are the first things that occupy our minds each day?

NowFaithIs - putting the coffee on?!

at-peace - work

renewed - shower and coffee

at-peace - actually, getting up

opentext - for those of us capable of being here for these studies. we are in what we would call an instant society. we are so accustomed to having anything and everything we want ***instantly***. in allowing this to become so much of a controlling factor in our life, we have even allowed it to carry over in to the way we control our diet, for most, we do not eat healthy. so, what have we done.......we have asked scientists to develop vitamin pills

NowFaithIs - nutritional supplements!

opentext - these help us continue our laziness of wanting everything instantly, and yet, can these ever take the place of proper nutrition?

NowFaithIs - not at all

at-peace - - no

renewed - no, they sure can't

opentext - and the same thing has carried over to our relationship with God. we want an instant relationship with Father, and having nothing more to do, than take a capsule, and have all the answers. we run down to the **Christian bookstore*** and buy a book for whatever ails us, instead of going to the source, and hearing His counsel and wisdom on the situation

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:9) -- Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.

NowFaithIs - or listen to "Christian" radio for quickly sermons on our way here and there

opentext - exactly michie....with no idea whether what we hear is according to the Word of God. is it any wonder, that the church is in the mess that it is today?

NowFaithIs - nope

at-peace - no, that is exactly what the people want... a quickie sermon.

renewed - we've become lazy and want to be spoon fed

opentext -  here again, it is a matter of, taking a close look at ourselves, and seeing where our priorities really are

NowFaithIs - so long as man keeps pointing men to men instead of Father through His Word....they will keep on doing that

opentext -  yes renewed, and in most cases not even spoon fed, but bottle fed

<Chatbot> (2timothy 2:15) -- Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

opentext -  how often is it, that we truly study for Father's approval?

NowFaithIs - not often enough

renewed - more now than I used to!

opentext -  how much different, would things be, if we truly had to seek Father for each and everything that we had need of?

<mizpah^> we would be much closer to Father

opentext - yes indeed mizpah

renewed - a lot different ... and somehow for a long time I had the impression if I had to do that ... it would be a very stingy Father I would be depending on ...

at-peace - we would become as faithful as his Son Jesus Christ... his character.

opentext - we would also be looking to Him as our source, rather then everyone and everything else

NowFaithIs - our whole lives would be different in each and every aspect of our lives

opentext - could this be why Paul told us to be followers of him, as he was of Christ?

NowFaithIs - yup

<mizpah^> yes

opentext - are we as confident of our walk with Father, as Paul was of his, to ask others to follow our example?

NowFaithIs - not always

renewed - no, not always

at-peace - not as I should be.

opentext - i laugh once in awhile, because one of my nicknames is ****rpm****, but have you ever stopped to think what it would have been like to grow up as the half-brother of Jesus of Nazareth?

NowFaithIs - yes

renewed - wow .. lol

opentext - how long do you think it would take, before you became more cognizant of all the words that came out of your mouth?

<mizpah^> not long at all

renewed - very quickly

at-peace - it wouldn't take as long.

opentext - how about the attitude of taking time to pray, or at least go through the motions?

renewed - would be more aware because of the example Jesus Christ set

opentext - we also, have to consider our attitudes, as to why we are doing it? are we doing it to please other men, or to please Father?

NowFaithIs - yes, you would have a constant reminder each and every day...right in front of you

NowFaithIs - absolutely

renewed - to please Father

NowFaithIs - even other people who are truly members of our family...we can fall into doing that without even realizing it

opentext - a good way for us to start each day, is before we even get out of bed in the morning, is to become aware of all that Father has already blessed us with “how can we do this?”

NowFaithIs - thanking Him for the fact that we woke up!

renewed - having Him first in our mind when we wake up!

opentext - very good......although many times i would rather be home. how could we have Him on our mind with an ***attitude of gratitude***?

NowFaithIs - yes renewed, I always find that if I am in the Word and prayer right before bed, I wake up with that on my mind in the morning.  When I haven't done that before bed, I am more apt to think of other things first, thanking Him, remembering who our Source is for each and every thing in our lives

<mizpah^> being grateful for everything from the time we get up till the time we go to bed

opentext -  2 Tim 4:2-3

2. Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,            rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

3. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

opentext - we have to learn to preach the Word to ourselves first........in every instant. in the morning, acknowledging all that Father has blessed us with. how many were able to walk from the bedroom this morning?

