26 April 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father, thank you for this day and time you have prepared for us in fellowship to learn more of you and your Word that will enable us to continue to serve you in spirit and in truth through out this day giving you the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:14-16, 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 5:21-6:1, 21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.  6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? KJV

 

<opentext> Notice how Paul brings up the same point as at the beginning of the chapter, just coming at it from a bit of a different direction. Earlier, Paul brought it out from the aspect of how death is overcome by grace. Now here, Paul shows us that we should not allow sin to have dominion over us, but should remain in and under grace. In other words...avoid sin, flee youthful lusts, resist the devil. Do not give into the temptation of sin.

<opentext> Have you ever had a big dinner, and you say you could not eat another bite, and then they bring out the dessert, and you have two pieces?

<disciple> lol...not lately, but have done that

<chosen> yes probably

 

<opentext> And after you ate those two pieces of dessert, you felt like you were ready to burst. So then why then was one swayed to indulge? And isn't this the way one is tempted with the cravings and desires of the flesh, that is which draws one into sin?

<disciple> yes...allowing the flesh to rule to the detriment of our spirit  <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> Isn't it past memories and thoughts, which tries to tell one how much fun it was; so what would it hurt to do it one more time?

<chosen> yes  <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> There are many excuses or reasoning’s that the devil will try to throw before a person, but as Paul warns us...DO NOT yield to sin. We have separated ourselves from all fleshly ties when we became that new creation, thus allowing Father to reveal His Son within us.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:17-18, 17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. KJV

<opentext> You "were" the servants of sin. Now at the time, did you ever consider yourselves a servant of sin?

<disciple> nope   <chosen> no

 

<opentext> Did you realize that by living in sin, that you made yourself a child of the devil?

<disciple> no, i didn't     <chosen> no

 

<opentext> Now notice in verse 17, how Paul tells us how the change took place, and how that right standing with God is now maintained; that is by hearing from the heart and then obeying.

<opentext> How often does one realize, that those things that one does, is a result of their hearing? [whether right or wrong]

<chosen> forget that at times

<disciple> when things go wrong, i know i heard wrong, but forget that when they go

 peacefully, it is usually because i heard clearly

 

<opentext> I Jn 2:24, Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. (KJV)

 

<opentext> When one was born again, the love of God was shed abroad in their hearts, by the Holy Spirit, who was given to them [the gift]. It is this love that we have heard from the beginning of our new creation that one is to remember.

<opentext> So then what happens when one fails to hear and keep fresh in them, that which they have heard from the beginning of their new creation?

<disciple> they become dull of hearing except to a stranger's voice

<chosen> faith is replaced by fear

 

<opentext> Faith or fear, that is the choices before a person of the realms that they can live in, can exist in. And, they cannot live in both at the same time, it is one or the other.

<opentext> Each person has the choice of which one they will yield to. The old nature responds to those cravings and desires that controlled a person before the new birth. The new nature wants to respond to that love of God which they have heard in their heart.

 

<opentext> Paul said it well in Galatians, that it pleased God when he [Paul] separated himself from his mother's womb; that is, that he separated himself from all of the fleshly ties, cravings and desires that used to control him, and yielded to the righteousness of God [Christ Jesus], that the Son might be revealed within him.

 

<opentext> It is hearing with the heart, that allows one to develop the vision of who they are in Christ. For without a vision, the people will perish.

 

(
Copyright © 2004 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
