Bible Study Wednesday 25 September 2002

This week we have been talking about “what if.” What if, God loved us, as we love Him?

1 John 4:18-19 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love him, because he first loved us. KJV

 

It is only as you realize God’s love for you, that you will want to then learn to reciprocate that love by the same measure that God has shown to us. One is able to begin to see and understand the measure of God’s love, by the measure of the gift that was presented and made available to each and every person on this earth. 

 

Then, if and when one receives this gift, they have to learn to use it in accordance with God’s purpose and plan. 

 

Philippians 1:9-11 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. (KJV)

 

[This I pray] This is the substance of all my prayers for you, that your love to God, to one another, and to all mankind, may abound yet more and more, that it may be like a river, perpetually fed with rain and fresh streams so that it continues to swell and increase until it fills all its banks, and floods the adjacent plains. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

[In knowledge] Of God's nature, perfections, your own duty and interest, his work upon your souls, and his great designs in the Gospel. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

In all spiritual or moral feeling; that you may at once have the clearest perception and the fullest enjoyment of those things which concern your salvation; that ye may not only know but feel that you are of God, by the Spirit which he has given you; and that your feeling may become more exercised in divine things, so that it may be increasingly sensible and refined. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

[That ye may be sincere] The word which we translate "sincerity", is compounded, the splendor of the sun, and judge; a thing which may be examined in the clearest and strongest light, without the possibility of detecting a single flaw or imperfection. "A metaphor," says Mr. Leigh, "taken from the usual practice of chapmen, in the view and choice of their wares, that bring them forth into the light and hold up the cloth against the sun, to see if they can espy any default in them. Pure as the sun." Be so purified and refined in your souls, by the indwelling Spirit, that even the light of God shining into your hearts, shall not be able to discover a fault that the love of God has not purged away. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Filled with the fruit of righteousness. Discerning love will also result in a bumper crop of uprightness. But even this depends upon the righteousness by faith-that which comes through Jesus Christ. The goal of all Christian activity is to bring recognition and homage to the divine perfections of a redeeming God. (From Wycliffe Commentary)
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