26 September 2005 Monday Bible Study
 
<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that you have set aside just for your fellowship with us, by our active participation in the divine nature of Christ. Let us be attentive to that which you have for us, and receive it with an open ear and heart.
 
<opentext> Rom 14:1-3, 1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. (KJV)
 
<opentext> Now, for one to receive on who is weak in the faith, means that that person must be strong in the faith. Now that may sound like a kind of redundant statement, but Paul even warns us not to think more highly of ourselves then we ought.
<opentext> Often times people get to the place where they are covering the same verses, and they think within themselves that they have heard this before. Yet, consider the fact that it is still the same Bible that we read, and God continues to speak to us through it. Yet, has one ever had the audacity to tell God that they get bored hearing the same verses from Him?
<at-peace> not that i can recall
<chosen> His Word is always relevant
<at-peace> it is new every day
<opentext> So we have to recognize that for one to receive someone that is weak in the faith, one has to remain strong in the faith; rooted and grounded in the truth, and not moved or swayed by every new doctrine that floats around in the breeze of discontentment.
<opentext> Rom 10:17 And this proves that faith [comes] from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. Weymouth's New Testament 
<opentext> And for one to be hearing, they have to be seeking that deep and personal relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ. They have to be wanting, maybe even craving that fellowship with Him, so that no one or anything else is of more importance to them then that relationship with Him.
<opentext> Faith, one's ability to hear, believe and then act upon (live) that which God asks of them, is developed or nurtured to maturity by hearing the Word delivered from the mouth of God, by Christ His Son to us, for the spiritual sustenance that one needs to maintain their proper relationship with God as their Father, brought alive in our life by His Spirit.
<opentext> Yet, does one always remember what faith is? How often is it that people become so familiar with something or someone, that they begin to take it for granted?
<chosen> only while something is treasured will one not take it for granted
<at-peace> yes, whenever they forget to give thanks in everything
<opentext> So we can see then, that it is only as one maintains that right and proper relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ, that they have that confidence in Him, in that relationship, that there is no doubt in those things which He has spoken to your heart. And in this, one is then able to be that example of the believer, regardless of the external doubtful disputations that try to enter.
<opentext> Now faith is! It is my present relationship with Father that is of importance. When one remembers that, then there will be no arguments about foods or such, There will be no disputations about which day is thought to be holier then the other, because one is in the now, they are able to recognize that it is this day, and this very time that Father has ordained for me to fellowship with Him.
<opentext> It is this very moment, this very time that He wants to fellowship with me, to give me those things that I have need of to sustain a right relationship with Him, and to seek only those things that are pleasing to Him.
<opentext> Stop and consider a moment, how often did the people get tired of hearing the same thing out of the prophets that were foretelling of the coming Messiah?
<at-peace> whenever they did, they sought to silence them and carried it through
<opentext> And what about with Jesus Christ Himself, did the people get a bit tired of hearing the same thing from Him?
<opentext> And what about the scribers of the New Testament, did the people ever get tired of hearing the same thing from them?
<chosen> His Word is always fresh manna for those that are hungry
<at-peace> for many it was the miracles that kept them coming back and few that desired to hear His words of life and truth
<opentext> The people of the old Testament got tired of the prophets, so as charlene said, they did what they could to eliminate them. Jesus Christ the Messiah came, and as long as they liked what they heard, they followed. But, when it got to be repetitious for them, then they decided to eliminate Him as well.
<opentext> And after Jesus Christ went to be with the Father, and an intercessor for those who were faithful, then the disciples continued this Message of love from the Father. And when they got tired of this Message, then they did what they could to quiet these people as well.
<at-peace> the truth convicts and many wanted to silence that…even as they do today
<opentext> Yet, in and through all of this, God's Word has not changed. He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. It is when we let our first love slip, that people become discontent with God and His Word, and look for other people, places or things to quench that yearning within.
<opentext> How did those people become weak in the faith? Well as we have seen through the Word today, first off they had to become lazy in that which they were hearing. As they became lazy in their hearing, then they began to question that which God was asking from them. And it did not take long after that, until they thought they knew more then God, and tries to tell Him what things would be pleasing to Him.
<opentext> Do you think that while Noah was building the ark, that those who were weak in the faith, tried to persuade Noah to give up his foolish ideas and notions?
<chosen> yes they would have
<at-peace> yes
<chosen> yet he remained faithful
<opentext> When people bring up doubtful disputations, aren't they trying to counter those things that God has spoken to your heart? And if you argue and debate those things, does that show confidence in that which He has spoken to you?
<opentext> to many things going through my mind right now
at-peace> yes and no
<chosen> arguments show that you are trying to justify yourself
<opentext> And has God ever needed us to defend Him or His Word?
<chosen> nope, never   <      at-peace> nope
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