NowFaithIs - o/

renewed - that happened to me last night, kept waking up with negative thoughts ... once I started quoting scripture to refute it ... it quit bugging me and I was able to sleep the rest of the night

<mizpah^> o/, too

at-peace - i

NowFaithIs - amen, renewed!

opentext - how many of us were able to turn on the light switch in the bathroom?

renewed - I was

<mizpah^> me

opentext -  how many of us had to sneak up on the bathroom mirror?

NowFaithIs - not me, contrary to what the world might think!

at-peace - i wait for a minute before I turn off the night light then the light goes on.

renewed - never look in the mirror until after my shower!!

opentext - were we pleased with that which Father created in His image, and after His likeness?

NowFaithIs - yuppers

<Tronix> Pleased with what he gave me..not with what I’ve done with it

opentext - excellent answer Tronix

NowFaithIs - indeed

at-peace - very true.

opentext - as we take the Word, and apply it to ourselves first thing in the morning, and recognize all that He has blessed us with

opentext - that we normally take for granted, will make a total difference to the day before us

NowFaithIs - amen

renewed - yes it does!

opentext - so often, we think that we have to be down on our knees, or in sackcloth and ashes, to have fellowship with Father

NowFaithIs - what does that mean? to be in sackcloth and ashes?

renewed - mournful and sad?

opentext - and yet, laying in bed there, first thing in the morning, we can shape our whole day, by the simple conversation with Father on all that He has blessed us with, before we ever set foot on the floor. yes....to act pious....and put on a front, to tell others we are praying

NowFaithIs - ok

opentext - Matt 6:5-7

5. And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

6. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

7. But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.

opentext - what a better prayer closet, then still hiding under the covers in the bed

NowFaithIs - when we do that, aren't we in a sense saying...ok Father, I am recognizing all that you have for me and therefore we are opening our hearts to hearing Him during the remainder of the day?

opentext - exactly michie

NowFaithIs - whereas if we don't do that, we are beginning our day in dependency on ourselves

opentext - we have tuned in the right set of ears to start the day with...since faith comes by hearing

at-peace - and hearing by the Word of God.

opentext - if we start the day focused on Father......our attitude and actions, will start the day totally different

<Chatbot> (Matthew 6:33) -- But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

opentext - when is that verse applicable?

NowFaithIs - every moment of every day

opentext - exactly

NowFaithIs - there is never a time when that isn't applicable

opentext - throughout the day, seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness

opentext - what is Father's righteousness?

NowFaithIs - Christ

at-peace - Christ

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 1:30) -- But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

opentext - exactly. so, then, the key is to focus on Father through Jesus Christ and....since Jesus Christ is the Word of God, start that day of with the Word, that is food for our spiritual man

at-peace - praying always.

<Chatbot> (Matthew 4:4) -- But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

opentext - exactly Charlene....since prayer is conversation with Father...and the best way to converse with Father is through His Word

NowFaithIs - 1Thes 5:17-19

17. Pray without ceasing.

18. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

19. Quench not the Spirit.

opentext - many of you have heard me refer to the Word as the ***Gospill***, and what a supplement to start the day off with

at-peace - without our Gospill for the day, how can we expect to keep Satan away.

renewed - we can't

opentext - also, note in those verses that michie put up...it says in all things...not for all things

NowFaithIs - we can't because our shield of faith would be very small

<mizpah^> what is the difference 

<Chatbot> (Matthew 6:11) -- Give us this day our daily bread.

renewed - not *all* things are from Father

opentext - very good renewed

NowFaithIs - what I noticed, larry, is that it says quench not the Spirit, which tells me that if we don't do that...we are quenching the Spirit because we are operating in our own strength

opentext - exactly michie

NowFaithIs - never noticed that before

opentext - as soon as Father is not in our thoughts, what happens to us?

NowFaithIs - we renew our minds on the things of this world

<mizpah^> we began to look at circumstances

opentext - exactly

<Chatbot> (Philippians 4:11) -- Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.

definition for content

842  autarkes-

1) sufficient for oneself, strong enough or processing enough to need no aid or support 

2) independent of external circumstances 

3) contented with one's lot, with one's means, though the slenderest

NowFaithIs - notice he says "want" and not "need"

opentext - exactly

at-peace - so many people want what they are not in need of.

