26 July 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for your love and for all that you have revealed to us through your Son... we pray that we will remain open to your Word this day and allow you to teach us in your righteousness, so that in all things we may be pleasing to you, as we keep you as our main love, focus and attention, through Christ our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:23-25, 23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? 25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. KJV

<opentext> We are saved by grace, through faith. 

<opentext> The spirit man within realizes and comprehends the results of salvation, yet how often is it that the reasoning of the lower nature tries to contradict that which the spirit man knows?

<chosen> in some areas it can be often if we don’t cast it down

<disciple> the lower nature is always trying to pervert the truth...up to us to cast it down

 

<opentext> When one is first saved, they have a hard time understanding or comprehending how God can speak to them, yet as they learn and grow in their relationship with Him, they then come to that place where they expect to hear Him.

<opentext> Now for a moment, stop and think, that often times when you are listening to Father, reading His Word, even though you are hearing His Word, how often is it that all of a sudden, you are able "to see" what is there? That you are able to have revealed to you, that which is hidden just beyond the written Word?

<chosen> very often, if i am giving Him my full attention

<disciple> such a joy when that happens...it does that when we quit speed reading or interjecting our own preconceived notions

<opentext> So, not only is one able to hear God and His Word, but one is also able to see into His realm as well. It is a matter of coming to that place where on understands that His realm, the realm of the Spirit, is greater then that of the physical.

 

<opentext> John 5:39"You have your heads in your Bibles constantly because you think you'll find eternal life there. But you miss the forest for the trees. These Scriptures are all about me!  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Jesus Christ said that if we have seen Him, we have seen the Father. Yet, while He was here, the religious leaders kept asking Him to show them the Father. How could this be?

<disciple> they were looking through the flesh, so they couldn't see the spiritual

<at-peace> the veil of the flesh was still upon their hearts

 

<opentext> Rom 8:24 For we are saved by hope: KJV   Hope: a confidence, and expectation of the manifestation of the reality of God's Word.

 

<opentext> Yet, how often when reading the Word, does that which the world taught us, hinder us from hearing that which God is speaking?

<disciple> it happens less and less, now

<chosen> those things that have been rooted in us from the world can take a while to get rid of , if we don’t get rid of all the roots

 

<opentext> How often have you thought of the word "hope" as referring to confidence, or absolute expectation?

<disciple> haven't...thought of hope as expectancy, but not a sure thing

 

<opentext> Paul says that we are to be confident of the work that He has begun within us. Yet, does one always believe this?

<disciple> not always...have doubts at time, but i shouldn't doubt His Word.

 

<opentext> Rom 3:3-4, 3 What if some did not believe and were without faith? Does their lack of faith and their faithlessness nullify and make ineffective and void the faithfulness of God and His fidelity [to His Word]?

4 By no means! Let God be found true though every human being is false and a liar, as it is written, That You may be justified and shown to be upright in what You say, and prevail when You are judged [by sinful men].  AMP

 

<opentext> One has to remain mindful of how Paul has brought us to this place in the epistle, and the groundwork that he has set. God's Word is true whether we believe it or not, His Word will go forth and accomplish that which it has been sent to do.

<opentext> Salvation is real. It is a fact. We have the choice, the opportunity, to be an active participant of it, or we also have the choice to ignore it.

<opentext> If one cannot see their salvation, how can they have any confidence or absolute expectation of God's Word coming to pass in their life?

<disciple> not at all     <chosen> wont be able to

 

<opentext> Thus we can see why faith [my ability to trust and believe God and His Word] is by hearing the Message once delivered to us by Christ the Messiah, and then allowing the Word to become real and alive in me and my life [being that example of one who fully believes God and His Word].

 

<opentext> How often do you yet hope {by the worlds definition] that God's Word is true for you, rather then expecting that which He speaks to you, to absolutely come to pass in your life?

 

<chosen> o/           <opentext> yes steph

<chosen> was reminded of Simeon, and how he declared he had "seen the Lord's salvation" that had been prepared for everyone to see

<chosen> Luke 2:30-31,  30
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,   31
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; (KJV)

 

<opentext> And isn't that interesting, that God prepared it before the face of all of the people, and yet only Simeon and Anna were able to see and observe it.
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There will be no studies or food for thought until next Tuesday, 3 August 2004, as I will be taking some time off, as well as out of town!

