Bible Study Wednesday 26 June 2002

Do your surroundings control you; or do you control your surroundings?
2 Corinthians 5:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) KJV
How often is it, that the people, the things, or the place that you are at, will control your thoughts and emotions?

 

What is it that is more valuable to you, your surroundings, rather than obtaining salvation with God?

 

What exactly are our surroundings? They are one’s thoughts; their emotions; the people who they associate with; the places one goes to; the rituals or traditions that are allowed to govern one’s life in part or more.

 

The Word is clear to tell us, that as a person thinks within their heart, so will be the path which they follow. And that out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks. Yet, does one speak to please man, or to please God?

 

1 Thessalonians 2:5-6 For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness: 6 Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ. KJV

 

[Nor of men sought we glory] As we preached not for worldly gain, so we preached not for popular applause; we had what we sought for-- the approbation of God, and the testimony of a good conscience. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Proverbs 23:7 For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee. KJV

 

[Thinketh], "as he is all along in his heart, so is he (at last) in act." (From Barnes' Notes)

 

So, one has to honestly ask and answer themselves, what are the thoughts that control your life? Is one more moved and controlled by the food for the physical, or food for the spiritual?

 

We are to walk by faith, that is, in the message which we have had delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus, and not by sight, that is, not governed or ruled by the things around us which we observe. How often is one tempted by the pleasures of the flesh which one’s eyes behold?

 

Have you ever got in trouble, by doing or participating in that which the people around you were doing? Doesn’t the Word tell us, that evil communications, does indeed corrupt good morals or manners?

 

We are supposed to be in this world, but not of this world. Yet, how often is it that one is hanging onto the things that surround them, more than to the Word of God? Many say to Him, that they have done many things for Him. However, in reality was it done to and for the Lord, or for their own glorification?

 

Many call Him Lord, but do they do those things of which He asks of them within His Word? The five foolish virgins did not make it to the marriage feast, because they rested in what they had done in the past and did not continue in the Word. They became caught up in their surroundings and looked to the world to supply only that which the Spirit of God is able to. Do your surroundings control you, or by the Word, do you control your surroundings?
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