NowFaithIs - yes

opentext - when we start the day off in communion with Father, we have removed ourselves from the external circumstances, because we know and recognize that Father is our source

<mizpah^> and many people don't realize that wants are different than needs

NowFaithIs - and the more they have the more they want and the more they want, that is what occupies their mind....that they want it and how they will obtain it

<Chatbot> (Matthew 6:11) -- Give us this day our daily bread.

renewed - yes, and when we do that, we realize our only need is the *daily bread* Father supplies us with, whether it be physical or spiritual

NowFaithIs - amen, eleviates a lot of "worry"!

opentext - if we seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, we then know that Father will supply the physical that we have need of that day

<Chatbot> (1timothy 6:8) -- And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.

at-peace - if our spirit is renewed... the physical will follow instead of lead.

opentext - very good at-peace -

<mizpah^> notice it doesn't say even a place to live....just food and clothes

at-peace - our true home is with Father.

opentext - what is the Bible primarily for, physical or spiritual guidance?

at-peace - our true place to live is in the Spirit.

NowFaithIs - if we look at that in the spiritual....food=word of God, raiment=clothed in His righteousness

renewed - spiritual guidance ..

at-peace - spiritual guidance

opentext - if we keep that in our minds, when we see daily bread, we will then think of first feeding the spirit man

<mizpah^> if we have food and clothes in the spiritual sense, we abide in Christ

opentext - usually, we do not think of feeding the spirit man, till things start going wrong

NowFaithIs - and then we want quickie sermons to answer the "why" things are going wrong and to get a quick fix

opentext - exactly....***instant*** fixes

<Emultion> no such thing as an instant fix, you have to fill your heart first

<mizpah^> and instant fixes doesn't produce instant faith

opentext - we want one verse, to handle all the problems of the week......just as we try to take a ***one a day*** vitamin pill, to supply that which our laziness omitted

at-peace - if they were seeking Father in the first place... they would not be having a problem and needing a fix.

NowFaithIs - yes, at-peace -, seeking Father in ALL things

opentext - and when we learn to do that before we get out of bed each day, then we will start our day with a totally different attitude. our focus will be on Father, instead of the things of this world

renewed - yes going back to the verse, in everything give thanks ... for Father is not the cause  of *all* things but He is our way of escape and we can thank Him for that ..

opentext - correct

NowFaithIs - excellent!

<Emultion> not escape, more deliverance!

NowFaithIs - 1 Cor 15:57

57. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

<Chatbot> (Colossians 1:13) -- Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

NowFaithIs - 1 Cor 10:13

13. There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

opentext - we have been delivered, know we have to find the narrow path which we strayed from. hmmm...guess they did not like the truth

at-peace - looks that way to me.

opentext - Father will NOT put His Son on the cross and in the grave again

NowFaithIs - amen

opentext - He paid the price ONCE and for all time, now it is a matter whether we will walk in it, and accept all that He has given us

NowFaithIs - more deliverance, is like "pour out your blessings, pour out your healing" all catch phrases that are totally contrary to His Word.

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 1:3) -- Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

NowFaithIs - amen

opentext - note....****ALL*****...not a little dab will do you

NowFaithIs - It is finished

opentext - if we error, is it Father's fault?

<mizpah^> no

NowFaithIs - nope

at-peace - that is what most who go to church are looking for a dab to make them feel better for the week. no it is not. it is our fault and no one else’s.

<Chatbot> (James 1:13) -- Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:

<Chatbot> (James 1:14) -- But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.

opentext - note...when *****he***** is drawn away - of *****his***** own lust

at-peace - note *** own ****

opentext - exactly....the kingdom of God and His righteousness was not first anymore

NowFaithIs - which again, goes right back to what we were talking about....with clothes and raiment....seek ye first....etc.

at-peace - you are responsible for your words and actions... you will have to give account of them.

NowFaithIs - if we don't see Father as our source and thank Him in all things...we are focused on our circumstances and we are drawn away. amen

at-peace - work out your ** own ** salvation with fear and trembling.

<mizpah^> if we use Jesus as our example, and speak what is in line with the Word, the responsibility for our words and actions won't be something dreaded

opentext - so, from now on, before we get out of bed each morning, let us try to have our minds renewed by the Word of God.....being thankful for all that He has blessed us with tomorrow morning....we are going to make our way to the bathroom

opentext - give some thought to your ***normal*** routines, and see if they are with or against the Word of God

opentext - also, think on some scriptures, that can help us maintain our daily walk with Father

NowFaithIs - I am itching to share something!!!

opentext - go ahead michie

at-peace - okay, listening.

