26 July 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father we thank you for this day and this time that you have appointed for us to have fellowship with you by and through Christ Jesus, that we may be partakers of your love. Let us learn to be wise stewards of this love, so that we may be that example as we journey through this world.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:8, Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. KJV

 

<opentext> All too often, we as people have the wrong concept of love. Often times the wants and cares of this world cause people to be enthralled in and by the lower nature, rather then to be moved in and by the love of God.

<opentext> Jesus Christ told us that we are to be in the world, but not of the world. Yet how often is it that people lose sight of this?

<chosen> many lose sight of it constantly

<opentext> When one learns to walk by faith, then they are able to navigate their way through this world, because His Spirit is able to lead them and guide them past the pot holes of this life. For it is only in Him that one is able to see and avoid these pitfalls.

 

<opentext> I Jn 2:15-16, 15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. (KJV)

 

<opentext> The cares of this life, the lusts of other things enters into the heart, and begins to choke the Word; that is to slowly kill the love of God that was shed abroad in the believers heart.

<opentext> Note how Paul says that we are to owe "no man" anything but love. Now ponder this for a moment; how often is it that we can make somewhat of a feeble attempt to show the love of God for others, yet not be able to accept it for our very selfs.

<opentext> And often isn't it true that we can believe for God's love to operate within someone else's life, and yet still not believe it for one self?

<chosen> we can only accept it for ourselves when we know who we are in Christ

<at-peace> yes, at times

<opentext> Ah, to walk by faith; that is a life that is continually nourished and guided by His Word, so that the eyes of our understanding will continue to be enlightened, so that we may know first hand the love of Christ, and not be dependent in and upon other peoples misgivings about His love.

<opentext> But this can only happen then as one continues to see themselves as risen with Him; that is that they are able to see the manifestation of God's love within their life, and know that they are able to be active participants in and of that love.

<opentext> Now if one becomes caught up in the things of this world, what does that then do to their spiritual eye sight?

<at-peace> blurs one from seeing the truth

<chosen> it will blind one from the truth, and their whole focus will be that of the world

<opentext> Isa 26:2-3, 2 Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in. 3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. KJV

 

<opentext> Maintaining a properly renewed heart and mind. Sounds simple, and it is. So then why is it that people are so easily lead astray?

<chosen> because they don’t choose to take the time to rightly divide the Word of truth and get to know God's voice for them

 

<opentext> I Jn 2:5, But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. (KJV)

 

<opentext> We talked about yesterday, that it is His Word that one should have hid or treasured in their heart. The world is vying for the attention of our heart and mind as well. And where ever one's main focus is at, that is what will be controlling that persons life.

<opentext> We owe or are obligated to ourselves to accept and then live and walk in Father's love. And one is able to walk by faith by accepting and the maintaining that relationship with Father by and through Christ Jesus.

 

<opentext> I Jn 3:1, Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. (KJV)

 

<opentext> As one continues to grow in Him, then the world and those things within it begin to fade from one's heart and mind, Yet, when this happens, how often is it that people try to re-familiarize themselves with the world?

<at-peace> whenever one takes their eyes off the mark for the prize

<opentext> How often do people so wrongly assume, that because the love of God is within us, that the world should then like us and accept us?

<chosen> most do

 

<opentext> I Jn 3:16, Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Today, we have the opportunity and privilege to allow the love of God to be manifest in and through our life. Will you allow the love of God to be manifest in your life? 
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