NowFaithIs - ok...the other night Rick and I watched a movie....(good example of not all things being from Father, but hearing Father in it) and the movie was called "Wish Master" ...it is a "horror" movie...but I saw so much in it. this djinn gave wishes to ppl (he was evil) and the person who unlocked him from the place between the two worlds....if they made three wishes, it set him and his adversaries loose on the earth, so...in any case you could really see how ppl's words tripped them up....all they had to do was say "I wish such and such" or the djinn would ask, "is it your wish that such and such" and if the person said yes, it happened. now what I really noticed was the djinn said, " do you realize what it is like to have total power but to be subject to ppl's wishes" in other words, this djinn had extreme powers and such, but unless someone spoke a wish...he couldn't do anything and he had to do whatever they wished for. this just showed me how incredibly powerful our words are and how we just really take them for granted. we ALLOW the devil to do that which he does with our own words!

at-peace - if we speak words of death... we are opening the door for Satan.

opentext - and also, the more we wish for the things of this world, where does our focus center on.......thinking on those things, eventually will cause the meditation of our heart and mind to produce the words that will lead us further away

<mizpah^> if we are not specific or our vocabulary is not proper, we could unleash things that we don't want to unleash

NowFaithIs - and often times what we have in mind when we speak things ...because we are not specific in our words...we have consequences that we don't expect, for example a woman said she wished to stay beautiful forever....and the djinn made her trapped in a mannequin body

at-peace - that is very true.

<Chatbot> (Matthew 6:19) -- Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:

renewed - yes, where our heart is, there will also be our treasures ...

NowFaithIs - exactly miz

<Chatbot> (Matthew 16:19) -- And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

NowFaithIs - this movie is excellent to see and hear Father in it

opentext - only if Father asks you to

NowFaithIs - exactly miz, that is exactly what I heard so clearly. this is an excellent example of how Father will work in all situations...here I am, husband would like me to watch a movie with him.  The movie is not of God, but, Father can use that movie IF I stay in tuned with Him to speak something that IS of Him to me

at-peace - your mind was in line with your heart.

renewed - something that *caught* my eye this morning was 1 Cor 1:29 ... that *no* flesh should glory in his presence, and realized that when we are singing songs glorifying Jesus, we are going in contradiction to His Word ...

opentext - exactly....****no**** flesh....that is why Paul tells us that we are to be led by the Spirit, and not the flesh

at-peace - because the Songs glorify the flesh... build up the flesh.

opentext - Jesus of Nazareth, always heard and obeyed the Spirit of Christ

NowFaithIs - and Paul said that he didn't consult with the flesh

at-peace - we wrestle not with flesh and blood.

NowFaithIs - when we sing those sorts of songs, we have quenched the Spirit and closed our hearing

at-peace - which Spirit do you think gets quenched?

renewed - our own ..

NowFaithIs - which? the Spirit of Christ

<Chatbot> (Romans 8:9) -- But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

opentext - it closes our ears to hearing the truth

at-peace - but if the songs are not in line with the Word how can the Spirit of Christ be quenched.

opentext - it closes our ears to hearing the truth

NowFaithIs - if I have the Spirit of Christ in me...and I go to a place and sing those songs...am I not quenching the Spirit and entertaining the flesh?

at-peace - no because the songs are not in line with the Word of God.

NowFaithIs - if they were in line with the Word, the Spirit wouldn't be quenched anyway...I am confused

renewed - I think both spirits can be quenched ... ours because we are not hearing ... and the Spirit of Christ because it is not allowed to operate in our lives ...

4570  sbennumi-

to extinguish, quench: 

a) used of fire or things on fire; 

to be quenched, to go out 

b) metaphorically to quench, to suppress, to stifle; 

used of divine influence

at-peace - forgive me michie... I was hearing the worldly version... not what the word really means.. to extinguish the Spirit.

renewed - I just thought that if we continually  bombard our spirits with wrong things ... we eventually our *seared* from the truth, even thought they may *seem* okay ... they aren't the truth  

NowFaithIs - 1 Thessalonians 5:19

[Quench not the Spirit.] The Holy Spirit is represented as a fire, because it is his province to enlighten and quicken the soul; and to purge, purify, and refine it. This Spirit is represented as being quenched when any act is done, word spoken, or temper indulged, contrary to its dictates. It is the Spirit of love, and therefore anger, malice, revenge, or any unkind or unholy temper, will quench it so that it will withdraw its influences; an hardness and darkness. It has been observed that fire may be quenched as well by heaping earth on it as by throwing water on it; and so the love of the world will as effectually grieve and quench the Spirit as any ordinary act of transgression.

(from Adam Clarke Commentary)

renewed - the more and more you are in the Word, the more you see the *not exactly's* around you ...

<mizpah^> lol, right renewed!

renewed - Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto My path ...

